
Possessing The Mind of Christ

Philippians 2:5 -- Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. [King
James Version]
Introduction:
1. The purpose of Christianity is to develop in people the original intent of

God to be like Him.  We are to put on a new self, which is in the likeness
of God (Ephesians 4:24) and be conformed to the image of His Son
(Romans 8:29).

2. Where Psychology is still groping for what the perfectly healthy mind should be like, the
advantage to the Christian is that we have the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16)
unfolded for us in the Holy Scriptures.

3. Since this is our purpose as disciples of Jesus, to be like our Master (Matthew 10:25), in
this lesson we will briefly look at the mind-set of Christ and how to possess it.  

A. The Mind of Humility
1. First of all, one does not learn anything if one is not willing to open their mind to

other possibilities.  This means emptying oneself to receive what others have to teach
them.

2. To be the ultimate example for us, and asking more of Himself than He ever asked of
us, Jesus gave up His position of power, His great riches, and even His privileges as
Deity to become, not only a man, but a servant of men.
Philippians 2:5-8 -- Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who,
although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the
likeness of men.  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Matthew 20:28 -- Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give His life a ransom for many.
Proverbs 18:12 -- Before destruction, the heart of man is haughty, but humility goes before
honor.
1 Peter 3:4 -- And let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of
a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.
1 Peter 5:5-6 -- You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe
yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives
grace to the humble.

3.  Note from these passages that humility is the proverbial opposite of destruction,
whereas, pride is opposed by God, and humility is rewarded with grace.

 B. The Unselfish Mind
1. The paradox of life is that when we set out to please only ourselves we end up being

disappointed, unhappy and lonely.  When one ceases to concentrate on self-
gratification and concentrate on disciplining themselves to help others, life abounds.

2. This not only has to do with increasing one’s own ability, but realizing that one is
doing so for the benefit of others.  We are what we make of ourselves in being
utilitarian and profitable to the lives of others.  (For instance, what good is a
marriage if neither spouse knows how to cook, make a living, raise children, etc.)
Our purpose in life, what gives us worth, is how much we can be there for others.
2 Corinthians 8:9 -- For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was
rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.
Romans 15:3 -- For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “The
reproaches of those who reproached Thee fell upon Me.”



Acts 26:23 -- That the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the
dead He should be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.

C. The Mind of Tenderness & Loving Sacrifice
1. Love and tenderness involves not only doing for others, but sacrificing for them. Not

only did God tells us to do this, but showed us by the ultimate example.
2. We learn to be loving and tender by imitating the example of our Lord.  In some way

or other, we must be willing to give up something in order to be loving, but the trade
off is worth it.
John 15:13 -- Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.
Ephesians 5:1-2 -- Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love,
just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God
as a fragrant aroma.
1 Corinthians 15:3 -- For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received,
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures…
Hebrews 2:9 -- But we do see Him who has been made for a little while lower than the
angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that
by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.
Romans 12:1-2 -- I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship.
Ephesians 5:25 -- Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself up for her.

 D. The Mind to Work
1. A strong work ethic has always been a part of the life of the people of God.
2. The Bible  begins with God working until the seventh day.  Man was then given the

task of keeping the garden.  Jesus came working the things of God.
3. The Lord has always promised a more than fair recompense, reward or wage for the

things that need to be done in His service.
John 9:4 -- We must work the works of Him who sent Me, as long as it is day; night is
coming when, when no man can work.
John 17:4 -- I glorified Thee on the earth, having accomplished the work which Thou hast
given Me to do.
John 20:30-31 -- Many other signs therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His
name.
John 21:25 -- And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were
written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books which
were written.
Nehemiah 4:6 -- So we built the wall and the whole wall was joined together to half its
height, for the people had a mind to work.
1 Corinthians 15:58 -- Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.

E. The Forgiving Mind
1. Even on the cross, Jesus demonstrated His forgiving heart.  
2. People are always going to slight us, meanly, unknowingly, even unintentionally. We

can either consume our lives with revenge, or forgive, forget, and move on.
3. This is especially true if we want God to forgive us.

Luke 23:34 -- But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what
they are doing.”
2 Corinthians 2:7 -- So that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him,
lest somehow such a one be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.



Colossians 3:13 -- Bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a
complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

 F. The Mind of Unity
1. Not only must we learn to work for others, work hard at it, and forgive their slights,

we must also learn to work with them.
2. This is conditional, of course.  We first learn to work with God, then we learn to

move to work with those who also want to work with Him.  We do not need to learn
to work with those who are working against what is good and right, nor forgive those
who persist in evil.  We do have to set our minds, though, to engage in fellowship
when possible.
John 17:20-21 -- I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me
through their word; that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.
1 Corinthians 1:10 -- Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the
same mind and in the same judgment.
Romans 12:16 -- Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but
associate with the lowly.
Philippians 4:2 -- I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord.
1 Peter 3:8-9 -- To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kind-hearted,
and humble in spirit; not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing
instead…

 G. The Obedient Mind
1.  Of course, the beginning of all of this is obedience.  In the passage below, Jesus

humbled Himself by becoming obedient.
2. Like Him, our suffering and sacrifice begin with obedience.
3. To work for God, one must be trying to obey Him.
4. To forgive is to obey the Lord.
5. To be united with God is to confess that He is right and that one is willing to go

along with His call, His purpose, His directions.
6.  To be able to call Jesus Lord, properly, to have the right to anything that God

promises, one must be obedient.
Philippians 2:5-8 -- Have this attitude in yourselves… And being found in appearance as
a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross.
Hebrews 5:8-9 -- Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He
suffered.  And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of
eternal salvation.
Matthew 7:21 -- Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.
Luke 6:46 -- And why do you call Me, “Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?”
Revelation 22:14 -- Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right
to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.


