
THE TYPES OF WORSHIP
John 4:23 -- But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers
shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father
seeks to be His worshipers.

     

Introduction:
1. The history of a man will reveal what sort of thing is the object of his devotion.  He

cannot worship with any credibility two different things opposed to each other.
2. In such cases, the Bible says that he will hold to one and despise the other (Matthew

6:24).  The result is a warping into various types of worship that are evident and are
expounded upon in the Scriptures.

3. The Bible also describes the variety of objects that men worship, good and bad, along
with what is true and proper worship of the correct subject of worship.

A. Five Types of Worship in the Scriptures
1. The Lord explains that there is vain worship.  Vain refers to actions that are of no

avail, that is, of no profit, either to the individual or to God.  The ultimate source of
instruction must come from God alone.

Matthew 15:8-9 --This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Me.
But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.

2. There is also worship that is ignorant.  Worship in ignorance is not only vain, but it
is also aimless and excessive.  If one does not know where they are going, and are
concerned about it, they try too many roads.

Acts 17:23 -- For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I
also found an altar with this inscription, “To An Unknown God.”  What therefore you
worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.

3. Paul also describes will worship.  This is when people do what they want.  This is
not only ignorant and vain, it is illogical because it is based on one’s desires.  This is
when their god is their own ambitions based on lusts and desires.

Colossians 2:23 -- These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-
made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against
fleshly indulgence.
Philippians 3:18-19 -- For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is
their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.

4. There was a time when Jesus’ enemies clothed Him in the garments of a king and
made obeisance to Him. However, it was sarcastic and cruel, not meant in truth, but
as a form of ridicule.  This is mock worship.

Mark 15:19-20 -- And they kept beating His head with a reed, and spitting at Him, and
kneeling and bowing before Him.  And after they had mocked Him, they took the purple off
Him, and put His garments on Him.  And they led Him out to crucify Him.

5. But the Scriptures also enlighten us about true worship, the kind that God desires
and expects from those who truly love Him.

John 4:23 -- But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the
Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.



 

 B. Two Elements of Acceptable Worship
1. From the above passage, Jesus makes it clear that there are two things that must be

part of true worship.  The first, or one polar part, is spirit.  Since it is something the
worshiper must do, it is not the Holy Spirit referred to.  It has to do with the right
kind of attitude, like giving cheerfully.  This eliminates mockery and will worship.

John 4:24 -- God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.

2. The second is truth.  This is what is revealed from God.  This eliminates ignorant
and vain worship.  Why considered another pole is because the two are just
different aspects of the same thing.  One who has the right spirit will want to do it
the right way.  One who is concerned about truth knows that the truth tells one how
to worship.

John 17:17 -- Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.

C. The Subjects of Man’s Worship
1. Must not be other men.
Acts 10:25-26 -- And when it came about that Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and fell at
his feet and worshiped him. But Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am just a
man.”

2. Must not be devil.
Matthew 4:10 -- Then Jesus said to him, “Begone, Satan! For it is written, “You shall
worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’”

3. Must not be angels.
Revelation 22:8-9 -- And I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I
heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things.
And he said to me, “Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the
prophets and of those who heed the words of this book; worship God.”

4. Must be God.  (See Matthew 4:10; Revelation 22:9 above)
 

 D. Avenues of Proper Worship
1. Prayer
Acts 2:42 -- And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostle’s teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

2. Apostle’s doctrine
Matthew 28:19-20 -- Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
commanded you…

3. Fellowship
Philippians 1:3-5 -- I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer
with joy in my every prayer for you all, in view of your participation [fellowship] in the gospel
from the first day until now.

4. Breaking of bread
1 Corinthians 11:23-34 -- … and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, “This is
My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”  In the same way He took the cup
also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



5. Giving
1 Corinthians 16:2 -- On the first day of every week let each one of you put aside and save, as
he may prosper, that no collections be made when I come.
2 Corinthians 9:7 -- Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or
under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.

6. Singing
Ephesians 5:19 -- Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody with your heart to the Lord.

E. Four Requirements of Worship
1. God chooses the place.
Deuteronomy 16:2 -- And you shall sacrifice the Passover to the Lord your God from the flock
and the herd, in the place where the Lord chooses to establish His name.
Ephesians 3:21 -- To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations
forever and ever. Amen.

2. God tells what to do.
Deuteronomy 16:16 -- Three times in a year all your males shall appear before the Lord
your God in the place which He chooses, at the Feast of Unleavened Bread and at the Feast of
Weeks and at the Feast of Booths, and they shall not appear before the Lord empty-handed.

3. God tells what not to do.
Deuteronomy 16:21-22 -- You shall not plant for yourself an Asherah of any kind of tree
beside the altar of the Lord your God, which you shall make for yourself.  Neither shall you
set up for yourself a sacred pillar which the Lord your God hates.

4. God says how to do it.
Deuteronomy 16:11 -- And you shall rejoice before the Lord your God, you and your son
and your daughter and your male and female servants and the Levite who is in your town, and
the stranger and the orphan and the widow who are in your midst, in the place where the Lord
you God chooses to establish His name.
Philippians 3:3 -- For we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and
glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh.

 


