
What the First Pope Taught

Matthew 16:18 -- And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock
I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.

Introduction
1. Based on the Lord’s statement in Matthew 16:18, there are those who believe that Peter

became the first of a line of men who would have authority to make the laws of God’s
kingdom.

2. Peter had no ring for people to kiss, or a church built on top of him, and was infallible
only when he changed nothing of Jesus’ words.

3. What this lesson will do is first give reasons why the Papacy of Peter is improbable, and
second, why, even if it were true, most who follow him today contradict what he himself
taught.

A. Some Problems with the Papacy of Peter
1. The word “Pope” means: “father.”  If Peter were calling himself “father” he would

be violating one of the teachings of Christ:
Matthew 23:9 -- “And do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He
who is in heaven.”

2. Peter called himself an apostle and bondservant (1 Peter 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1) and
eventually became an elder (1 Peter 5:1) along with other elders who were over an
autonomous congregation.  Because he was an elder he could only shepherd the flock
of which he himself dwelt among at the time (1 Peter 5:2), and he had to have a wife
(1 Timothy 3:2-4; Titus 1:6) which he did (Matthew 8:14), since he had a mother-in-
law.

3. In Matthew 16:18, Jesus is not referring to Peter as the foundation of the Church for
He himself is that (1 Corinthians 3:10), unless you use Ephesians 2:20 where Christ
is the cornerstone, and then Peter must share being the foundation with the other
apostles and prophets.  However, in the context of Matthew 16, what Jesus is
referring to is the truth stated by Peter that He is the Christ, the Son of the living God
(see v. 16).  If Jesus had been referring to Peter he would have used the person
pronoun “you”, “Upon you I will build My church” instead of the pronoun “this.”

4. One also has to ASSUME two things to make Peter the first Pope.  First is that he
was the beginning of a line.  This is nowhere indicated in this context or any other
context.  There were, in fact, a great many years between Peter and the first Catholic
Pope.  Second, you have to assume that the keys given to him to “bind and loose”
refer to making laws (v.19).  Actually in chapter 18 where the phrase “bind and
loose” is again used (v.18) it is clear it has to do with church discipline, the judging
by God’s word a person to have sinned, and withdrawing from him if he does not
repent.  Here, this ability is given to others as well (to begin the process) and then to
the whole church.

5. As an apostle, Peter had the Holy Spirit to guide him to all truth and to help him
remember Jesus’ teachings (John 14:26).  

B. Peter on the Reliability of Scriptures & Salvation
1. Peter taught that the word of God would last forever, and that it was sufficient for

the purification of the soul and growth into salvation.
2. We either have to believe God speaking through this apostle or some guys later who

claim that they can change things according to some unknown authority passed on to
them by a broken lineage. [There at were times no popes and once three popes.]
1 Peter 2:2 -- Like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may
grow in respect to salvation.



1 Peter 1:22-25 -- Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere
love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, for you have been born again
not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding
word of God. For, all flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass.  The grass
withers, and the flower falls off, but the word of the Lord abides forever.  And this is the
word which was preached to you.

3. Peter also taught that one is saved by baptism [literal meaning – immersion] and not
by sprinkling.  He addressed this to men and women and never babies.
1 Peter 3:21 -- And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you -- not the removal of
dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience -- through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

4. Over and over Peter emphasizes that we need to pay attention to the Scriptures, for
they alone have been attested to by the Holy Spirit.
2 Peter 1:19-21 -- And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do
well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star arises in your hearts.  But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture
is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human
will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

5. Peter warns that distorting the Scriptures will bring about our own destruction.
2 Peter 3:15-18 -- and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation; just as also our
beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, as also in all his
letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand,
which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their
own destruction.  You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest,
being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness,
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him be the
glory, both now and to the day of eternity.  

6. Through all his years of preaching, Peter never changed the message of His Lord.  If
one wanted to come back to God, he was required to change his way of living and to
have his sins washed away.  Peter never absolved people of their sins, because only
his Lord had that right, and salvation could never be bought (See Acts 8).
Acts 2:37-38 -- Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to
Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”  And Peter said to them,
“Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit...”
Acts 10: 47-48 -- Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?”  And he ordered them to be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ.

C. Conclusion
1. It is an assumed connection that ties any hierarchy of men to Peter.  In any case, it is

not a lineage that connects one to God, but rather the planting of the seed that is the
word.

2. It is also an assumption that anyone has the authority to change God’s word other
than God Himself.  Peter warned that those who try will meet destruction.

3. The New Testament is Jesus’ last Will and Testament, and as Paul states, it is just
like a man’s covenant for “when ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to
it” (Galatians 3:15).

4.  Peter taught God’s Word would not pass away, that we must long for it and grow
by it, and that it teaches that repentance and baptism are necessary for salvation.

5. In essence, when one has the Word of THE FATHER there is no need for any new
information that conforms to the world from other supposed spiritual “fathers.”


