
These Things Are Precious - 3

Proverbs 24:3-4 -- By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is
established; and by knowledge the rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant
riches.

Introduction
1. Man has a tendency to debase things.  He profanes what is special and makes fun of that

which is sacred.  Because of this, he takes away from life all the things that make it truly
enjoyable, dignified and holy.  

2. The things that are precious to God should also be precious to man.  Not only because God
places great value on them, but also because they are of the greatest benefit to man himself.  

3. Truly, if man trashed everything so that there was nothing special about anything on this
earth, then life would truly be depressing and it would truly not be worth living.  People
who dive off of bridges or stand on the ledges of buildings hold to this philosophy.

 H. Precious Unity
1. Even in Old Testament passages one can see that God has always loved unity, for it

demonstrated the peaceful union of His people.
2. This was the main prayer of our Lord that His brethren would be at peace, to be one,

even as He and the Father were one.
Psalms 133:1-3 -- Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in
unity. It is like the precious oil upon the head, coming down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard,
coming down upon the edge of his robes.  It is like the dew of Hermon, coming down upon the
mountains of Zion; for there the Lord commanded the blessing – life forever.
John 17:20-21 -- I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through
their word; that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they
also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.
3. Of course, unity for unity’s sake is not what Jesus was praying for.  What He wanted

was for all men to be united in their peace and obedience to God.  
4. This was the unity that they were to strive for, at one with each other because they

were at one with their Creator.  As we can see, men can agree to disagree, but at the
cost of total disregard for what pleases our Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:10-13 -- Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind
and in the same judgment.  For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s
people, that there are quarrels among you.  Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am
of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” Has Christ been divided?
Paul was not crucified for you, was he?  Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?
1 Corinthians 12:14-25 -- For the body is not one member, but many… that there should be no
division in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.
Ephesians 4:1-3 – I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy
of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace.

 I. Precious Promises
1. God’s promises are precious because they are forthcoming from the pure and divinely

loving heart.  They are precious because they are sure, secured by His power.
Hebrews 6:18 -- In order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to
lie, we may have strong encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set
before us.



2 Peter 1:3-4 -- Seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  For
by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you
might become partakers of the divine nature…

2. Some of God’s precious promises are the insurance of a Savior to take on Satan, the
promise to Abraham to bless all nations, and the promise to all men not to again
destroy the world with a flood.

Genesis 3:15 -- And I will put enmity between you [Serpent] and the woman, and between your
seed and her seed; he shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.
Genesis 12:1-3 -- Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your
relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you; and I will make you a
great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.  And in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.”
Genesis 9:11-17 -- “And I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut
off by the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth.”  And God
said, “This is the sign of the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living
creature that is with you, for all successive generations; I set My bow in the cloud…”  [Note:
This could not be a local flood as some scholars suppose.  We still have local floods.  To
keep His promise it would have to be a massive flood to destroy the whole world.]
3. The Lord also promises rest to the weary and salvation from past sins.
Matthew 11:28-30 -- Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall
find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.
Psalms 50:15 -- And call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you…
Hebrews 6:10-11 -- For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have
shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.  And we
desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until
the end.
Mark 16:16 -- He who has believed and has been baptized shall be save…
Acts 2:38-39 -- And Peter said to them, “Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For
the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God
shall call to Himself.”
4. God has also promised to us all spiritual blessings in Him, to hear our prayers when

we pray properly, to return again for His own with the promise of life eternal.
Ephesians 1:3 -- Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.
1 John 5:14 -- And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything
according to His will, He hears us.
Philippians 4:6-7 -- Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let you requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
1 John 3:22 -- And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments
and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.
2 Peter 3:3-10 -- … The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
1 Timothy 4:8 -- …but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present
life and also for the life to come.
James 2:5 -- Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in
faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?
Titus 1:2 -- In the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago.


