
ZEAL FOR GOD’S HOUSE
Psalms 69:9  -- For zeal for Thy house has consumed me, and the
reproaches of those who reproached Thee have fallen on me.

     

Introduction:
1. Among the Jews of the first century there were those who stood for the old traditions

and would not compromise in any way.  They even dared to take a stand against their
Roman conquerors.  They were called Zealots for the zeal (fanatic enthusiasm) they had
for their Hebrew way of life.

2. What God is looking for now are those who can be as zealous for the things of the Lord
today.  Someone who loves the law of the Lord so much that they delight in it’s study
day and night (Psalms 1:1-2), and who take the first commandment and make it the
law of their heart, i.e. to love their God with all their soul and might, and not just try to
get by.

3. If the world is going to be changed for the better, it will need to be by people who are
willing to sacrifice everything in order to make it happen.

4. If the Kingdom of God (the church) is going to be built up, it will need to be by those
who pray for wisdom and insight, to see it as it should be, and labor toward that end.

5. If we are to become different people, different from the world and holy to God, we will
need to be souls humble enough to empty ourselves and to hunger and thirst for all of
God’s righteousness.

A. Warnings Against Complacency
1. It is very easy to allow ourselves to slide into the every day rhythm of perceived

realities, and not challenge the things which are, and what we think we know.
2. It is very easy, when others do not care, to allow ourselves not to care, and excuse

ourselves in the process for our own lack of zeal.
3. The Scriptures warn us over and over that we need to strive for excellence, and that

it is not easy to please God, or to find our way to Him.

1 Corinthians 9:24 -- Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one
receives the prize?  Run in such a way that you may win.
Matthew 22:14 -- For many are called but few are chosen.

4. Of the 600,000 men who left Egyptian bondage (Exodus 12:37), chosen of God, and
lead into the wilderness to the Promised Land, only 2 made it (Deuteronomy 1:35-
38).  Not even Moses and Aaron entered in.

5. Of the estimated billions of people at the time of the flood only Noah, a preacher of
righteousness, and his family, 8 souls were saved (2 Peter 2:5).

Matthew 7:13-14 -- Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad that
leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it.  For the gate is small, and the way is
narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it.
Philippians 2:12 -- So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and
trembling.

 B. The Zeal of the Lord for His Father’s House
1. When Jesus dwelt among us, He gave us a prime example of enthusiasm for the

things of God.
2. In the most religious of places, where men’s feelings would be most incensed (or

enraged) at what He determined to do, our Lord, none the less, chose to do the right
thing and cleanse the Temple of those who had violated it.



John 2:13-17 -- And the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the
moneychangers seated.  And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple,
with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the moneychangers, and
overturned their tables; and to those who were selling the doves He said, “Take these things
away; stop making My Father’s house a house of merchandise.”  His disciples remembered that
it was written, “Zeal for thy House will consume Me.”
Psalms 69: 6-9 -- May those who wait for Thee not be ashamed through me, O Lord God of
hosts; may those who seek Thee not be dishonored through me, O God of Israel, because for
Thy sake I have borne reproach; dishonor has covered my face.  I have become estranged from
my brothers, and an alien to my mother’s sons.  For zeal for Thy house has consumed me, and
the reproaches of those who reproach Thee have fallen on me.

3. The zeal of the Messiah was a passion for His Father’s will.
4. Even if it estranged Him from those dearest to Him on this earth.

Hebrews 3:6 -- But Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are, if we hold
fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.
Isaiah 59:17 -- And He put on righteousness like a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on
His head; and He put on garments of vengeance for clothing, and wrapped Himself with zeal
as a mantle.

C. The Zeal of Those Who Follow Christ’s Example
1. When the gospel was preached in the first century, some got it, others were clueless.
2. We should not strive to just get by, but to imitate the examples of those who gave

themselves to God with a full and ready heart.

Acts 2:42,46 -- And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer... and day by day continuing with one
mind in the temple and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals
together with gladness and sincerity of heart.
2 Corinthians 8:2-5 -- That in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their
deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality.  For I testify that according to their
ability, and beyond their ability they gave of their own accord, begging us with much entreaty
for the favor of participating in the support of the saints, and this, not as we had expected, but
they first gave of themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God.
2 Corinthians 9:2 -- For I know your readiness, of which I boast about you to the
Macedonians, namely, that Achaia has been prepared since last year, and your zeal has stirred
up most of them.
 2 Corinthians 7:11 -- For behold what earnestness this very thing, this godly sorrow, has
produced in you: what vindication of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing,
what zeal, what avenging of wrong!
 

D. Conclusion
Titus 2:14 -- Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and
purify for Himself a people zealous for good deeds.

1. Zeal for God, to the extent of putting His kingdom and righteousness first, is not
just showing up at services instead of going someplace else or doing something
different.

2. It is a fire and passion, a devotion for the work of the Lord over all other things in
this life.  It is hours among our days planning ahead, and working the plans, that
God’s kingdom will grow in strength of number and spiritual maturity.  It is also
passing on that desire and enthusiasm to those that follow.


