
                                  THANKSGIVING TO GOD
Revelation 7:12 -- ...Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanks-
giving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever...

  

Introduction
1. Our nation has set aside this time of year as an annual thanksgiving to God for His

blessings upon those first pilgrims who struggled to make the initial settlements in
this land viable and prosperous.  However, for Christians, there is much much more
to be thankful for.

2. But even as God makes our blessings abound still more and more, unbelievably we
struggle at times to think of what to thank Him for.  What we would like to do,
therefore, on this occasion, is not only give you some general things to think about.
but to take a look at the other side and see what the Lord Himself was thankful for.

A. General Considerations
1. Our Surroundings

•  This very nation is one of God’s institutions (Romans 13:1) to protect,
preserve and provide for His people.

• He also provided for such things as families and a home whereby, while we
are vulnerable in youth, we are nourished and protected and guided lovingly.

•  We should also be thankful for the church, our temple of worship, our
spiritual family, our fellow saints who offer ideas, instruction, comfort, and
encouragement.

2. Our Spiritual Heritage
• That we live in a society where one can freely live daily with an open Bible.
•  Be thankful for all those who died to provide us this freedom and who

labored, and continue to labor, to bring us God’s Word.
• Be thankful to God that in some mysterious way He opened our hearts to the

truth and presented to us the gospel at a time when we were ready to hear it.

3. Our Salvation  
• We should thank God for the cross, the awesome means of our salvation and

the willingness of Jesus to give Himself to it.
• We should thank God for a future of hope -- heaven.  For the trials and love

that prepare us for it and the glorious release from all trials, temptations and
problems when life is done.

4. Our Daily Provision
• All of creation has God looking out for it, keeping

it up, and providing for its maintenance and
nourishment.

• The whole universe should go down on its knees
daily and give thanks to God.

B. What Paul Was Thankful For
1. For Christ



• The two greatest things to Paul about salvation in Christ are the fact of the
empty grave...
 1 Corinthians 15:20, 57 -- But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first
fruits of those who are asleep... but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

• ...and the eternal gift.
 2 Corinthians 9:15 -- Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

• For Paul, the empty grave shows that we have a risen, living savior.
• And that the salvation possible is a gift that is also eternal.

2. For Christians
 Romans 1:8-11 -- First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ, for you all, because
your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world.  For God, whom I serve in
my spirit through the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how
unceasingly I make mention of you, always in my prayers making request,...
• Paul had a great love for the saints.
• For him, there was a fierce loyalty that we do not often see today.
• We need to be thankful for those sitting beside us who are more in tune with

our spiritual goals than any other people on this earth.

3. For Trials
Romans 5:2-3 -- ...and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  And not only this, but
we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance...
2 Corinthians 11:23-28 -- ...in labors, ...imprisonments, beaten..., lashes,... stoned,...
shipwrecked,... spent day and night in the deep,... danger of robbers,... wilderness,...
labor and hunger,.. .exposure,... daily pressure of concern...
1 Thessalonians 5:18 -- In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.

C. What Jesus Was Thankful For
1. For the Simplicity of the Gospel

 Matthew 11:25 -- At that time Jesus answered and said, “I praise Thee, O Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou didst hide these things from the wise and
intelligent and didst reveal them to babes.
• Rejected by the proud cities and the Pharisees, He is thankful for the humble

soul who would listen to the truth (1 Peter 5:6; Luke 14:11).
• He is appreciative that one’s reward does not necessarily depend on one’s

education, wealth, or fame.

2. For the Sufficiency of the Father
 John 6:11 -- Jesus therefore took the loaves; and having given thanks, He distributed to
those who were seated; likewise also of the fish as much as they wanted.
• How would you like 5000 people to drop in unexpectedly for dinner?
• Thankful for provision:  He made the Universe, but was thankful for loaves

and fishes.  He calls forth the stalk of wheat, yet is thankful for bread. He
spoke the sea into existence, yet is thankful for the fish.

3. For Salvation through the Cross
 1 Corinthians 11:23-24 -- ...that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was
betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it,...
• This is not just thankfulness for the meal, but for the very sacrifice of the

cross for which the Supper is a memorial.


