
No Room In the Inn

Luke 2:7 -- And she gave birth to her first-born son; and she wrapped Him in
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room in the inn.

Introduction
1. Jesus was born in an environment of rejection.  Not only did the Son of Man not have a

place later to lay His head (Matthew 8:20), but He didn’t have a place in the Inn to be
born.

2. This was a busy time in Bethlehem because it was tax time. Those especially of the
house of David had their minds on business and had no idea that the spiritual son of
David needed a place to be born.  Everything else was given priority rather than the
Lord.

3. Every generation since seems to have made the same mistake.  Millions of people get so
caught up in the mundane tasks of life that they leave no room in the Inn for the most
important of personages in their lives. We often force the Lord into a stable instead of
giving Him a place of honor.  Here are some reasons why we leave no room for God.

A. Because of Love of Riches
1. Riches have always represented one of the many enemies of God, but it doesn’t have

to be this way.  When God first made man and woman, He gave them dominion over
all things that would meet their physical needs (Genesis 1:29-30).  

2.  God had given them the whole world with a beautiful garden that was planted,
watered, and especially decorated by His hand.  The problem was that they let all
this become to them more important than the Lord.  When the couple compared the
forbidden with its beauty, its appeal to the appetite, and its power to make them
wise, they chose their own road instead of God’s.

3. Both the Old and New Testaments warn against allowing riches to crowd out the
spiritual.  Money is to be used as the servant instead of the master!  When the order
is reversed, one’s life becomes filled with evil.
 1 Timothy 6:10 -- For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing
for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang.
 1 Timothy 6:17 -- Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to
fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all
things to enjoy.

4. For centuries the Jewish people had been waiting for the coming of the Messiah, but
when the time was right, according to prophecy, they had made no provision for
Him.  Material things can often seem way more important than they are.  When the
rich young ruler weighed his riches against following Jesus and gaining eternal life, he
chose his riches (Matthew 19:22).  Thus Jesus taught that riches compared to one’s
soul is nothing.
 Matthew 16:26 -- For what will a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits
his soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
 Proverbs 23:4-5 -- Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, cease from your consideration of
it.  When you set your eyes on it, it is gone.  For wealth certainly makes itself wings, like an
eagle that flies toward the heavens.

5. The Lord also promised that if we put the kingdom of God first, He would take care
of everything else (Matthew 6:33).

B. Because of Lust of the Flesh
1. Another reason we often have no room for the Lord is because of our carnal desires.

The word “lust” means unlawfully intense, excessive and unrestrained desire.  It is
listed by John as one of the things of the world (1 John 2:15-16).  It stands in conflict



with the things of God and those that practice it will not inherit the kingdom
(Galatians 5:21).
 Galatians 5:17 -- For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; for these are in opposition to one another...

2. One of the beautiful things about being a follower of Jesus is that we can be different
from the corruption of the world.  Peter refers to the exceedingly great and precious
promises given by Jesus.
 2 Peter 1:4 -- ...in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.

3. There is no way that one can truly love God and still follow the ways of the world.
The new birth into the kingdom demands being new.
2 Corinthians 5:17 -- Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
are passed away; behold new things have come.

C. Because of Living In Religious Error
1. One of the great difficulties in life over the centuries has been religious error.  There

have always been those who feel that keeping the pure doctrine of the Bible is not
necessary.  But true doctrine is important, and without it Jesus has no room in our
lives.
 Matthew 15:13 -- “...every plant which My ...Father did not plant shall be rooted up.”

2. Paul warned constantly to beware of those who would distort the true teachings of
Christ and would introduce those things that would drive God out of our
consideration.  And John adds how strongly he feels about getting away from truth.
 Acts 20:30 -- And from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to
draw away the disciples after them.
 1 Timothy 6:3-4 -- If anyone advocates a different doctrine, and does not agree with sound
words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, he is
conceited and understands nothing...
2 John 9 -- Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not
have God...

D. Because of Love of Self
1. How many times do we have no room for Jesus because we are so occupied with

self?  God is shut out when we become self-righteous and self-conceited.  We are
told that we cannot have both sinful pride and the Lord in our hearts together.
 Proverbs 16:5 -- Everyone who is proud in his heart is an abomination to the Lord...
 Romans 12:3 -- ...I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than
he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment...

2. Jesus praised a tax collector who went into the temple and asked God to be merciful
to him since he was a sinner (Luke 18:13), yet He sent the Pharisee away because he
was so full of his own self-righteousness.  In order to make room for the Lord, one
must first deny himself (Mark 8:34).

3. In our text, Joseph and Mary did not force their way into the Inn, but went to a lowly
place where Jesus was born.  It will always be the humble and lowly who will find
themselves in the company of God.  Selfish pride will always close the door on a
truly spiritual life and bar the way to life itself. Thus the many warnings against it.
 Proverbs 12:15 -- The way of the fool is right in his own eyes...
Isaiah 5:21 -- Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and clever in their own sight.
Galatians 6:3 -- For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing; he deceives
himself.


