
Prayer with Power

Proverbs 15:29 -- The Lord is far from the wicked, but He hears the prayer of
the righteous.

Introduction
1. One of the most beautiful things in the Christian life is prayer.  Prayer can be defined as

“a spiritual child talking to his heavenly Father through the name of Jesus.”
2. When one studies the Bible about prayer, he cannot help from observing that prayer is

associated with power.  Jesus taught: “Ask, and it will be given; seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7).

3. As Jesus made this promise, He was speaking of prayers prayed in the proper way, and
in accordance with God’s will. In fact, one cannot ask in Christ’s name without
submitting to the Lord’s will.  Notice some of the requirements that turn on the power in
prayer.

A. Prayer Must Be Sincere
1. There have always been those that pray without sincerity, but God has not heard

such prayers.  It is the sincere heart that concerns God.  In the Old Testament we
read of David, a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22).  

2.  How did he reach God? Look at one of his prayers (note Psalms 69:13-17 for
example).  Each of his words suggests sincerity.

3. There was a story about a wealthy man who was lost at sea and promised God that
if He saved him, he would give God half his money.  Yet as he came in sight of land
and was carried closer and closer to shore he began to amend his promise to 25%
and then 10% and then to “If you ever need me just call.”

4. Too often this kind of insincerity (or lack of gratitude) is practiced. Jesus told the
hypocrites of His time that their prayers would be heard only by men and not God.
Why?  Because they were insincere.

B. Prayer Must Be With Faith
1.  One of the fastest ways to remove power from prayer is to pray without faith.

When James wrote the brethren to ask God for wisdom, he warned:
 James 1:6-7 -- But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave
of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  For let not that man suppose that he will receive
anything from the Lord.

2. Once a lady had a large stump just outside her window, and one night before going
to bed she decided to pray that the Lord would remove the stump.  The next
morning she ran to the window, and the stump was still there.  She then remarked,
“Ah, I knew He wouldn’t do it.”  Even if she had been praying within God’s will, He
would not have answered her prayer, for it was without faith.

3. In Luke 11:5-10, in the illustration of a man who had unexpected company and went
to a friend’s house to get some food, Jesus gives His disciples an insight into one of
the elements of prayer....
 Luke 11:8 -- “I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend,
yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs.”

4. Persistence only occurs in a person’s mind when they are sure that what they want is
available and can be obtained if they continue to ask.  This is faith and is a
necessary element in prayer.

C. God Answers Prayer His Way
1. For prayer to have power, one must believe that God answers all prayers of His

children.  This is not to say that He always answers prayers in the way we want,
because God does not always say yes!  



2. God can answer prayers three ways:  (a) He may answer “yes.”  (b) He may answer
“no.” (c) He may answer, “wait a while.”  He chooses what is best for His children,
as any good parent would.  Note even what He told Paul...
 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 -- “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness.”

3. Even when Jesus was in the shadow of the cross, He understood that whatever was
asked for, it was still the Father’s wisdom that was best.
Matthew 26:39  -- “O my Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless,
not as I will, but as you will.”

D. Elements in Jesus’ Model Prayer
1.  When the Lord’s disciples asked Him how they ought to prayer, Jesus instructed

them in Matthew 6:9-13.  Several things should be noted:
2. When addressing the Father there should be respect and honor.
3. Our prayer should concern His kingdom.
4. We should be concerned for what God can daily supply to us.
5. We should also be in a forgiving spirit.

E. Pray With Humility
1. Another very important requirement for prayer with power is to pray with humility.

The haughty in spirit never receive anything from the Lord.  The old saying applies,
“If you want to bring back water from the spring, you must take an empty bucket.”

2. Even Christ who was without sin, prayed humbly.  Even to His disciples He took the
time to wash their feet (John 13:5).

3.  In the parable of the Pharisee and the tax-gatherer (Luke 18:9-14), only the tax-
gatherer received justification.  The prideful Pharisee left with nothing.

F. Pray for Right Things
1. If prayer is to be acceptable, one must also pray for the right things.  Some get the

mistaken idea that they can ask anything (with no restrictions) and receive it.  This is
not true, because God’s will must be considered.  Even the “no” that Jesus received
in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-45) was within the Father’s will.

2. The story is told of some boys in college that would fill balloons with water and
drop them from the third floor of the dorm on those walking below.  One night when
this was in progress, just as they dropped a balloon, it was discovered that their
target was a policeman.  With fear they waited to see what would happen, and one
of them suggested that they pray.  Instead of asking God to forgive them and
confessing that they had done wrong, they prayed that the policeman would not find
them.  Have you ever seen a boxer pray, or a football team, and wondered what they
prayed for?

3. People often fail to pray for the right things because they pray with wrong motives.  
 James 4:3 -- You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on
your pleasure.

4. Be assured that God will not hear our prayers when we have the wrong intent and
pray for the wrong things.  However, when our prayers reflect things that are right
and within God’s will, He will answer – with power!


