
When God Doesn’t Hear

Isaiah 59:1-2 -- Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short that it cannot save;
neither is His ear so dull that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a
separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from
you, so that He does not hear.

Introduction
1. Prayer is a vital part of many people’s lives, whether they are Christian or not.  Prayer is

also recognized as a necessary function of being a Christian no matter which “Faith” one
participates in, even cultic offshoots.

2.  Prayer is not a ritual, however, as some bureaucrats and jurists believe, but a direct
communication with God, as a privilege of being a child of the faith.  And though many
people freely go to God in prayer, almost as many do not realize that there are
disqualifications, and that there are times, when God does not hear.

3. All need to know these circumstances if they’re prayer life is to be blessed by their God.
A. When An Alien Sinner

John 9:31 -- We know that God does not hear sinners; but if any one is God-fearing, and does His
will, He hears him.
1. This is a statement from a blind man healed by Jesus, to the court of the Sanhedrin, as

his argument that Jesus must be from God.  Only God can heal, and God does not work
through those who are opposed to Him.  Jesus must therefore be from God and not a
sinner.

2. This was an evident insight into what men fundamental knew about God, i.e., one must
fear God and must do His will before God will respond to an individual’s prayers. We
can consider the prophet Isaiah as a possible reference.
Isaiah 59:2 -- But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and
your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.

3. God will not hear an individual entrenched in the world, who only turns to God for his
own base desires and does not care about the concerns of the Almighty or the intent of
his Creator.
James 4:3 -- You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you
may spend it on your pleasures.

 B. When Regard Iniquity in the Heart
Psalms 66:18 -- If I regard wickedness in my heart, the Lord will not hear.
1. One’s life must be in harmony with his profession.  A preacher must practice what he

preaches and the Christian must walk worthy of his calling.
2. Otherwise, he is not true to himself, to others or to God, and God will not hear his

prayers.  
3. More, knowing the will of the Lord, and yet wanting to do what is wrong, makes God

consider him presumptuous, defiant, blasphmous and to be cut off even from his
fellows, if not literally put to death.
Numbers 15:30 -- But the person who does anything defiantly, whether he is native or an
alien, that one is blaspheming the Lord; and that person shall be cut off from among his
people.
Exodus 21:14 -- If, however, a man acts presumptuously toward his neighbor, so as to kill
him craftily, you are to take him even from My altar, that he may die.

 C. When the Heart if Unforgiving
Matthew 18:21-35 -- [Parable of the accounting of slaves to one another]…so shall My heavenly
Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.



Matthew 6:14-15 -- For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your
trangressions.
1. Since one of the subjects we are to pray for is forgiveness from God (Matthew 6:12),

God has said He will not answer that request if we are unforgiving.
2. We must be as forgiving as He is if we are to be able to approach His throne of Grace

without hesitation.
 D. When We Mistreat Each Other

1. When Christians mistreat each other there is no way God will look favorably on their
lives.  Peter tells the Christian husband that his prayers never go higher than the ceiling
if he does not properly respect his mate.

2. Wives incur God’s wrath when they dishonor their husbands and by doing so dishonor
the Word.

3. Anytime we mistreat each other, the Lord takes it personally, as if we in truth are
mistreating Him.  Then what do you think He will then do when you try to go to Him in
prayer?
1 Peter 3:7 -- You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with
a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life,
so that your prayers may not be hindered.
Titus 2:4-5 -- That they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love
their children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands,
that the word of God may not be dishonored.
Matthew 25:44-46 -- Then they themselves will answer, saying, “Lord, when did we see You
hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of
You?”  Then He will answer them, saying, “Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.”  And these will go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.

 E. When Our Worship Is Empty
1. If our whole approach to God is a sham, do we really expect to con God into thinking

we are His friend?  Especially since He is looking at our thoughts and reading our
intentions, knowing us better than we know ourselves.

2. When we distort or ignore the things He has told us to do, do we really think He is
going to welcome us with open arms and answer our perverted desires.  Who are we
really kidding, God or ourselves?
Matthew 15:9 -- But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrine the precepts of men.
Matthew 4:10 -- Then Jesus said to him, “Begone, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall
worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’”
John 4:24 -- God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
Colossians 2:23 -- These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in
self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value
against fleshly indulgence.

3.  Just as there is no power in a temple or songbook or Supper or baptismal water
without God, there is no divine and spiritual power in our lives, if our lives are filled
with empty and meaningless things.

4.  God accepts our worship and our prayers only if there is truth and sincerity and
humble respect for the things He holds precious.

 F. When Prayer Requirements Are Not Met
1. Not having proper faith (Hebrews 11:6; James 1:5-6).
2. Not praying according to God’s will (Matthew 26:39; 1 John 5:14-16).
3. Without right motives (James 4:1-3).
4. Not being in a right condition spiritually (Psalms 66:18; Proverbs 28:9; 1 Peter 3:12).
5. Not by word or deed without Christ (John 14:13-14; Colossians 3:16).
6. Not selfishly (James 3:14).



 G. When It Is Too Late
1. People have a tendency to put God off.  Some day they will get around to doing what

is right.  Someday they will spend more time in prayer with their Maker.
2. But someday, too, life will be over.  And all the things we would have done, we no

longer have an opportunity to do.  And the time we would have spent in talking to
God will no longer be available.  

3.  Then it will be too late to request forgiveness, too late to ask for help, too late to
express our gratitude for all that He has done.  Too late to begin the journey with our
Lord, for this journey will be ended, suddenly and without warning.
2 Peter 3:9-11 -- The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  But the
day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the
elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in
holy conduct and godliness?
Romans 2:4-6 -- Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and
patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?  But because of your
stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man according to
his deeds…
Matthew 7:21-23 -- Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. Many will say to Me on that
day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast our demons, and
in Your name perform many miracles?”  And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.”


