
What God Causes

Colossians 1:16 -- For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities – All things have been created by Him and for Him.

Introduction
1. When one observes the chaos and turmoil reported on a daily basis, one often concludes

that things are out of control. The Christian can calm himself by understanding that no
matter how bad things seem, God is still in charge.

2. But of what does He have control? and to what extent is He in control? is the subject of this
lesson.

A. God – The First Cause
Job 37:13 -- Whether for correction, or for His world, or for loving-kindness, He causes it to
happen.
1. Indisputably, the most universal, and the most certain, of scientific laws is the Law of

Cause and Effect, or as it is commonly known, the Law of Causality.  In Science, laws
are seen as “reflecting actual regularities in nature” (Hull, 1974).

2. Richard von Mises observed, “We may only add that almost all philosophers regard the
law of causality as the most important... there is hardly a more useful and more reliable
rule of behavior than to assume of any occurrence that we come to know that some other
one preceded it as its cause.”

3. John H. Gerstner (Reasons for Faith, 1967) correctly reasoned: “Because every effect must
have a cause, there must ultimately be one cause that is not an effect but pure cause, or
how, indeed, can one explain effects?  A cause that is itself an effect would not explain
anything but would require another explanation... But the argument has shown that the
Universe as we know it is an effect and cannot be self-explanatory; it requires something
to explain it which is not, like itself, an effect.  There must be an uncaused cause.  That
point stands.

4. Thus our opening passage is scientifically correct. God is the first cause for all things
that have been created.

B. God Has a Hand in All Things
Romans 8:28 -- And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
1. The concept that God causes all things to happen, whether good or evil, is not a teaching

of Christ.  This is the way many in Islam interpret the work of Allah, but it is incorrect.
This misconception, rather, is often stated as an argument that God also causes evil.
This is simply not true.

2. God made man upright, but man is the one who sought many ways to lower himself
below what God intended (Ecclesiastes 7:29).  God is not the source of evil, rather He
always stands opposed to it, while Satan and man himself are the real culprits.

3. What Paul’s point is that no matter what decisions men make, or what actions they
take, God will make it come out all right for those who remain loyal to Him.  Thus, God
does not cause evil, but He will surely deal with it, and in many cases make it work for
His elect.

4. This is seen graphically in the book of Esther where the law signed by king Ahasuerus,
ordering the extinction of the Jews, turned out to really be the death of their enemies
(Esther 9:1), and Haman was hanged on the gallows he had built for specifically
Mordecai (Esther 7:9).

5. When the Hebrews writer states that the Son of God upholds all things with power by
His word, he means all good things.

Hebrews 1:3 -- And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and
upholds all things by the word of His power.



C. Things Deserving Honorable mention
1. The following passages show how much God is involved in ways we normally do not

even consider.
2. Some of the promises He made to Israel still hold true to His people any time and they

are far reaching in scope.
3.  God protects us from our enemies, even dealing severely with them. He makes the

physical environment around us flourish. He showers us with blessings. He causes
righteousness to well up and flood over a nation.

4. Even when they were dead as a people, Israel was brought back to life.  In the Old and
New Testament people have physically been raised from the dead.  God can also cause
spiritual life to rekindle, not only in people, but in governments as well (Ezekiel 37:11).

5. God can also make the sun set when He desires and metaphorically He can bring even a
mighty power to its knees.

Deuteronomy 28:7 -- The Lord will curse your enemies who rise up against you to be defeated
before you; they shall come out against you one way and shall flee before you seven ways.
Job 38:25-27 -- Who has cleft a channel for the flood, or a way for the thunderbolt; to bring rain on
a land without people, on a desert without a man in it, to satisfy the waste and desolate land, and
to make the seeds of grass to sprout? [Rhetorical question. God!]
Ezekiel 34:26 -- And I will make them and the places around My hill a blessing. And I will cause
showers to come down in their season; they will be showers of blessing.
Isaiah 61:11 -- For as the earth brings forth it sprouts, and as a garden causes the things sown in
it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the
nations.
Ezekiel 37:5-6 -- Thus says the Lord God to these bones, “Behold, I will cause breath to enter you
that you may come to life. And I will put sinews on you, make flesh grow back on you, cover you
with skin, and put breath in you that you may come alive; and you will know that I am the Lord.”
Amos 8:9 -- “And it will come about in that day, “ declares the Lord God, “That I shall make the
sun go down at noon and make the earth dark in broad daylight.” [Although this is poetic license,
in the time of Christ and in the days of Moses and Joshua, it was real.]

D. For Better or Worse – God is in Control
1. As mentioned, God does not cause evil, on the contrary, to many people’s chagrin; He

does deal with it when it rears its ugly head.
2 .  God brings forth judgment to punish the wicked and preserve the humble. He

demonstrates His authority and anger as experienced by the Canaanites.
3. When the Jews sinned, He put an end to their good times and raised up individuals with

the might to destroy the idols and unclean teachers from the land.  For those who want
to believe lies, He will help them, driving their minds to become reprobate.

4. On the other hand, He can assist those who want to do right and walk in truth.
Psalms 76:8-9 -- Thou dist cause judgment to be heard from heaven; the earth feared, and was
still, when God arose to judgment, to save all the humble of the earth.
Isaiah 30:30 -- And the Lord will cause His voice of authority to be heard. And the descending of
His arm to be seen in fierce anger, and in the flame of a consuming fire, in cloudburst, downpour,
and hailstones.
Hosea 2:11 -- I will also put an end to all her gaiety, her feasts, her new moons, her Sabbaths, and
all her festal assemblies.
Zechariah 13:2 -- “And it will come about in that day,” declares the Lord of hosts, “that I will cut
off the names of the idols from the land, and they will no longer be remembered; and I will also
remove the prophets and the unclean spirit from the land.”
2 Thessalonians 2:11 -- And for this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that
they might believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth,
but took pleasure in wickedness.
Psalms 143:8 -- Let me hear Thy lovingkindness in the morning; for I trust in Thee; teach me the
way in which I should walk; for to Thee I lift up my soul.
Ezekiel 36:27 -- And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and
you will be careful to observe My ordinances.


