
Self-Righteousness (A Bad Thing)

Matthew 6:33 -- But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all
these things shall be added to you.

Introduction
1. Most of the parables of Jesus relate to the kingdom of heaven.  In this lesson we will look

at a particular parable comparing the kingdom to a king who gave a wedding feast.
2. Where other parables focus on the readiness of those in the kingdom to be prepared for the

coming of the bridegroom, this parable concerns those who believe themselves to be part of
the kingdom, but who are excluded by various forms of self-righteousness.

3. Looking at the context of this teaching by the Master, we hope to take a critical look at
ourselves in the light of proper guidance.

A. The Righteous who Reject God: Matthew 22:1-14
Matthew 22:1-3 -- And Jesus answered and spoke to them again in parables, saying, “The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king, who gave a wedding feast for his son.  And he sent
out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were unwilling to
come.”
1. This parable is set into, and drawn from, the events of Jesus’ time, yet it encompasses

the entire future of the kingdom to the end. The king is God.  The slaves are possibly
the prophets, but more likely the apostles.

2. From the surrounding context we know who the invited guests were. In Matthew 21:45,
the writer records, “And when the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables,
they understood that He was speaking about them.”  Knowing this, we understand
that the invitation to the feast was really the call of the gospel rejected by those who
were the religious leaders and keepers of the Law of God at that time.

3. Our task is to see where they went wrong and to learn not to make the same mistakes
today, since we now are the supposed keepers of the faith.

Matthew 22:4-6 -- “Again he sent out other slaves saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited,
“Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered and
everything is ready; come to the wedding feast.”’ But they paid no attention and went their way,
one to his own farm, another to his business, and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them
and killed them.”
1. Rejected by the Jews, here is a foretelling of an invitation to Gentiles.
2. God’s magnificent feast is prepared and ALL things are ready.  The time to come is

now.  There is no more time or invitation later.
3. Notice what the excuses are of those who took no notice; their possessions and their

businesses.
4. Then there are those who actively opposed the invitation. (Cf. Their murder of Stephen

and his closing remarks - Acts 7:48-59)
Matthew 22:7 --  “But the king was enraged and sent his armies, and destroyed those murderers,
and set their city on fire.”
1. A specific example of this may be seen in the destruction of Jerusalem.
2. What we see here also is the glory of the king; industrious enough to prepare the

grandest of feasts, powerful enough to send out an invitation to all the world,
authoritative enough to send out at the same time armies to revenge himself on His
enemies.

Matthew 22:8-10 -- “Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were
invited were not worthy.  Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find there,
invite to the wedding feast.  And those slaves went out into the streets, and gathered together all
they found, both evil and good; and the wedding hall was filled with dinner guests.”



1. Not worthy by means of ignoring and resisting.
2. The main highways are the crossroads of the world; Corinth, Ephesus, Rome…
3. Note that temporarily the kingdom is filled with good and evil.
Matthew 22:11-14 -- “But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw there a
man not dressed in wedding clothes, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here
without wedding clothes?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him
hand and foot, and cast him into the other darkness; in that place there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’  For many are called, but few are chosen.”
1. The feast is on and suddenly the king himself appears.
2. The address of “friend” is not as nice in the Greek as in English.
3. How dare this one appear not properly dressed.  It was not that he didn’t have proper

clothing.  All were provided by the host (Eastern custom). His impudence to appear in
his own rags.

4. The example is proper.  We come to God in Christ’s righteousness, not our own.
5. The punishment goes beyond the parable, bound as a criminal; this one is cast into hell.
6. Why is only one addressed when there are many there called but not to be chosen for

the same reason?  Masterfully it leads us to ask, “Is it I?”
B. Application - Ways Our Self-Righteousness Emerges

1. When we think we can ignore God’s invitation.
2. When we decide there are things more important than the kingdom.
3. When we attack God or His servants.
4. When we try to be good our way.
5. When we think God will not mind our old worldliness in the presence of His righteous

people.
6. When we do not question our own methods and motives and wisdom for the things

that we do.
7. One of the big problems with the Jewish people was their setting their own standards

of what were right and wrong and believing they were right with God. As Paul put it to
the Romans:
Romans 10:2-3 -- For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not in
accordance with knowledge.  For not knowing about God’s righteousness, and seeking to
establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.


