
Missing the Mark – Part 1 (Liberalism )

Matthew 15:8-9 -- This people honors Me with their lips, but their
heart is far away from Me. But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as
doctrines the precepts of men.”

Introduction
1. In 1929 the late Floyd Decker left the Christian Church and became a member of the church

of Christ.  In 1944, he wrote an article titled, “Why I Left the Christian Church.”
2.  In that article he listed THIRTEEN differences between the Christian Church and the

church of Christ.
3 .  Today we need to look again at those differences and determine if the problems of

liberalism have followed Mr. Decker into the Lord’s church.  Here are his 13 reasons for
leaving to begin with.

A. The Christian Church has women Counselors, Directors and Lecturers.
1. None of these titles or offices can be found in the church of Christ if it is patterning

itself after the church of the first century.
2. As to what “quiet” or “silent” means or implies in the following verses is not our point

here, but more specifically and clearly, the apostle states that the woman is not to
“exercise authority over a man” in the assembly (Ref. 1 Timothy 3:15).
1 Timothy 2:11-12 -- Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. But
I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet.
1 Corinthians 14:34 -- Let the women keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted
to speak, but let them subject themselves, just as the Law also says.

3. All of this is an outgrowth of the NOW movement and the trend of the church to be
like the world.  One wonders what churches will be like when they get started in
societies that largely matriarchal.  

B. The Christian Church has Educational Directors, Associate & Youth Ministers.
1 .  The only structure found in the New Testament Scriptures is Elders, Deacons,

evangelists and teachers.
Ephesians 4:11 -- And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers.
Philippians 1:1 -- Paul and Timothy, bond-servant of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ
Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons.

2. There is wisdom in the way God wants things done.  Already the denominations are
worrying about the burn-out rate of one man trying to run everything.  God knew that it
would take more than one person to properly guide a group and knew what sort of
qualifications they would need to do a first rate job.   

3 .  The Pastor system is inadequate for this and the denominations have tried to
compensate by letting the Pastor’s wife be a co-Pastor.

4.  Even worse, the use of titles begins to elevate the man above his fellow saints, a
practice that even the apostles and angels did not subscribe to.

C. The Christian Church has Missionary, Benevolent & Educational Organizations.
1 .  In essence it tries to farm out its responsibilities to others or to take on the

responsibilities Christ has relegated to other institutions.
2 .  Denominations tried to absorb the responsibilities of families and individuals in

sponsoring Orphans Homes (Compare 1 Timothy 5:3-16; James 1:23-27 – and note the
personal pronouns).  They also set up Missionary Societies to do the evangelical work
for them.  

3. Churches have also been known to approach other churches to have their eldership
assume the oversight of their congregation (i.e. Grove Ave. to Oak Hills).  This destroys
the autonomy of the local group.



4. The church of Christ has a biblically prescribed organization to execute the work that
the Lord set up the church to perform.  This preserves its autonomy.
Ephesians 4:4 -- There is one body… just as you are called in one hope of your calling.
Ephesians 3:10,21 -- In order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known
through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.
1 Peter 5:2 -- Shepard the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under com-
pulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God;..

D. The Christian Church Celebrates Worldly days.
1. Examples are:  Easter, Mother’s Day & Christmas.
2.  There is nothing wrong with individuals getting together to wish each other Happy

Birthday or to give out gifts on Mother’s Day as long as it is not the church doing it.  
3. However, even the individual has to think hard about the pagan celebrations of Easter

and Christmas, realizing that they should not be considered religious practices.  
4. Therefore, it becomes critical to NOT have the church putting on programs to celebrate

these occasions or to incorporate their instruction into class material.  The Bible does
not have us celebrate the Lord’s birth (especially in the dead of winter) and Easter is
merely a transposing of the Jewish Passover over the pagan equinox, a Catholic
recommendation.  
Galatians 4:10-11 -- You observe days and months and seasons and years. I fear for you,
that perhaps I have labored over you in vain.
Colossians 2:16-17 -- Therefore let no man act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in
respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day - things which are a mere shallow of what
is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.
Colossians 2:20 -- If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world,
why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, “Do not
handle, do not taste, do not touch!” (which all refer to things destined to perish with the
using) – in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?

E. The Christian Church fellowships Denominational Activities
1. This leaves the impression that all church-going people are brethren and their contrary

doctrines and practices are acceptable.
2 .  The apostle John constantly railed against those individuals who would raise up

teachings against those of his Lord and Paul warned his churches against accepting
any other gospel other than what was preached by he and his fellow apostles.
2 John 9-11 -- Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not
have God;… If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into
your house, and do not give him a greeting.
Galatians 1:6-10 -- I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by
the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some who
are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even though we, or an angel
from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you,
let him be accursed. As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you
a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed….

F. The Christian Church Uses Other Means to Get Crowds
1. It uses Youth Meetings, Campaigns for Christ, Rallies, Drives and Promotions.
2. Other than using the appeal of the practicality of the gospel, the Love of God and the

sacrifice of the Son, denominations and liberal COCs try to draw people in by: the
works they do or “birthday parties”, “Miss Church of Christ” pageants, bowling
leagues, Boy Scouts, greased pig contests, rehab centers, or cookbooks.
Romans 1:16 -- For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God…
(See also Revelations 22:18-19)


