
The Things God  Hates
Proverbs 6:16-19 -- There are six things which the Lord hates, yes,
seven which are an abomination to Him:  Haughty eyes, a lying
tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises
wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to evil, a false witness who utters
lies, and one who spreads strife among the brothers.

Introduction
1. As John said, “God is Love.”  However, there are others aspects of God’s nature that

people have a tendency (or preference) to not know about.  In 2 Thessalonians 1:8, Paul
warns us the Christ will take vengeance on those who do not know God.

2. Even as God loves each soul, there are things that souls do that God hates.  Sin is such an
abomination to God that it separates man from Him (Isaiah 59:2), to such an extent that
His Son had to step in for us to make recompense.

3. It behooves us, therefore, not to do those things that God absolutely will not tolerate; to
not do those things that would again cause us to crucify our Lord.
1. A seventh is added to suit the requirements of the poetic form of the enigma (called a

midda). Apparently the seven are not a definite number intended to exclude all others.
As we shall see, there are more than just seven things that God hates.

2. Abomination is of Roman or Pagan origin and denotes the feeling of abhorrence for
what was ill-omened. In the moral sphere all evil conduct is like a bad omen, exciting
dread and aversion, because of impending disaster. It is things that humans should
cringe at, like being buried alive in a coffin with a mass of spiders.

A. Proud Look
1. Haughty eyes: The lofty look is the indication of the swelling pride that fills the heart,

the supreme disdain for everything and everybody. Pride is first, because it is at the
bottom of all disobedience and rebellion against God and His laws.
Proverbs 16:5 -- Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord; assuredly, he
will not be unpunished.

2. The Christian must dispense with his pride.  Our Lord taught for us rather to be meek
and humble.
James 1:21 -- …in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.

 B. Lying Tongue
1. Lying tongue:  Lying is hateful, because God is the God of truth.  Lying is the willful

perversion of truth, not only by speech, but by any means whatever whereby false
impression is conveyed to the mind. It is punishable by death (Acts 5:3-5).
Psalms 5:6 -- Thou dost destroy those who speak falsehood; the Lord abhors the man of
bloodshed and deceit.

2. Strange that we hate to be called liars, but we don’t mind lying. Especially if it gets us
out of trouble, saves us money, or makes us look better.

 C. Hands that Shed Innocent Blood
1. Bloody hands:  This is to have a murderous and cruel disposition, which, rather than

have its plans frustrated, will cover the hands with innocent blood.
Isaiah 59:7 -- Their feet run to evil, and they hasten to shed innocent blood; their thoughts
are thoughts of iniquity; devastation and destruction are in their highways.

2. God hates the taking of innocent life.  Cain was cursed for killing Abel (Genesis 4) and
God gave Noah a law against murder (Genesis 9:6), for we are “in His image.”

 D. Heart that Devises Wicked Imaginations
1 .  Wicked heart:  “Wicked imaginations” are literally “thoughts of iniquity” (Isaiah

59:7).  There are evil thoughts in all men’s hearts; but the devising, fabricating of them,
and thus making the heart into a devil’s workshop, is the mark of utter depravity and
wickedness.



2.  An imagination is a wonderful blessing, but it can become a curse, if we fantasize
ourselves into doing evil.  Rather, we must keep the mind pure.
Proverbs 23:7 -- For as he thinks within himself, so he is…
Philippians 4:8 – Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any
excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.

 E. Feet that Run Swiftly to Mischief
1. Evil feet:  To “run to mischief” is to carry out with quickness and without delay what

has already been devised in the heart.  It implies more than falling or sliding into sin,
which is common to all.

2. This is the individual who is eager to get involved in all that is wrong.
1 Thessalonians 5:22 -- Abstain from every form of evil.
Ephesians 5:11 -- And do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even
expose them.
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 -- Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God?…

 F. False Witness
1. False Witness:  Literally “to breath out” or utter lies as a false witness. Perjury is

obviously intended, but also the screening of the guilty, and thus being the vile
instrument in the hands of unscrupulous and inexorable enemies, as those employed
against the Lord and Stephen.
Zechariah 8:17 -- “Also let none of you devise evil in your heart against another, and do not
love perjury; for all these are what I hate,” declares the Lord.
Exodus 20:16 -- You shall not bear false witness.

2.  Another application may involve gossip or anything that has to do with untruths.
Before one repeats a story they should ask: Is it true? Is it fair? Is it necessary?  

 G. One Who Sows Discord Among Brethren
1. Strife Spreader:  This is the diabolical conduct of one who destroys the harmony and

unity of those who ought to live together in brotherly affection, and who disturbs the
peace of communities and churches by the under-currents begun by selfish interests.
2 John 9-10 -- I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among
them, does not accept what we say… unjustly accusing us with wicked words…

2. Peace is prompted by love and respect. If blessed are the peacemakers” then “Cursed
are the troublemakers.”
Psalms 133:1 -- Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in
unity.

H. Put Away “Putting Away”
Malachi 2:16 -- “For I hate divorce,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “and him who covers his
garment with wrong,” says the Lord of hosts.
1. There are actually two reasons given as to why divorce is such a vile act before God. It

is the treacherous behavior of the man against the wife of his youth (v.14). This is the
breaking of the very first institute of God - marriage.

2. The second reason is that the act covers the individual with iniquity.  In other words,
no man of conscience and virtue has ever divorced his wife.

I. The Hypocrisy of Idolatry
Jeremiah 44:2-4 -- Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, “You yourselves have seen all
the calamity that I have brought on Jerusalem and all the cities of Judah; and behold, this day
they are in ruins and no one lives in them, because of their wickedness which they committed so as
to provoke Me to anger by continuing to burn sacrifices and to serve other gods whom they had
not known, neither they, you, nor your fathers. Yet I sent you all My servants the prophets, again
and again, saying, “Oh, do not do this abominable thing which I hate.”
Isaiah 61:8 -- For I, the Lord, love justice, I hate robbery in the burnt offering...


