
The Wages of Sin

Romans 6:21,23 -- Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the
things of which you are now ashamed? For the outcome of those things is
death… For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Introduction
1. Do you ever think of yourself as worldly?  For many it is a badge of honor, like being “a

man of the world.”  We also probably hardly ever think of the consequences of our actions.
“Sin” is an archaic term and even its more updated label “crime” does not carry much
weight.  

2. It is demonic whispers, however, that tell us “I don’t see the harm,” or “even if I am hurting
myself it is small and effects no one else.”  And, “I always have tomorrow to get back on
track.”

3. We don’t think of “being of the world” as an addiction, yet if you think about it, every
addiction is a byproduct of the world.  Perhaps we need to take a serious look at sin and
the wages it pays us to work for it.

A. The Slavery of the Flesh
Romans 6:12-13 -- Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its
lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of
unrighteousness...
Romans 6:16 -- Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for
obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience
resulting in righteousness?
The term “flesh” has to do with the interconnection of the body and mind where the
natural desires of the body begin to reign over the will of the mind.  In this sense, flesh
becomes a powerful addiction, and becomes one’s master.

B. Sin’s Debilitating Effect
Ephesians 4:17-19 -- ...walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,
being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that
is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, have given
themselves over to sensuality, of the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.
Romans 7:15-19 -- For that which I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing
what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.  But if I do the very thing I do not
wish to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that it is good.  So now, no longer am I the one doing
it, but sin which indwells me.  For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for
the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.  For the good that I wish, I do not
do; but I practice the very evil that I do not wish.
Once the fleshly mind begins to rule, the spiritual mind begins to decay.  Eventually
spiritual things will be hard to discern.  Since the spirit is linked to the mind and body,
when it becomes unhealthy it will begin to affect detrimentally the other two.  The mind
then begins to speculate futilely and the heart begins to become callused.

C. Sin’s Altering Powers
We can see the effect in Peter’s life.  He boasted he would be faithful (Matt. 26:33,35).  But
then followed at a distance (Matt. 26:58).  Then denied and swore he was not part of
Jesus’ party (Matt. 26:70,72,74).
Matthew 7:16-19 -- You will know them by their fruits.  Grapes are not gathered from thorn
bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they?  Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree
bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.



Ephesians 4:22-23 -- ...in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which
is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of
your mind.
The ultimate conclusion is the death of the spirit and the mind becoming reprobate, unable
to come back to God. A dead and decaying body obviously no longer functions properly,
and the same is true of a dead and decaying spirit.

D. Sin’s Rippling Reaction
Exodus 34:6-7 -- Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord
God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; who
keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by
no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the
grandchildren to the third and fourth generation.
Jeremiah 2:8-9 -- “The priests did not say, ‘Where is the Lord?’  And those who handle the law
did not know Me; the rulers also transgressed against Me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal
and walked after things that did not profit.  Therefore I will yet contend with you,” declares the
Lord,  “and with your son’s sons I will contend.”
People often ask, “If I am harming no one but myself, why should it matter to you.” The
answer to this can be seen in any addiction.  The drinker who drinks until his judgment is
impaired and thinks he can go out and drive; the druggie who is so consumed with his
desire that he needs to rob others to get money for his habit, even his own family; the
pervert who wants recognition, acceptance, and a crowd.

E. The Finality of Transgression
Romans 7:13 -- Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me?  May it never
be!  Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through
that which is good that through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful.
James 1:14-15 -- But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust
[desires].  Then when lust is conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it
brings forth death.
There is a difference in being condemned to death and actually being dead. If you are
under condemnation, there is hope for pardon.  The point is not to wait.  As long as there
is this hope and reprobation has not set in, God is waiting to help if one only approach
Him and ask for His help and guidance.

F. The Gift of God
Romans 8:2-3 -- For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin
and of death.  For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh.
Romans 8:16-17 -- The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him
in order that we may also be glorified with Him.
Ephesians 2:8 -- For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is
the gift of God...
Now is the time to turn to God before it is too late.  If you cannot bring yourself to do what
is right, perhaps it may be too late even now.  In such cases we need to just turn ourselves
over to the wisdom of God and hope through the loving hands of His physicians we can be
revived.


