
         WHAT KIND OF PLANT ARE YOU? 

Matthew 13:30 -- Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in
the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather up the tares and
bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my
barn.”

Introduction
1. The New Testament metaphorically describes Christians as plants in a vineyard.

Paul describes the process of making disciples as planting and the collection of
saints as “God’s field” (1 Corinthians 3:5-9).  Christ talked of plants which would
be uprooted (Matthew 15:13).  

2. If we consider ourselves as plants in God’s field, we might do well to ask ourselves
what kind of plants are we?  In any field there are plants which are useful and there
are those that are not useful, perhaps even harmful.  Let us consider if we are useful
to God in a field ripe for harvest.

A. The Hyssop or The Thorn?
1. The hyssop is a plant that was used to impart saving blood

(Exodus 12:22).
• We too can be used as instruments to impart saving blood.  We

do so by bringing people into contact with the blood of Christ.
(Hebrews 10:22)

• It is only by contact with Christ’s blood that men can be saved.
The blood of Christ brings redemption, the forgiveness of sins
(Col. 1:13-14; 1 Peter 1:18-19).

• We can bring people into contact with that blood by preaching
the gospel to them (Matt. 16:15-16; Romans 1:16).

2. However, we can also be like the thorn, a plant said to choke out the gospel from
those who were once obedient (Luke 8:14).

• Do the things we do, tend to promote or hinder the
spread of the gospel? We can hinder the spread of the
word by doing nothing. Our idleness can us examples
to other to be slothful, thus making us thorns.

• We can also hinder the spread of the word by doing
the wrong thing.  By being an example of error.

• Believing  wives  are  to  be  good  examples  to  their  unbelieving  husbands
(1 Peter 3:1-2).  Preachers are to be good examples to believers (1 Timothy
4:12, 16) so that the congregation has a pattern to see and follow. By being
self-righteous and hypocritical (Matt. 23:13), preachers can be thorns.

B. The Rose or The Wormwood?
1. The rose is a plant that is associated with joy and

cheer (Isaiah 35:1-2).
• We should be a rejoicing people, full of joy because

of all that God has done for us and continues to do
for us (Philippians 4:4).

• We should be a people who cause others to rejoice.  



• Paul rejoiced in the obedient faith of Timothy (2 Tim. 1:3-5).  John rejoiced
over those who walked in the truth (3 John 3-4).    Job spread joy by his kind-
ness to the needy (Job 29:12-13).  All can rejoice in the gospel.

2. However, we can be like the wormwood, which is a source of bitterness and
malaise (Deuteronomy 29:18).

 

• Bitterness is something of which a Christian must rid himself
(Ephesians 4:31).

• Bitterness manifests itself in our lives several ways:  Hatred,
and unwillingness to forgive (Matt. 18:21-35), seeking revenge
upon those who cross us (Romans 13:17-21), blaming God for
perceived wrongs (James 1:13).

• We can also be a source of bitterness by causing others to be
bitter. Our disobedience can cause others to be disappointed.
By our doing wrong to others.  Through our hypocrisy many
can be turned from the truth.

C. The Mustard or The Gourd?
1. Jesus used the mustard plant as a symbol of tremendous growth

and something that eventually becomes a great benefit and
value (Matthew 13:31-32).
•  Growth must be characteristic in us as we strive to bring

maturity to ourself and others, and aid in the growth of the
church (2 Peter 3:18).

• We should become of great benefit and value as Christians.
We need the qualities of a tree planted by the waters,
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord (Psalms 1:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:58).

 

• We need to stand strong in the midst of a wicked world, like Noah and Lot
(2 Peter 1:5-11).

2. However, we can also be like the gourd that came up for Jonah.  It was of great
value to him for a while, and then withered away, becoming of no use
whatsoever (Jonah 4:6-7).

  

• Many let something hinder them from continuing their growth
and usefulness to the Lord.  Jesus warned that there will be
those who would become Christians but would not endure.
They cannot be counted on when trouble comes for they
quickly give up and give in (Matthew 13:5, 20-21).  Paul
warned about those who hindered the Galatians from obeying
the truth (Gal. 5:7-10).

• Some never reach the point of usefulness that they should be
(Heb. 5:12). For some reason, it doesn’t occur to them, like the
rest of life’s endeavor, they need to continually study, learn
and practice.

• Many for some reason or another fall away from any usefulness to the Lord.
They will fall away in unbelief, hardened in sin (Hebrews 3:12-14).  When
they continue in sin it is impossible to renew them again into repentance
(Hebrews 6:4-8).  There eventually remains no more sacrifice for their sins,
only certain judgment (Hebrews 10:26-27), and they are far worse off than if
they had never started in the first place.

• Forgive the pun, but we all need to use our gourd in our worship and service
to God, so that even when things change, we can adapt ourselves and remain
useful to the master and prepared for every good work.


