
Who Is Hurt By My Unfaithfulness

Psalms 12:1-2 -- Help, Lord, for the godly man ceases to be, for the faithful
disappear from among the sons of men. They speak falsehood to one another; with
flattering lips and with a double heart they speak.

Introduction
1. The problem of unfaithfulness has apparently been around a long time (See Psalms 12:1

above and Proverbs 20:6). Surely we all know that God requires faithfulness of us
(Revelation 2:10; 1 Corinthians 4:2).

2. Faithfulness is something we are commonly familiar with:  A car that only starts one out of
three times is not a faithful car. A newspaper boy that delivers your paper three days out
of the week is not very faithful.  An employee that shows up late for work or slacks on his
job is not very faithful.  

3. This lesson will, very briefly, touch on the areas we need to be faithful in, and then to help
motivate us, look into who is hurt when we are unfaithful.

A. Areas We Need to Be Faithful In
1 .  There are many expressions used to convey faithfulness: being true, dependable,

trustworthy, loyal, constant, devoted, dedicated, etc.
2. These need to be applied in our relations with other people and with God.
3. These can also be applied to the areas of:  prayer, Bible study, worship, contributing

money and time, teaching, restoring, setting priorities, and doing good.
B. Hurting the Savior

1. God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked.
 Ezekiel 33:11 -- Say to them, “As I live!” declares the Lord God, “I take no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live.  Turn back, turn
back from your evil ways!  Why then will you die, O house of Israel?”

2. Jesus was deeply concerned over the lost city of Jerusalem.
 Luke 19:41 -- And when He approached, He saw the city and wept over it.

3. One’s unfaithfulness can be the cause of others blaspheming God.
Romans 2:21-24 -- You, therefore, who teach another, do you teach yourself? You who
preach that one should not steal, do you steal? You who say that one should not commit
adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who boast
in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God? For “the name of God is
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” just as it is written.

C. Hurting the Shaky
1. Your unfaithfulness can be a cause of stumbling for some weak brother or new convert.

 Matthew 18:6-7 -- but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it
is better for him that a heavy millstone be hung around his neck, and that he be drowned in
the depth of the sea.  Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks!  For it is inevitable that
stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes!
 Romans 14:13 -- Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this --
not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’s way.
 1 Corinthians 10:32-33 -- Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God;
just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of the
many, that they may be saved.

2. We should be using our influence for good.



Matthew 5:16 -- Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

D. Hurting Special Loved Ones
1. Think of the grief you cause your parents or children, wife or husband, etc. because

they know if you would die in this unfaithful state there would be no hope.
 1 Thessalonians 4:13 -- But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those
who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope.

2. Job was concerned about the spiritual well-being of his children.
 Job 1:4-5 -- And his sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day, and
they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.  And it came about,
when the days of feasting had completed their cycle, that Job would send and consecrate them,
rising up early in the morning and offering burnt offerings according to the number of them
all; for Job said, “Perhaps my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.”  Thus Job did
continually.

3. It will not matter what the preacher says in the way of trying to comfort your family if
you died in a state of unfaithfulness.

E. Hurting the Saved
1. Paul had a great concern for his brethren.

 2 Corinthians 11:28 -- Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure upon me
of concern for all the churches.

2. True Christians have an interest in their brethren.  Your unfaithfulness causes grief and
discouragement to the spiritual family.  Your unfaithfulness may also cause unbelievers
to blaspheme the church because of your actions, and prayers will be hindered.
1 Timothy 6:1 -- Let all who are under the yoke as slaves regard their own masters as worthy
of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine may not be spoken against.

F. Hurting Self
1. When we stop to consider those we may be hurting when we are not faithful, we need

to consider ourselves first.  When one is not faithful, God considers him not fit for the
kingdom of heaven.
 Luke 9:62 -- But Jesus said to him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

2. If he is not faithful while the Master is away, he will be punished when He returns.
 Matthew 24:45-51 -- ...But if the evil slave says in his heart, “My master is not coming for a
long time”...the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at
an hour which he does not know, and shall cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the
hypocrites; weeping shall be there and the gnashing of teeth.

3. He will not enjoy a good life here either.
 1 Peter 3:10-11 -- For, “Let him who means to love life and see good days refrain his tongue
from evil and his lips from speaking guile.  And let him turn away from evil and do good; let
him seek peace and pursue it.”

4. And if we do not care about ourselves, then we need to consider others who are hurt.
5. At the end of your life, as you stand before God in the day of judgment, do you not

want to hear...
 “Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in
charge of many things, enter into the joy of your master.” (Matthew 25:21)


