
What To Stress

Matthew 7:21,23 -- Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven; but he who dos the will of My Father who is in heaven…And
then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness.

Introduction
1. Because there are a diversity of religions and denominations there are also a plethora of

marketing schemes, devices, strategies and antics to get people to come to church.
2. The techniques often get bizarre, and unfortunately, they do drag, coerce, fool or con many

into the wrong direction.
3. In this lesson, we will first look at some of the warnings against some of the things people

do that fit into the realm of the extreme, and then look at the simplicity and purity of
God’s pattern.

A. Whatever Evangelism
1. Watered Down:  There are many Biblical extremes that are sinful.  We sin when we

loosen or modify a law that God has given.  This often happens today in a permissive
and loose society.  Some preachers think that if they water down distinctive doctrines
that they will appeal to a broader range of people.  This fails because the group loses
its conviction as it becomes too broad.  
2 Timothy 4:3-4 -- For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance
to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth… to myths.
Galatians 1:10 -- For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God?  Or am I striving to
please men?  If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.

2.  Distorted:  We also sin when we write a law that God did not make.  This often
happened in New Testament times and moved one from the sphere of Biblical
evangelism.  
Colossians 2:16-23 -- …  Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-
abasement and the worship of angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without
cause by his fleshly mind… – in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?
These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and
self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.
Galatians 1:6-7 -- I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the
grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some who are
disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ...

3.  Uncertain:  Brethren also move out of the realm of Biblical Evangelism when they
justify so many fears and create so many obstacles that they never can do anything
because they do not know if it is an expedient option or a sinister, seductively new
innovation. Biblical evangelism is so important that it must not be ruled by non-Biblical
suppositions and fears.  If it is Biblical, it must be guided by clear Biblical command,
inference or example.  It must also be guided by the command to tell the “Good News.”
It must get the job done!

4. Too Secular or Politically Correct: When we are secularized, and do not reach out with
the Gospel, we are not biblical. The person who is unexcited about the “Good News” is
not “Biblical” for the gospel produces an excited urgency to proclaim it.
Acts 20:20 -- How I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and
teaching you publicly and from house to house.
Acts 20:26-27 -- Therefore I testify to you this day, that I am innocent of the blood of all
men.  For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God.



5. Too Lazy: The lazy brother who does not want to learn the 1000 things it takes to be
evangelistic is certainly not thinking about what the Bible teaches because its message
produces great desire to learn and to proclaim the truth.  Evangelism and personal
work must be recognized as “work” and our minds must be turned to that work.
Nehemiah 4:6 -- So we built the wall and the whole wall was joined together to half its
height, for the people had a mind to work.
Titus 2:14 -- Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and
purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.

6. Too Immoral:  Teaching and personal work by hypocrites and sinners is not a part of
the New Testament pattern.  If you are living an ungodly life and you want to help
others, the Biblical pattern is to repent and get some help to overcome your sinful
habits first.  A bitter tongue does not fit with the sweet message of the Word.
1 Peter 2:12 -- Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which
they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them,
glorify God in the day of visitation.
1 Peter 3:16 -- And keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered,
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.

7. Too Fearful:  Finally, the godly man is not ruled by fear.  Much potential evangelism is
stopped because of the fear of good people who have not learned to trust and plow
on.  Evangelism that is limited by “fear” is certainly not Biblical Evangelism.  New
Testament preaching was “bold” and it was not deterred by death, travel difficulties,
dangerous localities, or any other fear.  
Philippians 1:14 -- And that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my
imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear.
2 Timothy 1:7 -- For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and
discipline.

B. Biblical Evangelism
1. From Knowledge: It seems kind of a dumb statement, but one should know the Word

of God before they can teach it.  Knowing just some proof texts without knowing the
context can be destructive for the prospect as well as embarrassing for the teacher.
1 Timothy 1:6-8 -- For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless
discussion, wanting to be teachers of the Law, even though they do not understand either
what they are saying or the matters about which they make confident assertions.  But we
know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully.

2. According to the Pattern:  Before Noah built the ark, God gave him a pattern.  It was
direct and kept things simple.  For all things that God wants done He gives a pattern
and warning not to change it.
Hebrews 8:5-6 -- Who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses was
warned by God when h was about to erect the tabernacle; for, “See,” He says, “that you make
all things according to the pattern which was shown to you on the mountain.”
Revelations 22:18-19 -- I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this
book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book;
and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his
part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.

3. Not Going Beyond:  One of the biggest excuses people give for doing things their way
instead of God’s is the old song: “Well, He didn’t say we couldn’t!”  He did not have
to.  When God specified a thing, it automatically excludes all other options.
1 Corinthians 4:6 -- Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and
Apollos for your sakes, that in us you might learn not to exceed what is written, in order that
no one of you might become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.
2 John 9 -- Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not
have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.


