
Nostradamus Versus Biblical Prophecy

Deuteronomy 18:10-12 -- There shall not be found among you anyone who
makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, one who uses divination, one
who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who
casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.  For whoever
does these things is detestable to the Lord…

Introduction
1. Periodically, like the shroud of Turin, the name of Nostradamus (you know your famous

when people recognize you by just one name) emerges with the declaration that his
prophesies are spelling disaster for the near future.  Now it is 2012, according to cable TV.

2. The name his parents gave him was Michel de Notredame, and his works “have gone
through so many typographical errors, transpositions, changed italicizations, punctuation
and capitalization, altered spellings and ‘improvements’ to his writing that one has to find
an almost original manuscript to find out what he really wrote.” (James Randi)

3. There is really no comparison to the Scriptures, but we shall try.
A. The Seer’s Background

1. Nostradamus lived during the middle ages.  He came to prominence when Catherine de
Médicis extended a royal invitation for him to visit her in Paris. This was a distinct
honor since there were an estimated 30,000 sorcerers, alchemists, astrologers and a
multitudinous number of Sayers of sooth.

2. If you think the French were a superstitious lot, consider, New York City (according to
the bunco squad) contains currently 8,000 fortune-tellers, astrologers and other various
occult artists.  The Newark Post Service also lists 1,500 mail-order psychics.

3. Nostradamus’ invitation was probably prompted by the fact that he was a substantial
citizen of a wealthy family and a physician of reputation who had successfully treated
the plague.

4. He was also well published, having written a paraphrase of Galen’s classical work on
anatomy in 1557 (not well received), a tract on recipes in 1555, a work on cosmetics,
and the publications of yearly almanacs begun in 1550.  His first short edition on
prophecy, Centuries, was printed in 1555.

5. Centuries refers to a group of one hundred verses and not to a period of time.  The first
work consisted of only Centuries one to three and fifty-three quatrains of Century four.
A supplemented edition of 1557 contained all the Centuries through Six with part of
seven, and the last Centuries (eight through ten) appeared in 1568.

6.  The Centuries contained a dedication in the 1558 to King Henry the II of France
expressing the author’s wishes for a long and happy life.  The king died the next year in
1559.  The rest of Michael Nostradamus ability to see the future faired as well.

B. Some of His Best Work
1. One of the more famous predictions concerns the death of Henry II, the quatrain 1-35

runs as follows:
The young lion will overcome the old one,
On the field of battle in single combat:
He will burst his eyes in a cage of gold,
Two fleets one, then to die, a cruel death.

2. Of course this is a translation of the original French, but rather well done. Even so,
allowing for variation in definition it possesses a few problems.

3. The occasion was a joust in celebration of a double wedding, Henry II’s daughters to
Philip of Spain and the Duke of Savoy. Henry rode against the Comte de Montgomery.
On the second round, Montgomery’s lance shattered and a splinter pierced the skull
above the right eye, penetrating Henry’s brain.  Does this jive with the seer’s prophecy?

4. The age between the two men is not that great, only a couple years, so there really is no
“old” verses “young” here.  Also there is nothing the image of a “lion” can be attached



to.  The kings of England used the beast in their heraldic devices, but one has yet to be
found as a symbol among the French.

5. Also joust was not considered a battle.  In fact, it was considered a serious breach of
the rules to draw blood.  It was not a duel, but a sport.

6. Some claim that the cage of gold was Henry’s helmet, but not a piece of armor can be
found that uses gold.  It is used as decoration, but it is too soft for any sort of
protection.  Nor is there any evidence that Henry’s eyes were “burst”.  Francis Bacon
even reported that the splinter entered the throat under the bevor, or throat protector.  

7 .  As to “two fleets one”, no one has any explanation.  And any death might be
considered “cruel” depending on how you look at it.

8. Here is quatrain 10-72, a prediction for the last decade.
The year 1999, seven month,
From the sky will come a great King of Terror:
To bring back to life the great King of the Mongols,
Before and after Mars to reign by good luck.

C. How Worldly Prophecy Works: Rules
1. Make lots of predictions and hope that some come true. If they do, point to them with

pride. Ignore the others.
2. Be very vague and ambiguous. Definite statements can be wrong, but “possible” items

can always be reinterpreted. Use modifiers like these wherever possible: “I feel that...”,
“I see a picture of…”, “It might be that…”,  “Look for…” and “I’m getting…”

3. Use a lot of symbolism. Be metaphorical, using images of animals, names, and initials.
They can be fitted to many situations by the believers.

4.  Cover the situation both ways and select the winner as the “real” intent of your
statement.

5. Credit God with your success, and blame yourself for any incorrect interpretations of
His divine messages. This way, detractors have to fight God.

6 .  No matter how often you’re wrong, plow ahead. The Believers won’t notice your
mistakes, and will continue to follow your every word.

7. Predict catastrophes; they are more easily remembered and more popular by far.
8. When predicting after the fact, but presenting that the prophecy preceded the event, be

wrong just enough to appear uncertain about the exact details; too good a prophecy is
suspect.

D. How Bible Prophecy Works
1. God understands the susceptible mind of man and therefore prohibited the presence of

the occult in the land. (See opening verse)
2. People constantly look for something else in their life to depend on, some power that

they can draw upon.  But this means that they are also looking somewhere else than
where they should be.  They are looking for something to replace God, which is wrong.

3.  And it is not as if God is afraid to take on other principalities and powers. The
strongest He would ever have to face is Satan and this is no contest. Concerning both
Job and Peter, Satan needed to ask permission to test them.  Also, in Revelation 12,
Satan lost to Michael.

4. Therefore, for our sakes He offers these tests.
Deuteronomy 18:22 -- When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not
come about or come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has
spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.
Deuteronomy 13:1-3 -- If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you
a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you,
saying, “let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,” you
shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God
is testing you…

5. To look into the future is something no one can do except God.  Primarily because there
is nothing to see.  There is no predetermined fate except God’s work and man’s
choices. (Consider Isaiah 45:4,11; Romans 8:28; Deuteronomy 28; Joshua 23:14-15)


