
                   PERILOUS TIMES - PART 1 

2 Timothy 3:1 -- But realize this, that in the last days difficult
times will come…  

Introduction
1. In his second letter to Timothy, Paul warns of a time when the church will begin to

slip away from God’s original intent and the path it should have remained on.  The
word “perilous” is used only twice in the New Testament, here and in Matthew 8:28,
where it describes the two possessed with demons.  

2. There it is translated “fierce” in some translations.  It describes a pathetic period of
evil -- difficult or troublesome times for the people of God.  

3. Through prophecy, Paul is revealing a future time, and not only discussing the
characteristics of that period(s), but also lending insight as to how evil men will
promote them.

4. In the accompanying lesson, he will also cover the behavior necessary to combat
those times.

A. Characteristics of the Perilous People
2 Timothy 3:2-5 -- For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant,
revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious
gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding to a form of godliness, although they have
denied its power; and avoid such men as these.

1. Emphasis on self  (v. 2)
• It will be a time when one’s own interests will supercede that of the interests

of God.  It is an interesting revelation concerning those who are supposed to
be God’s people.

• Some have even called our period of time the “me” generation.  It marks a
stunted time of maturity without spiritual enhancement or growth.

• There is no real concern for others - their wants, their needs or their feelings.
• Doing only what one wants to do without regard for others, or the hurt and

damage it may cause, even to those who have loved us and sacrificed for
them.

• Humanism of today advocates that man is his own god, thus emphasizing
(the) man himself over his creator (See Romans 1:22-23).

• This characteristic serves as a foundation for all the others in this context.   
When  a man  makes  his  own  will  the  center  of  his  life, divine and
human relationships will come to be destroyed.

2. Greedy -- “covetous,” “lovers of money” (v. 2)
• This is the individual who seeks money above all else and is never satisfied.
• Since spiritual growth is the developing of relationships with God and one’s

fellow man, a person then can easily deaden their soul and their appreciation
for life by assessing the value of life only in the number of things one
possesses.  

• A soul can more easily be lost in prosperity than in poverty.
3. Arrogant (vv. 2, 4)

• A “boaster” is one who makes more of himself than he really is (Rom. 12:3)



•  The “proud man” looks down his nose at others.  This is the “haughty
individual” who tries to raise themselves up only to look down on people.

•  The “high-minded” is like the smoke of a fire, inflated by his own pride,
welling up into something dark, but with little substance.

4. Disrespectful (vv. 2, 3)
• The “blasphemer” speaks evil of others with insults.  These are those who are

quick to criticize others, while they themselves offer nothing.
•  Today many young people show no respect for their parents by:  talking

back, being disobedient, disrespectfully addressing and viewing them with
disdain.

• The “unthankful” are ingrates who ignore things that others have done for
them.  They take God and their fellow man for granted.

• “False accusers” are those who “slander” others by ruining their reputation
and who incite contentions and quarrels.

• They are “despisers of those who are good” showing no respect for what is
right or those who stand for it.  There are some (even members of the church)
who care little about the truth and the proclamation of it.

•  Those “without natural affection” are those who do not have the concern
normal to a parent.  It thus manifests itself as abortion, euthanasia, the
forsaking of the aged (especially their parents), and children being physically,
emotionally, and sexually abused.

5. Unrestrained (vv. 2, 3, 4)
• The “Unholy” engages in all forms of sin.
•  The “incontinent” are without self-control.  Their drives, impulses, and

passions run wild and unbridled.
• They are “fierce”, untamed, and “brutal”.
• The “heady” acts without wisdom, without thought -- carelessly.

6. Cannot be trusted (vv. 3, 4)
• These are “trucebreakers” or covenant (contract) ignorers. Their word means

nothing.
• They are also unforgiving and “irreconcilable.” You cannot make peace with

them.
• “Traitors” that turn their backs on others.

7. Thrill seekers -- “lovers of pleasure” (v. 4)
• Those who are out for sensual pleasures and diversions, even warping the

worship services of the church to entertain or to arouse. (Roots of idolatry)
•  Some are only interested in the pleasures of life so they drink, use drugs,

engage in fornication, go to filthy movies, etc.  

8. Outward form of godliness  (v. 5)
• These are those who pretend to be religious, but are really hypocrites (actors

on the stage of life).
• Even today, people know the buzzwords of religion: unity, love, faith, etc.,

but they think only of unity for greater numbers and thus a bigger
contribution, not necessarily the unity of purpose and authority that Jesus
prayed for.  

• They talk of a need for love of their fellow man, but use it as a tool to pry the
saints away from loving God properly to the extent of obeying Him.

• They talk of faith, but strip it of obedience and trust and commitment to the
heavenly Father.

(To be continued)


