
Mockers With Their Mocking

2 Peter 3:3-4 -- Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with
their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying “Where is the promise of
His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the
beginning.

Introduction
1. This subject is often overlooked as important.  The reason is that when a person is put

down for believing in something (read Christianity) they have a tendency to either avoid
those who give them a hard time, or they do not take a hard enough stand so that people
do not know what they believe.  In either case, a type of wrong action is taken so that
mocking makes headway.

2. The result is that the number of mockers begins to increase and the number of those with
convictions begins to decrease.  It becomes a downward spiral of subtle behaviors that can
affect the whole flavor of a society, or a world.

3. Hopefully, what we can do with this lesson is to bring this evil into the open and show the
Christian how to confront it, either converting the mocker, or shaming them back into the
darkness and stopping their mouths.

A. Examples of Mocking in the Scriptures
2 Peter 3:3-4 -- …mockers will come with their mocking,.. and saying, “Where is the promise of
His coming?  For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of
creation.”  Note Ecclesiastes chapter 1.
2 Kings 2:23-24 -- Then he [Elisha} went up from there to Bethel; and as he was going up by the
way, young lads came out from the city and mocked him and said to him, “Go up, you baldhead;
go up, you baldhead!” [Note: these were cursed and bears tore up 42.]
Matthew 27:29 -- And after weaving a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in
His right hand; and they kneeled down before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!”
Matthew 27:41 -- In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were
mocking Him, and saying, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself…”
1 Kings 18:27 -- And it came about at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, “Call out with a
loud voice, for he is a god; either he is occupied or gone aside, or is on a journey, or perhaps he is
asleep and needs to be awakened. [See the prophet’s description of what an idol is – Isaiah
40:19-20; 46:5-7; Jeremiah 10:3-5.]

B. Why Mockers Mock
1.  Psychologically, it is interesting as to just why people mock others. Often it is a

childish reflex to impress their peers who they hope agree with their ridicule of the
object of their persecution.  

2. Mocking is also a lazy individual’s means of dealing with a problem.  It is easier than
sitting down and trying to understand another person’s position and either properly
reasoning with them or even maybe coming to agreement with them.  Thus a mocker
often postures from a position of ignorance, not really knowing, or caring to know, all
the facts.  He may also be using mockery to cover his fears.

3. The mocker’s attitude and position of argument (if that is what it can be called) is not
something they have studiously worked out, but can be what is learned from his
society’s prejudices, or those of his parents or peers.  It may be part of heritage or
tradition and therefore assumed to be right or real without having ever been challenged
by they’re own thinking.  

4.  Because the mockers’ own position is often unjustifiable, he reworks the facts and
produces emotionally charged railings in order to defend his position. If given time he
will also begin to rewrite history.

5. Because they often cannot properly support their arguments, the mocker has to rely on
other means of winning or persuading their audience.  Violence is often an outgrowth.



6. Since mocking is, unfortunately, successful with many, we find in the Scriptures that
God also mocks.  However, this is usually after He has well established His case and is
forced to use it on those who are hard of heart.  It is also a form of poetic justice often
incorporated by the Divine to put the worldly in their place.

C. How Mockers Mock
1. One of the main tools used now in the political arena is the screaming of “hypocrisy!”

The position of worldliness (often labeled liberalism) is the erosion or elimination of
standards of morality.  Of course, if you have no standards then you are never
hypocritical.  Thus the individual that is arguing for morals or ethics is often cowed by
the accusation of hypocrisy.  This is because no one is perfect.  As Paul points out in
the Romans letter: “We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (3:23).  It is
not hypocrisy, however, unless you claim to be perfect.  True hypocrisy is having no
standard and still claiming to be good.

2.  It is far easier to belittle or build prejudice to ideas than to actually combat them,
especially if the facts support the opposition.  

3. When ideas cannot be put down, mockers employ slander and character assassination.
If you cannot deal with the message, destroy the messenger. The mocker then does not
have to address the limitations of his own views if he can successfully get people to
ignore the other person’s.  This is easily done since most people do indulge in their
weaknesses and are prone to side against someone arguing that laws and principles are
needed.  Why else is gossip so recreational and false witnesses so easily believed?

D. How to Handle Mocking
1.  Understand that mockers have no solutions to the problems that plague societies,

families or even themselves.  Often to win an argument, just ask them what ideas they
have come up with.  They usually have nothing better and, therefore, often fill the part
of anarchists.

2. You can rarely reason with a mob.  Paul shows us this over and over again in the book
of Acts.  Break away those interested in truth and deal with them individually. Cf.
Acts 13:44-49; 17:32; 19:8-9, and Jesus with Nicodemus.

3. Ask questions!  Mocking is an aggressive, intimidating form that puts an opponent off
balance.  Generally when one makes an assertion they are obligated to defend it.
Mocking gets around this.  To put a mocker on the defense, have him state his case.
This is what Jesus did with the Sadducees and Pharisees throughout Matthew 22. Note
the result:
Matthew 22:46 -- And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor did anyone dare from
that day on to ask Him another question.  

4. In this context of Matthew 22 there is also some other pointers.  First you have to know
what you are talking about.  Then you have to be able to point out the obvious
misunderstandings in the conceptions of others. In 2 Peter 3:5-6, this is what Peter
does:
“For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens
existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, through which the
world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.”

5. Ignore stupid questions or at least point them out as for what they are.
Proverbs 26:1,3-5 -- …so honor is not fitting for a fool,… a rod for the back of fools.  Do not
answer a fool according to his folly, lest you also be like him. Answer a fool as his folly
deserves, lest he be wise in his own eyes.

6. Always stand in the wisdom of God.  When you understand where He is coming from,
it gives answers to all fools and enlightens the wise.
Galatians 6:7 -- Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he
will also reap. [See Psalms 75:1-10]


