
WHICH OF THE TWO?
1 Kings 18:21 – And Elijah came near to all the people
and said, “How long will you hesitate between two
opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal,
follow him.”  But the people did not answer him a word.

Introduction:
1. People often wonder why God did not just make us robots or force us to do what is

right so that there would be no danger in going to judgment.  However, as young people
discover, if your parents make you go to church, that does not make you love them or
church.  

2. First, in defense of parents, since I brought it up:  Parents are obligated to instill in their
children the discipline of going through certain motions and to choose for the child the
right paths.  The child may not like going to school, but eventually it understands that
school, for the most part, is good for them and needs to be attended.  With that, the
child also learns how to study and think.

3. Church is the same way.  In fact, it is more important than school, for one learns how to
approach God.  Whether you choose to continue in that once you are grown up enough,
and out on your own, is now your problem.

4. So God through our parents, our teachers and our preachers tries to instruct us on the
right way, also giving us His blessings, His protection, and His love with hope that we
can see the difference between Him and the emptiness of the world.  One has free will,
mainly because God wants those who love Him to come to Him on their own.  He has
done all He can and will do, now the choice is ours.

A. There Are Two Gates
1. The excuse often given for doing something is because, “Everybody else is doing it.”

Research done in schools has shown that students will often pick the wrong answer
to a problem on the board, even if they know the right answer, because they do not
want to be different from the other students, or disagree with the teacher.

2. This is not a good way to proceed through life, and Jesus taught us this with several
parables.  One parable is that of the two gates.  This is especially important when it
comes to worshiping and serving God.  Men rarely pick God’s conditions of
proceeding, choosing rather to go along with men’s traditions or their own desires.

Matthew 7:13-14 -- Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad
that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it.  For the gate is small, and
the way is narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it.

3. Even when we come to God, we try to do it as we are, with all our sins.  God warns
us that this is not possible.  To come to Him, we must first be cleansed.  

Colossians 3:5-19 -- …Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its
evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge
according to the image of the One who create him…
Romans 12:1-2 -- I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable
and perfect.
Matthew 16:24 -- Then Jesus said to His disciples, ”If anyone wishes to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”



1 Corinthians 6:9-11 -- Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; neither fornications, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor effeminate, nor homosexual, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you; but you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.
Acts 17:30 -- Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to
men that all everywhere should repent.

 

 B. There Are Two Ways
1. As one begins a life toward God, he has a choice of two ways.  One is according to

God’s light and the other is according to the world’s darkness.
2. Many seem to think that with baptism comes a saved status that cannot be taken

away.  They do not realize that they must still not be guided by their own lusts, but
by God’s continued instruction, with constant study and application of His Word.

1 John 1:7 -- But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
John 14:6 -- Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth, and the life; no one comes to
the Father, but through Me.”

C. There Are Two Groups
1. With the Lord, there always seems to be two groups.  Of these, the fewer seem to be

the ones that do the right thing.
2.  As we saw with the parable of the wedding feast (Matthew 22:10), even in the

kingdom, for a while anyway, there is gathered together both the evil and the good.
We are always challenged to decide which group we are in or want to be a part of.

Deuteronomy 7:7 -- The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you
were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples.
Matthew 25:32-33 -- And all the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will
separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He
will put the sheep on His right and the goats on His left.

 
 D. There Are Two Destinies

1. For every decision you make, for every path you take, for every group you align
yourself with, there is always consequences.  At the end of each journey there is
either a reward or a punishment.

2. God is looking for people with the ability to make right decisions, to stand fast in
the truth, and to fight for what is right.  He is looking also for those who can
appreciate all He does for them and who want to love Him the best they can.

1 John 5:11 -- And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in
His Son.
Romans 6:22 -- But now having been free from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your
benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.
1 Timothy 6:12 -- Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you
were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
Deuteronomy 30:15 -- See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and
adversity…   
2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 -- And to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,
dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus.  And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from
the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.


