
                                    STUMBLING BLOCKS 

Psalms 141:9-10 -- Keep me from the jaws of the trap which they
have set for me, and from the snares of those who do iniquity. Let
the wicked fall into their own nets, while I pass by safely.

Introduction
1. Probably, just every once in awhile, as you read your Bible, you will come across the

term “stumbling block.”  It is not used in English very much (actually coined by
Tyndale), and is in fact, not found in Greek literature.

2. Yet it is insinuated into the teachings of both the Old and New Testament in ways
undetected and with consequences that are dire indeed.  In this lesson we will show
you the interesting ways it is used and show its application to the life of Christ and
also our own.

A. Defining Stumbling Blocks
There are actually two different words that are used for the term stumbling block.
Originally their meanings differed, but by the time of the Septuagint (LXX - 300
B.C.) they had already taken on the special force of each other.

proskomma -- Is the Greek translation of the Hebrew words: moqes, a trap or snare;
kasal, which means “to fall or cause to fall”; and nagap, “to hit or push.”

Psalms 91:11-12 -- For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you
in all your ways.  They will bear you up in their hands, lest you strike your foot against
a stone.

A form of this word is found in the New Testament: proskope - “The dislike
which causes one to take offense, the reason for offending.”

2 Corinthians 6:3 -- Giving no cause for offense in anything, in order that the min-
istry be not discredited.

skandalon -- Is the Greek translation of the Hebrew words: moqes, bait or lure,
figuratively to cause one to sin;   miksol,  an obstacle in the way  of the blind; and
kasal.    It was originally the piece of wood that kept open a trap for animals.

Amos 3:5 -- Does a bird fall into a trap [moqes] on the ground when there is no bait in
it?...
Psalms 140:8 -- Do not grant, O Lord, the desires of the wicked; do not promote his
evil device [moqes], lest they be exalted.
Psalms 106:36 -- And served their idols, which became a snare [moqes]...
Psalms 119:165 -- Those who love Thy law have great peace, and nothing causes them
to stumble [miksol].
Daniel 11:41 -- ... many countries will fall [kasal]...

B. Christ as a Stumbling Block
1. Jesus is spoken of in the Old and New Testaments conversely as, a stone which

serves as the foundation for the church, and the stone over which one can fall,
the “stumbling stone”.  

2. In this way He is the cornerstone for the kingdom of God for all truth to be built
upon, and yet this same stone can be an obstacle to destruction for all those who
would war against that truth.



Isaiah 8:14 -- Then He shall be sanctuary; but to both of the houses of Israel, a stone of
stumbling and a rock to stumble over, and a snare and a trap for the inhabitants of
Jerusalem.
Romans 9:32-33 -- Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were
by works.  They stumbled over the stumbling stone, just as it is written, “Behold, I lay in
Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, and he who believes in Him will not be
disappointed.”
1 Peter 2:7-8 -- This precious value, then, is for you who believe.  But for those who
disbelieve, “The stone which the builders rejected, this became the very corner stone,” and,
“A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for they stumble because they are disobedient
to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.
Luke 20:18 -- Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces;  but on whomever
it falls, it will scatter him like dust.

3. Jesus was also an offense to his disciples because of His sufferings (Matthew
26:31), for suffering was incompatible with their preconceptions.

4. He was an offense to Peter when He prophesied His own death (Matt. 16:22).
5. He was an offense to John the Baptist (Matthew 11:6) when He revealed Himself

as the Messiah in a way John had not expected.
6. He was an offense to the Pharisees when His teachings contradicted their

concept of the Law (Matthew 15:12).
7. His cross, and the teachings of it, were an offense to the wisdom of the Greeks

and the works of the Jews, since it was wiser in its truth and took all power from
salvation as an earned wage.

1 Corinthians 1:18,20,23 -- For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing
foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God... Where is the wise
man?  Where is the scribe?  Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God made foolish
the wisdom of the world?... but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block,
and to Gentiles foolishness.  

C. We Can Be Stumbling Blocks
1. By preaching false doctrine (Romans 16:17).
2. Letting our strength overcome the weak. (1 Corinthians 8:13).

 Romans 14:13,20 -- Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather
determine this -- not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’s way... Do
not tear down the work of God for the sake of food.  All things are indeed clean, but they
are evil for the man who eats and gives offense.
 

3. ...Or causing little ones to fall away.  
 Matthew 18:5-6 -- And whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me; but
whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it is better for him
that a heavy millstone be hung around his neck, and that he be drowned in the depth of
the sea.  
 [In Luke 17:2, the term “little ones” (mikros) may refer to weak Christians who
need special help; those who need rebuke and then forgiveness, verses 3-4.]
 Luke 17:1 -- And He said to His disciples, “It is inevitable that stumbling blocks
should come, but woe to him through whom they come!”
 

4. The above verse is also a good argument for those who do evil (prostitute, sell
drugs, make pornographic material, etc. with the argument that, “Someone is
going to do it, so why not me?”

1 Corinthians 10:32 -- Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of
God.


