
     WHAT THE CROSS BRINGS   -   PART 1
1 Corinthians 1:17 --  ... but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of
speech, that the cross of Christ should not be made void.

Introduction
1. Often, symbols are used to represent other things.  Of course, while we are talking in

these next two lessons about what the “Cross” brings, we are actually talking about
what the sacrificial death of the Son of God on the cross does to benefit mankind in
general, and Christians in particular.

2. There is much that the Cross does, some of which we will look at in these lessons.
There may even be things that the death of our Lord does that have not been
revealed to us according to God’s wisdom.  

3. But since the crucifixion of Jesus Christ is the singularly most important event in all
the history of man, what that event accomplished, is undeniably the most important
effect ever on the lives and souls of men.

A. The Cross Brings Redemption
1. Redemption means to buy back or to set free.  When Christianity was born, the

word redemption was associated with slavery.  If any person was willing to pay
the price, a slave could be redeemed.

2. When men became disobedient to God they became slaves of sin.
 Romans 6:16 -- Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as
slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in
death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness.

3. However, before there can be redemption, a price must be paid.  The only way
that Christ could bring redemption was to pay that price.  

4. No amount of silver or gold was enough for that price. It required something
special, something that would meet the requirements of the Law, a perfect, sin-
less sacrifice in the place of all of us sinners.
 1 Peter 1:18-19 -- Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like
silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
 Ephesians 1:7 -- In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace.

5. Under the Law of Moses, there was a continual struggle to deal with sin.  There
was set forth a priesthood, and the High Priest offered the blood of animals to
deal with the sins of the people year after year.  But as important as this system
was to Israel, permanent forgiveness could come only through Jesus as the High
Priest.
Hebrews 9:12 -- and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own
blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

B. The Cross Brings Love
1. After Jesus had explained the new birth to Nicodemus, He then explained the

motivating force behind salvation.
 John 3:14-16 -- And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of Man be lifted up; that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have
eternal life.  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

 



2. The word for love, agape, is the unselfish kind of love that considers the needs of
others even above that of self.  This is the kind of love that Jesus said there was
none greater, for out of it one would lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13).

3. Love motivated Jesus to go to the greatest depth of suffering, and to drink the
bitterest cup in existence, so that sinners might be forgiven.  The Cross is the
ultimate demonstration not only Jesus’ love, but also the love of the Father.
Romans 5:8 -- But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.

C. The Cross Brings Forgiveness
1. When Paul and other evangelists traveled over the world preaching the gospel,

they could remind sinners that Christ offered forgiveness.  Paul told his audience
at Antioch in Pisidia that Jesus had brought to the world forgiveness.
 Acts 13:38 -- There let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of
sins is proclaimed to you.

2. From the very first, even on the Cross, Jesus looked down on an angry mob with
hate and murder in their hearts and said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they do” (Luke 23:34).

3. Not only to them, but through the shedding of His blood, He made God’s
forgiveness possible for all men.
 Colossians 1:14 -- In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

4. To those that obey the gospel and then follow Jesus to the point that they are
willing to forgive others, they will receive forgiveness themselves from the Cross.
 Ephesians 4:32 -- And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other,
just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

5. Why is forgiveness so important?
a. It is our only way of being made pure from our past sins that we can be

accepted by our Father in heaven. Sin brings death (Romans 6:23), but
forgiveness brings life.  It also brings purity.

 b.   Forgiveness is the only way we receive God’s blessings
 Romans 4:7-8 -- Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, and whose
sins have been covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account.
 Isaiah 1:18 -- “Come now, and let us reason together,” says the Lord, “Though your
sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they
will be like wool.  If you consent and obey...”

6. This beautiful forgiveness from the cross effects us in two important ways:
a .  When a penitent believer confesses Christ to be the Son of God and is

baptized for the remission of sins, his past sins are remembered no more.
b. This forgiveness is not limited to past sins, but if the newly forgiven child of

God will walk faithfully, there will be forgiveness for future sins.
1 John 1:7,9 -- But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
…If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

The three things that we have studied in this sermon are very important, and they
make the Cross of the greatest value.  Have you allowed redemption, love and
forgiveness to be a part of your life?  Jesus has given so much from the Cross - are
you willing to obey and serve Him for that?  What are you willing to give?


