
The Confrontation on Mount Carmel
I Kings 18:19 -- Now then send and gather to me all Israel at Mount
Carmel, together with 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of the
Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.

Introduction
1. There have been many great contests in man’s history.  One such

contest took place on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18:20-40).  [Carmel
means “fruit garden” and refers to a mountain range that runs 13-
20 miles from Haifa on the Mediterranean to the plain of
Esdraelon.  Its greatest height is 1742 feet.]

2. This contest was between the prophet, Elijah, and the prophets of Baal.  In this lesson
we want to consider some characteristics of this struggle to understand what is required
of Christians today in their struggle against the ungodly and false teaching.

A. The Mountain of Choice
1 Kings 18:20-21 -- So Ahab sent a message among all the sons of Israel, and brought the
prophets together at Mount Carmel.  And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How
long will you hesitate between two opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal is
God, follow him.”  But the people did not answer him a word.
1. Elijah calls for the people to quit “hopping” from one side to the other.  If Jehovah is

God, they should follow Him.  If Baal is God, they should follow him.  There is no
middle ground.  There never is.

2.  We must choose whom we will serve (Joshua 24:15).  A choice has to be made
between two (Matthew 6:24), the gods of this world, or the God of Heaven.  A
choice of neutrality is a choice against the Lord (Matthew 12:30).  

3. Today we limp from error to truth and back, or from worldliness to godliness and
back.  It is a time to take a stand one way or another.

 B. The Mountain of Courage
1 Kings 18:22 -- Then Elijah said to the people, “I alone am left a prophet of the Lord, but
Baal’s prophets are 450 men.”
1. Elijah was outnumbered 450 to one, but not really, for he had God on his side.  The

awesome, living God, is more than a match for all the empty idols of this realm.
 Psalms 118:6 -- The Lord is for me; I will not fear; what can man do to me?

2. We need to manifest the same kind of courage, for our strength is also found in the
Lord (Ephesians 6:10-11).  We should never be ashamed of Christ or His church, but
always stand ready to defend it (1 Timothy 6:12).

C. The Mountain of Challenge
1 Kings 18:23-24 -- “Now let them give us two oxen; and let them choose one ox for
themselves and cut it up, and place it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and I will prepare
the other ox, and lay it on the wood, and I will not put a fire under it.  Then you call on the
name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord, and the God who answers by fire, He
is God.”  And all the people answered and said, “That is a good idea.”
1 .  Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal to show that their god was true.  The

worshippers of Baal claimed that he was the Sun god or god of the elements, thus
the god of rain.  Elijah issued a challenge that was equal and fair both to him, as well
as, the others.  

2. We need to challenge the false teachers of our day.  There comes a time to contend
for the faith (Jude 3), to show evil in its true light (2 Corinthians 11:13-15), especially
in its weakness.



3. We have a divine command to test false prophets (1 John 4:1) and we need to do so
because souls are at stake (Matthew 15:14).

D. The Mountain of Confusion   (1 Kings 18:25-29)
1. The prophets of Baal failed miserably.  They cried and danced around their altar

until noon.  Nothing at all happened.
2.  Then Elijah began to mock them:  “Maybe he is occupied with something else.”

“Maybe he is turned aside” (Hebrew euphemism for one having to use the restroom).
“Maybe he is on a journey.”  “Maybe he is asleep and needs to be aroused.”

3. The false prophets tried to attract Baal by cutting themselves with weapons.  They
continued their efforts till time for the evening sacrifice (that was about 3:00 p.m.).
Their failure was clearly manifested. There was no voice.  There was no answering
fire.  There was no attentiveness to their pleas or demands.

4. False teachers today find themselves in the same state of confusion when pressed for
the truth.  They contradict themselves as well as the God’s Word.  They are false
promisers (2 Peter 2:17,19).   This confusion shows they are not of God.
1 Corinthians 14:33 -- For God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the
churches of the saints.

E. The Mountain of Conquest   (1 Kings 18:30-39)
1. Elijah allows God to show Himself as true. The prophet not only prepared the altar,

but made sure it was soaked it with water before the eyes of all so that there would
be no question as to the source of the fire.  

2. The trench around the altar held about 22 quarts.  Some historians have told us of
how false prophets would have someone to hide inside the altars to start fires so as
to deceive the people into thinking it was miraculous.

3. But not Elijah.  He prayed to God to send fire and show that He was truly “God in
Israel.”  The fire fell and consumed the offering, the wood, the stones, the dust, and
even the water in the trench.  The victory was clear to the people.

4. As long as we stand with truth, we need to never fear that the victory will be ours.
God has never lost a battle.

5. This does not mean that we should expect fire from heaven in our defense, but do
not be too surprised if it appears.  Rather, we can rely on the fact that God’s
wisdom has a superior answer to all who challenge it.
John 8:32 -- And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
Romans 8:37 -- For in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who
loved us.

F. The Mountain of Condemnation
1 Kings 18:40 -- Then Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; do not let one of them
escape.”  So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew
them there.
1. All the prophets of Baal were taken and killed as the Law directed (Deuteronomy

13:1-5).
2. False teachers today shall receive eternal punishment, but we also need to press the

advantage that God gives us, whether in church, schools, courts, etc. in order to
insure that the world is made a better place and that God’s blessings are preserved
for future generations (Note California Constitution).
 2 Peter 3:16 -- As also in all his [Paul’s] letters, speaking in them of these things, in which
are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do
also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.
 2 Thessalonians 1:8 -- Dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

3. Let us also have the courage of Elijah to stand with God and conquer.


