
These Things Are Precious - 1

Proverbs 24:3-4 -- By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is
established; and by knowledge the rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant
riches.

Introduction
1. Things that are precious are things that are costly and are of great value.  However, the

terms “costly” and “value” mean different things to different people.
2. The world’s view of “costly” is that which comes at a large monetary trade. “Value” is

also viewed in terms of money or the bartering of things of equal value.  
3.  But even the world understands that “cost” can involve the giving up of time or life.

“Value” can also be expressed as that which is important, practical, or life saving.
A. The Lord’s Word (the Seed) is Precious

Amos 8:11 -- “Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord God, “When I will send a famine on
the land, not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, but rather for hearing the words of the Lord.”
1. It has been said that people do not really appreciate a thing until they finally lose it.

This has been shown to be the case with things like freedom and relationships.
2. It is especially true of the word of God.  Many nations and peoples are hungry for

what we take for granted, namely Biblical truth.  Israel at times let it slip away and
mourned the days they did.  It is like the Sun.  We take it for granted, but would sorely
miss it if it failed to appear.  So what about that which gave us the sun to begin with?  

3. What are some of the reasons that the word of God is so important? By it the worlds
came into existence.  It guided the prophets of old and the apostles of the new.  It led
the people of God in Old Testament times.  It is inspired of God. It reveals the
righteousness of God and saves the souls of men.

Hebrews 11:3 -- By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so
that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.
2 Peter 1:16-21 -- For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For when He
received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the
Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased” – and we ourselves heard
this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.  And so we have
the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in
a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.  But know this first
of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was
ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
Hebrews 1:2 -- In these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the world.
2 Timothy 3:16 -- All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness.
Romans 1:17 -- For in it the righteousness of God is revealed, from faith to faith; as it is written,
“But the righteous man shall live by faith.”
James 1:21 -- Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility
receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.
4. The word of God is the seed that is sown in the hearts of men, not only to bring about

a rebirth in their hearts, but it also gives man an ultimate purpose in sharing in the
work of God.

Luke 8:11 -- Now the parable is this, the seed is the word of God.
1 Peter 1:23 -- For you have been born again, not of seed which is perishable, but imperishable,
that is, through the living and abiding word of God.



Luke 8:8,15 -- And other seed fell into the good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a
hundred times as great… And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the
word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.
John 4:36 -- Already he who reaps is receiving wages, and is gathering fruit for life eternal; that
he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.

 B. The Lord is Precious
1. But the word is only great and powerful because of the one who brought it from the

Father and lived it for us as an example.
2. Of course Jesus Christ is not precious to all men, but He should be.  He is precious to

God because He is His Son.  And He is precious to all those who believe, for they
realize what He has done for them.

1 Peter 2:4-8 -- And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious
in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For this is
contained in Scripture: “Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he who
believes in Him shall not be disappointed.”  This precious value, then, is for you who believe…
3. He is precious because He lived a humble life, because He set the perfect example,

because He was obedient, and because He is our Savior.
1 Peter 2:21 -- For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving
you an example for you to follow in His steps.
Hebrews 5:8-9 -- Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He
suffered.  And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of
eternal salvation.
Ephesians 5:23 -- For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church,
He Himself being the Savior of the body.

 C. The Blood of Christ is Precious
1 Peter 1:18-19 -- Know that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold
from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
1. As the Scriptures explain, life is in the blood.  It is life for life that requites the law and

that makes atonement [read: at-one-ment] with God.  This is why blood is precious.
Leviticus 17:11 -- For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar
to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.
Hebrews 9:15,22 -- And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that since
a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the
first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance… And
according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
2. The blood represents the price, or cost, of human redemption, as paid by the life of the

Son of God.
Matthew 26:26-28 -- And while they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”  And when He had
taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; for this is
My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.  
1 John 1:7 -- But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
3. The blood is also precious for the other significant things it does.
Romans 5:9 -- Much more then, having been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the
wrath of God through Him.
Ephesians 2:13 -- But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near
by the blood of Christ.


