
The True Believer In God

1 Peter 1:21 -- Who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from
the dead and gave Him glory, so that our faith and hope are in God.

Introduction
1. Like any system of Law where the more you read about it the more you realize more is

expected of you, so too, when one reads the gospel and law of Christ (Galatians 6:2),
the more one realizes their definition of believing needs to be expanded.  

2. This is especially true in the present religious world where believing merely equates to
acknowledging that there is a God with no responsibilities of actually having to obey
Him and striving to do things His way.

3. In this lesson we will be looking at a few things that the Scriptures teach which make one
a true believer, but even in these we will see that believing is heavily laced with trust,
growth and purification, and with learning what is pleasing to the Lord.

A. Believes There Is A God
1. A true believer not only academically concedes that there is a God, but is willing to

put his belief into action.  This is trust!
2. He depends on God for much of life’s courses and enthusiastically engages in God’s

purpose with the hope of a reward for his efforts.
3 .  He also knows that Jesus is His Son and that He came for the purpose of

redemption.  
Psalms 14:1 -- The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”  They are corrupt, they have
committed abominable deeds; there is no one who does good. [See Romans 3:18]
Hebrews 11:6 -- And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
1 Peter 1:20 -- For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in
these last times for the sake of you who through Him are believers in God…

 B. Believes In Resurrection Of Jesus Christ
1. A true believer is one who believes in the power of God to resurrect men from the

dead.  This belief marked the difference in some sects of the Jews.
2. The believer also knows that the Father raised the Son from the dead as part of the

redemption process.
3. The believer understands that Jesus came to help raise him from the dead spiritually

to offer him new hope and life in Christ.
4. The believer trusts that God will also raise him from the dead in the final day in a

physical way.  This is the hope of Christians in the life to come.
1 Peter 1:21 -- Who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and
gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
Romans 1:4 -- Who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead,
according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord.
1 Corinthians 6:14 -- Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through
His power.
1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 -- … and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the
dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.

 C. Has His Faith & Hope In God
1. Most people seem to put their faith and hope in about everything else but God. They

rely on money, men, or things (i.e.: airplanes, machines, cars, economy, government,
etc.).



2. The true believer goes to God’s word for true guidance and he prays to God for help,
protection, forgiveness, true guidance, strength, wisdom, none of which can come
from any earthly source.

3.  For the true believer, God is his life.  All things extend from a Christ centered
mindset where all things are done with the goal of serving the Lord.

1 Corinthians 2:5 -- That your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power
of God.
1 Corinthians 15:19 -- If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be
pitied.
Psalms 38:15 -- For I hope in Thee, O Lord; Thou wilt answer, O Lord my God.
Psalms 39:7 -- And now, Lord, for what do I wait?  My hope is in Thee.

 D. Has A Purified Soul
1. A true believer is vastly concerned about fixing his life and his soul so that He is

acceptable to God.
2. He seeks restitution for his crimes and a renewing of his whole being.
3. He understands that he was meant to be a creature totally different from the world

and struggles to cleanse and purify himself to be presentable to his Creator.
1 Peter 1:22 -- Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of
the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart.
Psalms 119:9 -- How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Thy
word.
John 15:3 -- You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.

 

 E. Has Obeyed The Gospel To Being Born Again
1. A true believer is looking for a new chance in a new life.
2. He is anxious to enter into a new covenant relationship, being dead to his past.
3. He is honestly searching for truth and all that God promises it contains.
4. He is eager to build a new world where there is truth and justice and righteous living.
John 8:32 -- And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
John 17:17 -- Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.
Romans 6:17-18 -- But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became
obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been
freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.
John 3:1-8 -- Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus… Jesus answered and
said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God… unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God…”
1 Peter 1:23 -- For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable,
that is, through the living and abiding word of God.

 

 F. Is Different From What He Was
1. The true believer is marked by a changed life, beginning with baptism.  He knows his

life is true because it is different than it was.  Holiness means different from the
world and the way one was.  He does not shrivel from his unworthiness but rather
uses it to push upward and away from it.

2. He is constantly in the flux of repentance and struggling with the upward call of the
gospel of Jesus Christ toward the very image of God.

1 Peter 1:1, 13-16 -- Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen…  Therefore gird
your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought
to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former
lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy
yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”
John 3:36 -- He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall
not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.


