
WHY WE LOSE OUR YOUNG PEOPLE
Ecclesiastes 12:1 – Remember also your Creator in the days of
your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near
when you will say, “I have no delight in them”.

     

Introduction:
1. Today, more and more parents are broken hearted over the loss of their children to

cults, or drugs, or just to the world – lost from the service of the Lord.
2. Many churches lose more than half of their young people, and not just from moving

away to go to school, into the service, or to take a job in another area.   This is a loss of
the next generation of capable young adults not interested in the things of the Lord, but
more in the things of the world.

3. What is causing such a falling away and a dropping out from the future of the church?
What is bringing about such apathy for spiritual life and heavenly perspectives? How
can so many of our youth, raised in Christian homes, leave without ever looking back at
the things of God.  Consider some of the reasons.

A. Lack of Proper Teaching
1. Here is one of those light bulb moments.  They are not going to know unless someone

teaches them.  And the best persons to do that are their parents, at least according
to God (Deuteronomy 6:4-9).  This is just common sense.

Romans 10:13-14 -- For “Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.”
How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed?  And how shall they
believe in Him whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a
Preacher?”
Romans 10:17 -- So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

2. Further, the more of a ingrained habit the involvement in the work of the Lord a
child has, the more it will seem strange for him if he does not do it.  Making morals
and ethics a fabric of their lives; with the mentoring of their parent superceding any
influence of school, peers or state; and the chances of them remaining faithful to
God dramatically increase.  

Proverbs 22:6 -- Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not
depart from it.

3. There is another obvious thing to be considered about parents.  They need to be
cool. They need to be able to handle the discipline in a way that does get it done
without aggravating the young person.  The instruction should be handled in such a
way that the young person really wants to learn.

Ephesians 6:4 -- And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up
in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

 B. Hypocritical Parents
1.  One more thing about parents - your children know when you are not the same

person Tuesday as you profess to be on Sunday.
2. When they see a difference between practice and profession, they soon lose respect

for their parents and the religion they profess.
3. Many people are turned away from the church because of hypocrisy.  The young

will walk away too and justify it with, “at least I’m not a hypocrite.”



Matthew 18:6 -- But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble,
it is better for him that a heavy millstone be hung around his neck, and that he be drowned
in the depth of the sea.
Matthew 23:25-28 -- Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you tithe mint
and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and
mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting
the others.

C. Worldly Friends
1. For good or bad, peer pressure is simply that, “pressure.”  When a cattle stampede

comes charging at you, there is only two things to do: turn and run with the herd, or
head for high ground.

2.  Everyone needs to consider the herd (crowd) they hang around with, especially
young people.  If one cannot change their friends, they need to change your friends.
All should know that there is guilt by association.

1 Corinthians 15:33 -- Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”
Proverbs 24:1 -- Do not be envious of evil men, nor desire to be with them.

3. Promote family togetherness, with your home as a gathering place.  Come up with
wholesome entertainment that is supervised.  Do not let the world dictate your
traditions, which should be godly.

 

 D. Evil Influences
1. We are surrounded by temptation in movies, TV, magazines, schools, office, etc.
2. If temptation were not a viable tool for luring people off into the world, the devil

would have abandoned it a long time ago.  The truth is, with our advanced
technology, it is even more powerful than ever.

1 Thessalonians 5:22 -- Abstain from every form of evil.
Ephesians 5:11 -- And do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead
even expose them.
Proverbs 23:7 -- For as he thinks within himself, so he is.  He says to you, “Eat and
drink!” But his heart is not with you.
Lamentations 3:27 -- It is good for a man that he should bear the yoke in his youth.

3. To let a child do what they want, especially when their mind are not fully formed,
and they have little perspective of the world around them, is to abandon them to an
undisciplined and unloving life.

4. “Those who do not know history are condemned to repeat it”! – George Santayana
5. “We learn from history that we never learn anything from history.” – Hegel.

E. Church Problems
1 .  Too many churches are filled with fussing.  Most of it involves petty things:

personalities, opinions, power struggles, cantankerousness, etc.  It not only turns
young people away, but many older ones too.

2. Many preachers are run out, many good men are kept from being elders, and many
young people who do not understand what is going on, simply drift away because
of a worldly spirit growing in the church.

Galatians 5:15 -- But if you bite and devour one another, take care lest you be consumed
by one another.
John 13:34-35 -- A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I
have loved you, that you also love one another.

 F. It Is Their Choice
Galatians 6:5 -- For each one shall bear his own load.


