
    THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST   

2 Peter 1:19 -- ...until the day dawns and the morning star arises in
your hearts.

Introduction
1. The study of the second coming of Jesus is infused with much speculation and

erroneous application of scripture.  The idea of time to repent during the period of
“rapture”, of a second chance while Jesus sets up a kingdom, all gives people false
hope and no need to meet God’s terms at this time.  

2. What proper understanding of the second coming (parousia) of Christ does is give
the child of God a confidence in God’s retribution and also provides a hope and
comfort (1 Thessalonians 4:18) to those who have been faithful.

A. Scriptures on Christ’s Coming Again
John 14:2-3 -- In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would
have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you I
will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.
Acts 1:11 -- And they also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky?
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as
you have watched Him go into heaven.
Hebrews 9:28  --  So  Christ  also,  having been offered once to bear the sins of many,  shall
appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.

1. Jesus promised that He would return.
2. The angels said that He would return.
3. The New Testament writers affirm also that He will return.

 B. Passages of Scripture Misused
Amos 5:18 -- Alas, you who are longing for the day of the Lord, for what purpose will the
day of the Lord be to you?  It will be darkness and not light.
Joel 1:15 -- Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is near, and it will come as
destruction from the Almighty.  
Obadiah 15 -- For the day of the Lord draws near on all the nations.  As you have done, it
will be done to you.  Your dealings will return on your own head.

1. Old Testament passages often look for a “day of the Lord” that means God’s
revenge will come upon someone.  Note that the day is “near.”

2.  Most O.T. passages, if looking beyond the immediate crisis, look toward the
coming of New Testament times.  Peter quotes Joel in Acts 2 to say that that
prophet referred to those times.   Note also Acts 3:24 concerning all the prophets
announcing the days of the New Testament.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 -- For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall
rise first.   Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.

1. This passage of Scripture is the main text for the false doctrine of “The Rapture.”
2. However, the word is not used here.
3. Also, there is nothing said about Jesus setting up a kingdom, or even coming to

the earth.  It says that the dead and the living who are in Christ shall meet Him
in the air and ever be with Him there.



Matthew 24:14 -- And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world for a
witness to all nations, and then the end shall come.
Matthew 25:31-34, 46 -- But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels
with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  And all the nations will be gathered
before Him; and He will separate them one from another... Then the King will say to those
on His right, “Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world... And these will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.

1. The 24 and 25th chapters of Matthew refer to the end of the Jewish age and are
made up totally of parables concerning the kingdom of heaven.  Note that that
generation will see it come (Matthew 24:34).  Everything is connected to this
passage with “but” (v.36), “then” (v.40), “therefore” (v.42), “who then” (v.45),
“then the kingdom of heaven will be compared to” (25:1), “for” (v.14), “but
when the Son of Man comes... He will sit on His glorious throne” (v.31).

2. If we take this as the time of the end, then it lends credence to the theory of “The
Rapture” for it states that some will be left behind (24:40-41).

3. The Kingdom has already come and the Lord is already sitting as King.
Hebrews 12:28 -- Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us
show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence.
Colossians 1:13 -- For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to
the kingdom of His beloved Son.
Revelation 1:9 -- I John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom
and perseverance which are in Jesus...
1 Corinthians 15:23-24 -- But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that
those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, when He delivers up the
kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and
power.
1 Timothy 6:14-15 -- That you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until
the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which He will bring about at the proper time -- He
who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords....

C. What the End Will Be Like
John 5:28-29  -- Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the
tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a
resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.
1 Thessalonians 4:14-15 -- For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God
will bring Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  For this we say to you by the word of
the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede
those who have fallen asleep.
John 12:48 -- He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges
him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.
2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 -- ...the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty
angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those
who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. And these will pay the penalty of eternal
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He
comes to be glorified in His saints on that day,... marveled at among all who believed...
2 Peter 3:10-13 -- But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will
pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth
and its works will be burned up.  Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what
sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning,
and the elements will melt with intense heat!

1. When Jesus comes again, there will be nothing to set a kingdom up on.
2. Rather, it will be a day of judgment for all those who do not obey the gospel.


