
     WHAT THE CROSS BRINGS   -   PART 2
Colossians 1:20 -- And through Him to reconcile all things to
Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross...

Introduction
1. The word of God elevates the cross of Christ to an exalted position as it sends forth

to the human race the beautiful things needed to be forgiven and to be right with
God.

2 .  In a previous lesson, we looked at three important things the cross brings:
Redemption, Love, and Forgiveness. Now in this lesson, we study three other
important things that the cross brings: Ransom, Reconciliation and Grace.

A. The Cross Brings A Ransom
1. The word ransom means a price paid for the release or redemption of a captive.

During times of war, prisoners captured will sometimes be ransomed for their
release.  In any such exchange, two things are evidenced by the price paid.  One
is that the prisoner is worth the price to the captors to compensate for the release
of the captive.  The second is that the redeemers believe the captive is worth the
price of being redeemed.

2. What is even more incredible than the fact of both sides valuing a soul so much,
is that the redeemer was willing to give Himself for the captives.
 1 Timothy 2:5-6 -- For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony borne at the
proper time.
 Mark 10:45 -- For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give His life a ransom for many.

3. There is one more thing that is evidenced by the price, that is, what the captive
thinks about it, whether he thinks it is worth it.  No one would consciously state,
that the life of another was too little to pay for our own life, especially in view of
the consequences.  Yet people reject God’s offer to set them free, and Christ’s
sacrifice on their behalf, all the time.
 Romans 10:16 -- However, they did not all heed the glad tidings; for Isaiah says,
“Lord, who has believed our report?”
 Acts 13:46 -- And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “It was necessary
that the word of God should be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it, and judge
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.

4. In 1829, Wilson and Porter were convicted of robbing the U.S. Mail and were
sentenced to death by hanging.  Three weeks before the time set for Wilson’s
execution, he was pardoned by President Jackson.  Strangely enough, Wilson
refused the pardon.  The case went to the Supreme Court and the court finally
handed down the decision: “A pardon is a deed, to the validity of which
delivery is not complete without acceptance.  It may be rejected by the person to
whom it is tendered; and if rejected, we have discovered no power in this court
to force it upon him.”

5. Most people would agree that Wilson acted foolishly by refusing to accept the
pardon.  Yet many of these same people daily reject the pardon that God has
provided through Jesus for everyone condemned to hell for their sins.
Matthew 7:14 -- For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few
are those who find it.



B. The Cross Brings Reconciliation
1. The word “reconciliation” suggests moving from one state to another.  The prefix

“re” means again or renew, and the word “conciliate” means to gain friendship.
Thus, to renew or regain a friendship.  

2. Before sin, God and man were the closest of friends, but this friendship was
severed when Adam and Eve disobeyed God (Genesis 3:6).

3. However, God’s love motivated Him to provide a means whereby man could be
reconciled to Him.  This took place even while man was still hostile to God.
 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 -- Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to
Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God
was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
 Romans 5:10 -- For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the
death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

4. The greatest friendship we can ever have is with God.  Friends on earth will often
let us down, even with best intentions.

5. Someone has written:  “A friend is one to whom we may pour out the contents of
our hearts, chaff and grain together, knowing that the gentlest of hands will sift
it, keep what is worth keeping, and with a breath of kindness blow the rest
away.”  Men can rarely do this.  God does it always.

6. If the cross had not brought reconciliation, we could never be friends with God,
because it was man that left God.  Even though God provided the means of
reconciliation, all sinners must still decide if they want to come back to God.
2 Corinthians 5:20 -- Therefore,  we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were
entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

C. The Cross Brings Grace
1. We have a song in which we sing about “amazing” grace.  Why is it so amazing?

Immediately after Paul declared that all have sinned, he wrote:
 Romans 3:24-25 -- Being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption
which is in Christ Jesus...

2. Grace is a favor that no person on earth deserves, and is a gift of love that was
set forth while man was in sin (Romans 5:8).

3. One time a little boy had lost his parents in death, and had tried to survive
alone.  His clothes became torn and dirty, and he was weak and hungry.  He
finally walked several miles to an orphanage and asked the Superintendent to
accept him as an orphan. The Superintendent asked, “How do I know you are an
orphan, what do you have to convince me?” The little boy stepped forward and
said, “Here I am, just look at me!”

4. With God, we come as we are, we have nothing else to bring.  But the very
bringing of ourselves is what God is looking for.  He has been waiting for us to
realize that we cannot survive on our own.  That what we are is unacceptable
and powerless.  That we are willing to turn ourselves over to His gracious care
and guidance into a new, obedient life.
 Titus 2:11-12 -- For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,
instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously
and godly in the present age.

5. Life has many temptations and the Devil is always on the prowl. Yet God’s grace
gives us access to God for help and hope for even greater things to come.
 Hebrews 4:16 -- Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that
we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.
Titus 3:7 -- That being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.


