
The Silence of God

Psalms 50:21 -- These things you have done, and I kept silence; you thought
that I was just like you; I will reprove you, and state the case in order before
your eyes.

Introduction
1. In Psalms 50, Asaph, the chief of the Levites, announces the appearance of God ”out of

Zion” in judgment upon the wicked.  Heaven and earth are called to witness (vv. 1,4).
2. It is a twofold address:  The righteous are exhorted to worship (vv. 14-15), and warned

against too much trust in sacrifice (vv. 8-13).  The wicked are reproved for hypocrisy, their
hatred for instruction, their sins in action and speech, and their base idea of the nature of
God (vv. 16-21).

3. The thought that stands out in the address is that God has kept silent, but He will speak
out!  There is much to be learned from when God speaks out AND when God is silent.

A. God Has Spoken to Us
1. Through His Son:  In fulfillment of prophesy and in His recorded teachings.

Hebrews 1:1-2 -- God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many
portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He make the world.
Deuteronomy 18:18 -- I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I
will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.
Luke 4:16-21 -- And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him.  And He opened the
book, and found the place where it was written, “…He has sent Me to proclaim release to the
captives…” And He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, …and He began to say
to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
John 12:48-49 -- He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges
him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.  For I did not speak on My own
initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me commandment, what to say, and
what to speak.

2. Through the Apostles:
a. They were guided by the Holy Spirit.

John 16:13 -- But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the
truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak;
and He will disclose to you what is to come.
John 14:26 -- But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name,
He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

b. They were commissioned (Matthew 28:18-20).
c. They preached (1 Corinthians 2:12-13; Galatians 1:11-12).
d. They wrote Scripture by inspiration.

2 Peter 3:1-2 -- …I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by
way of reminder, that you should remember the words spoken…
2 Thessalonians 2:15 -- So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which
you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.
Ephesians 3:3-5 – …when you read you can understand my insight…
1 John 1:1-4 -- What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen
with our eyes,… these things we write…



3. But He now remains silent.
Deuteronomy 29:29 -- The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed
belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.

B. What the Silence of God Indicates
1. The infallibility of Scriptures.  There is no need for further revelations.

Jude 3 -- …I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the
faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. (See v. 5 also)

2. Infinite wisdom.  His truth is now good for all times and ages.
3. Infinite mercy. (See Psalms 50:21 above)

2 Peter 3:9 -- The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

C. When God Remains Silent, Men Sin
1. They offer bad sacrifices (Psalms 50:14-15); they fail to keep vows (50:14); they tell

others to do what they do not (50:16); they think God is like them (50:21); they hate
discipline (50:17); they are pleased with thieves and side with adulterers (50:18); they
speak evil and frame deceit (50:19); and speak against their own family (50:20).

2. They presume to speak for God.  When God says nothing, man must keep silent.
Deuteronomy 4:2 -- But you who held fast to the Lord your God are alive today, every one of
you.
Hebrews 7:14 -- For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, a tribe with
reference to which Moses spoke nothing concerning priests.
a .  Moses spoke nothing about priests from other tribes. The Hebrews writer is

pointing out the principle that silence does not give consent.
b. Paul and John both teach this principle of silence when the Scriptures say nothing

more.
1 Corinthians 4:6 -- Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself
and Apollos for your sakes, that in us you might learn not to exceed what is written, in
order that no one of you might become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.
2 John 9 -- Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not
have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.

3. Where the Scriptures stop, our practice should stop.  We are to do what God teaches,
not what He has not taught.  But look where man goes beyond.
• The washing of hands.  The Pharisees erred in directing men to do something God

had not called for (Mark 7:1-13).
• Sprinkling babies.  Countless children are christened (sprinkled with water) as a

religious act each year, though the Scriptures do not call for it.  (See rather Romans
6:3-4; Acts 2:38-41; 5:14).

• Mechanical music.  God specifically tells us to sing (Colossians 3:16), but is silent
about instruments.  Psalms 150 would also authorize dancing (v.4).

• Societies, Guilds and Institutions.  God specified only one organization for saints to
function in the doing of the work of the Lord, i.e. the local congregation (Acts
14:23; Philippians 1:1; Romans 16:16), and there is no example to the contrary in
the Scriptures.

• Extended oversight of an eldership.  God specified the work of elders to be over
“the flock that is among you” (1 Peter 5:1-4; Acts 20:28).  When such supervision
is broadened to include area-wide and nationwide functions requiring financing of
many churches, it is going beyond that which is written.  There is no example in
Scripture of churches pooling resources under one Eldership to do a general work
for all.  The doing of such was the beginning of the Apostasy prophesied by Paul.


