
Nervous	about	this	lesson	–	scary	dreams.	
	
This	will	be	a	lesson	of	encouragement	for	ME	–	perhaps	even	more	than	you.		I	NEED	
IT!	
	
Personally	important!		I	am	a	product	of	personal	evangelism!	
	
Lets	start	with	a	basic	quesCon:	Why	are	you	here?		
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The	text	of	stanza	1	was	wriKen	by	Will	Henry	Hougton	(1887-1947).		A	BapCst	
minister,	he	became	president	of	Moody	Bible	InsCtute	at	Chicago,	IL,	in	1934.		
		
The	first	verse	was	wriKen	in	memory	of	D.L.	Moody,	who	said:	”I	must	speak	to	one	
soul	each	day	about	Christ.”	
	
The	tune	was	composed	by	Wendell	Phillips	Loveless	(1892-1987).		A	businessman,	
he	became	director	of	the	radio	department	at	Moody	Bible	
InsCtute,	and	later	served	as	a	minister.		The	song	seems	to	have	been	first	printed	in	
one	of	Loveless's	five	volume	series	"Radio	Songs	and	
Choruses	of	the	Gospel.”	
	
For	many	years	this	song	appeared	as	a	one-stanza	chorus.		The	text	of	stanzas	2-4	in	
"Hymns	for	Worship	Revised"	was	wriKen	by	Ellis	J.	Crum	(b.	1928).			
It	was	first	published	in	his	1977	"Special	Sacred	SelecCons.”	
	
Two	addiConal	stanzas	with	a	new	chorus	by	David	BenneK	will	be	presented	later	in	
this	talk.	
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As	it	is	with	many	of	the	songs	we	sing	they	become	a	familiar	recitaCon	of	words	
and	melodies.	
	
We	ocen	don’t	give	the	thought	to	the	words	and	how	they	impact	us	personally	in	
our	spiritual	lives.	
	
We’ll	examine	the	words	of	this	song	and	ask	the	quesCons	together	that	we	should	
be	asking	ourselves.	
	
My	hope	is	this	will	empower	and	encourage	us	all	in	our	desire	to	serve	God.	
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I	don’t	know	who	adds	the	scriptures	to	the	songs	but	this	one	is	powerful.	
	
James	asks	us	to	remember	something	important…		
When	we	are	involved	in	turning	a	sinner	from	their	sin	we	become	a	part	of	their	
salvaCon.	
	
God’s	grace	can,	when	properly	taught	and	applied,	cover	a	mulCtude	of	sin.	
	
This	is	a	noble	and	righteous	endeavor	every	ChrisCan	should	be	ready	to	do.	
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This	song	is	a	plea	and	a	prayer	to	the	Lord	God	for	help,	guidance,	strength,	and	
open	hearts.	
	
As	a	prayer	–	are	we	taking	this	request	too	lightly?		Do	we	mean	the	words	we	are	
singing?		
Do	we	mean	what	we	are	asking?	
	
The	intent	of	the	prayer	is	summarized	in;	“How	can	I	do	any	less	that	lead	more	
souls	to	Thee?”	
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This	opening	line	has	much	meaning	stated	in	it’s	text.	
	
Let’s	review	the	who,	what,	and	when,	of	this	line…	
	
Who?	ME	
	
What?	To	some	soul,	any	sould,	anywhere.			
	
When?	Today,	NOW,	with	urgency,	not	put	off	to	tomorrow.		
	
Remember	the	statement	of	D.L.	Moody,	who	said:	”I	must	speak	to	one	soul	each	
day	about	Christ.”	
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The	importance	of	personal	evangelism	cannot	be	overstated.	
We	must	become	teachers	of	the	gospel	message	of	salvaCon.		
How	we	do	it	is	up	to	you.	
	
Consider	Hebrews	5:12-13	

“Although	by	this	Cme	you	ought	to	be	teachers,	you	need	someone	to	
reteach	you	the	basic	principles	of	God’s	word.	You	need	milk,	not	solid	food!		
Everyone	who	lives	on	milk	is	sCll	an	infant,	inexperienced	in	the	message	of	
righteousness.…”	

	
What	are	you	doing	to	develop	a	beKer	understanding	of	the	gospel	message?		
How	will	the	Lord	teach	you	just	what	to	say	if	you	will	not	study	his	word?	
	
2	Timothy	2:15	encourage	us	to;		

	“Be	diligent	to	present	yourself	approved	to	God	as	a	workman	who	does	not	
need	to	be	ashamed,	accurately	handling	the	word	of	truth.”	
	
Are	you	developing	abiliCes	to	use	the	tools	that	are	available	to	you?	
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Think	back	to	your	own	conversion	for	a	minute…		
	
Who	taught	you	the	gospel?	Was	it	a	friend	or	someone	you	came	to	know	through	
friends?	
	
What	if	they	had	not	taken	the	Cme	to	teach	you	or	approach	you	with	the	good	
news?	
	
Would	you	sCll	be	lost	in	sin?		Would	you	have	found	your	own	way	to	salvaCon	in	
Christ?	
	
We	need	to	lovingly	consider	the	spiritual	plight	of	our	friends,	family,	and	
acquaintances.		
	
Who	will	lead	them	to	Jesus	if	we	don’t?	

9	



Luke	10:2	
He	told	them,	"The	harvest	is	plenCful,	but	the	workers	are	few.	Ask	the	Lord	of	the	harvest,	
therefore,	to	send	out	workers	into	his	harvest	field.	
	
2	Corinthians	5:11	
Therefore,	knowing	the	fear	of	the	Lord,	we	persuade	men,…	
	
Jude	1:22-23	
Be	merciful	to	those	who	doubt;	save	others	by	snatching	them	from	the	fire;	to	others	show	
mercy,	mixed	with	fear—	
	
Col.	4:2-3	
Devote	yourselves	to	prayer,	being	watchful	and	thankful.	And	pray	for	us,	too,	that	God	may	
open	a	door	for	our	message,	so	that	we	may	proclaim	the	mystery	of	Christ,	for	which	I	am	in	
chains.	
	
1	Tim.	2:1-4	
I	urge,	then,	first	of	all,	that	peCCons,	prayers,	intercession	and	thanksgiving	be	made	for	all	
people	—	for	kings	and	all	those	in	authority,	that	we	may	live	peaceful	and	quiet	lives	in	all	
godliness	and	holiness.	This	is	good,	and	pleases	God	our	Savior,	who	wants	all	people	to	be	
saved	and	to	come	to	a	knowledge	of	the	truth.	
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From	the	prophet	Haggai	(1:2-8)	
	
2This	is	what	the	Lord	Almighty	says:	“These	people	say,	‘The	Cme	has	not	yet	come	
to	rebuild	the	Lord’s	house.’ ”	
	
3Then	the	word	of	the	Lord	came	through	the	prophet	Haggai:		
4“Is	it	a	Cme	for	you	yourselves	to	be	living	in	your	paneled	houses,	while	this	house	
remains	a	ruin?”	
	
5Now	this	is	what	the	Lord	Almighty	says:	“Give	careful	thought	to	your	ways.		
6You	have	planted	much,	but	harvested	liKle.	You	eat,	but	never	have	enough.	You	
drink,	but	never	have	your	fill.	You	put	on	clothes,	but	are	not	warm.		
You	earn	wages,	only	to	put	them	in	a	purse	with	holes	in	it.”	
	
7This	is	what	the	Lord	Almighty	says:	“Give	careful	thought	to	your	ways.		
8Go	up	into	the	mountains	and	bring	down	Cmber	and	build	my	house,	so	that	I	may	
take	pleasure	in	it	and	be	honored,”	says	the	Lord.	
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By	David	BenneK	
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Today	is	almost	over…	but	tomorrow	is	a	new	day	for	change.	
	
We	can	believe	in	Christ	as	our	Savior	from	sin	–	but	will	we	GO	and	preach	to	all	
creaCon?	
	
We	need	to	pur	feet	to	our	prayers	and	beliefs	and	acCvely	share	the	salvaCon	
message	in	any	way	we	can.	
	
What	will	you	DO	tomorrow	for	Christ?	
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Hebrews	11	teaches	us	that	faith	is	always	shown	through	ACTION!	
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Hebrews	11	teaches	us	that	faith	is	always	shown	through	ACTION!	
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What	if	nothing	changes…	we	conCnue	with	our	current	amount	of	effort...	What	happens?	
	
Does	the	church	here	dwindle	down	to	a	few	families	who	can’t	sustain	the	work?	
Do	we	fire	the	preacher	because	we	can’t	pay	him.		
Do	we	sell	the	building	and	disperse	to	other	growing	churches?	
	
What	if	the	Lord	comes	tonight?	Will	he	view	this	branch	as	unfruirul	and	prune	us	off	the	vine?	
Will	we	receive	the	condemnaCon	of	the	church	at	Laodicea	who	were	lukewarm	in	their	service	and	
were	spit	out	of	God’s	mouth.	
	
Or	would	he	be	pleased	with	our	efforts	to	do	what	Paul	said	the	Colossians	should	do	in	Colossians	
1:28-29…	
“We	proclaim	Him,	admonishing	every	man	and	teaching	every	man	with	all	wisdom,	so	that	we	may	
present	every	man	complete	in	Christ.		
For	this	purpose	also	I	labor,	striving	according	to	His	power,	which	mighCly	works	within	me.”	
	
What	if	you	leave	tonight	not	taking	that	step	of	faith	to	become	one	of	God’s	own	children?	
Jesus	made	it	plain	in	Mark	16:15-16	Believe	and	be	bapCzed	and	you’ll	be	saved.	
Disbelieve	and	take	no	acCon	of	faith	and	you’ll	be	condemned	by	God	the	judge	of	all	men	to	
everlasCng	punishment.	
	
What	will	you	commit	to	DO	for	God…	The	lesson	is	yours...	
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