
Open Windows To God

Daniel 6:10 -- Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he entered
his house (now in his roof chamber he had windows open to Jerusalem); and he
continued kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks
before his God.

Introduction
1. Daniel was such a righteous man that his enemies were forced to conclude, “We shall not find

any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God”
(Daniel 6:12)

2. Verse ten (above) shows the place of prayer in the life of Daniel.  He prayed with his
windows open toward Jerusalem for to the Jew this city symbolized the presence of God.  He
knelt on his knees (showing his reverence) and prayed continually three times a day.

3. The last part of verse ten says that such “was his custom since early times.”  No wonder we
see the great courage of Daniel even as a teenager in chapter one who “purposed in his heart
that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the wine
which he drank” (Daniel 1:8). Let us notice some of the conditions under which Daniel
prayed.

A. In Times of Severity
1. Nebuchadnezzar had decreed the death of all the wise men of Babylon (Daniel 2:13-18).

Upon learning the reason for the capital sentence, Daniel knew where to go for help.  He
gathered his friends to “seek mercies from the God of heaven.”

2. In times of difficulty we too need to have our windows opened toward God.  God has
promised to care for us.
 Psalms 50:15 -- And call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you...
 Hebrews 13:5-6 -- Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what
you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.” So that
we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What shall man do to me?”
 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 -- Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort; who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort which we ourselves are comforted by
God.

3. We should turn to God in time of need.
 James 5:13 -- Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing
praises.
 Hebrews 4:16 -- Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.
 Mark 11:24 -- Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you
have received them, and they shall be granted you.

4. Prayer is the cure for our anxieties.
 Matthew 6:25-34 -- For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious for your life...
 Philippians 4:6-7 -- Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
1 Peter 5:7 -- Casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.

B. In Times of Splendor
1. Daniel blesses, praises, and thanks God for His answer to the prayer of him and his three

friends (Daniel 2:19-23).
2. We too should be praising and thanking God in our prayers.



 Acts 2:47 -- Praising God, and having favor with all the people...
 Hebrews 13:15 -- Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God,
that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.
 Colossians 3:15 -- And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were
called in one body; and be thankful.

3. May we never get to the point where we are always asking God, but never thanking Him
for His blessing.  Heathen infidels are unthankful.
 Romans 1:21 -- For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give
thanks; but became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

4. Note the number of times that thanksgiving is associated with supplications to God.
 1 Timothy 2:1 -- First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanks-
giving, be made on behalf of all men.
 Colossians 4:2 -- Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanks-
giving.
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 -- Pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s
will for you in Christ Jesus.

C. In Times of Sin
1. In Daniel 9:1-10 we find Daniel praying both for his own sins as well as the sins of his

people.
2. Be reminded that blessings are given to a penitent child of God.
3. The alien sinner is not a child of God, thus does not have the right to call upon God as his

Father.  
 Galatians 4:6 -- And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”

4. There are other requirements for the alien sinner to be forgiven of his sins.
 Mark 16:16 -- He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has
disbelieved shall be condemned.
 Romans 10:9 -- That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart
that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.
 Acts 2:38 -- And Peter said to them, “Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

5. Here are some other passages showing the condition of the wicked and prayer.
 John 9:31 -- We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing, and does His
will, He hears him.
 Proverbs 28:9 -- He who turns away his ear from listening to the law, even his prayer is an
abomination.
 1 Peter 3:12 -- For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears attend to their
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.

6 .  As Christians already we should repent and confess our sins, asking God for His
forgiveness.
 Acts 8:22 -- Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that if possible, the
intention of your heart may be forgiven you.
 1 John 1:9 -- If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

7. We should also intercede and pray for our brethren who sin.  
 James 5:16 -- Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you
may be healed.  The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.

8. Since we all have times of severity, splendor and sin, we too need to keep our windows
opened toward God.  (Sing “Did You Think To Pray” - page 62)


