
A Man After God’s Own Heart

Acts 13:22 -- And after He had removed him, He raised up David to be their
king, concerning whom He also testified and said, I have found David the son of
Jesse, a man after My heart, who will do all My will.”

Introduction
1.  When God said that David was a man after His own heart, He paid David a great

compliment.  Such a great compliment, in fact, that it behooves us to set David up as a
model for our own lives if we too care to pattern our hearts after God’s and to be pleasing
to Him.

2. However, anyone who knows the life of David is also aware of his faults and failures, of
his engineering the death of Uriah because he lusted for and coveted the man’s wife.  We
are also aware that David was not allowed to build the temple because of his bloodied
career.

3. Two things need to be kept in mind as we use David for a model for living.  One is that
these complimentary words were spoken of him while he was still in his youth and
idealistically innocent.  The other is that, after he became caught up in a world of power,
corruption and passion, he realized that God was not just an ideal, but a reality for living,
and that even in his error he realized he needed to strive again for that innocence.

What God Found in David to His Liking:
A.  Humility

1 Samuel 16:7 -- But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of
his stature, because I have reject him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
1 Samuel 16:23 -- So it came about whenever the evil spirit from God came to Saul, David
[though anointed as king by Samuel, v.13] would take the harp and play it with his hand; and
Saul would be refreshed and be well, and the evil spirit would depart from him.
1. In David, God teaches us not to judge others by appearances.  God saw in the boy

David what He did not find in Saul, although Saul was tall and handsome.
2.  Even we can see in David a humble heart.  Though the rightful king to be, he still

respected Saul as God’s anointed, and did his best to sooth the king’s madness.  
3. In many ways David is a forerunner of the nature of Jesus, for our Lord, even while the

Son of God, emptied Himself (Philippians 2:5-8) and came to be a servant to creatures
far lower than his own nature.

B.  Faith
1 Samuel 17:24 -- When all the men of Israel saw the man [Goliath], they fled from him and
were greatly afraid.
1 Samuel 17:32-37 -- And David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail on account of him; your
servant will go and fight with this Philistine.”  Then Saul said to David, “You are not able to go
against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are but a youth while he has been a warrior from
his youth.” But David said to Saul,... ”Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, since he has taunted the armies of the living
God... The Lord... will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.
1. David has taught us that we can stand against anything in this world if God is on our

side.  Goliath was almost twice as big as David and had cowered the mightiest
warriors in the Israelite army, yet this young boy had the courage to stand alone.

2. He has also shown us that, even if we are skilled and clever and have a confidence in
our own selves, we still need to trust in the Lord.  Too often, no matter how good you
are, circumstances contrive to go against you.  David knew this. Why did he choose
five stones and not just one?



C.  A Forgiving Nature
1 Samuel 18:10-11 -- Now it came about on the next day that an evil spirit from God came
mightily upon Saul, and he raved in the midst of the house, while David was playing the harp
with his hand, as usual; and a spear was in Saul’s hand.  And Saul hurled the spear for he
thought, “I will pin David to the wall.”  But David escaped from his presence twice.
1 Samuel 26:7-9 -- So David and Abishai came to the people by night, and behold, Saul lay
sleeping inside the circle of the camp, with his spear stuck in the ground at his head; and Abner
and the people were lying around him. Then Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered
your enemy into your hand; now therefore, please let me strike him with the spear to the ground
with one stroke, and I will not strike him the second time.  But David said to Abishai, “Do not
destroy him, for who can stretch out his hand against the Lord’s anointed and be without guilt?”
1 Samuel 24:3-4 -- And he came to the sheepfolds on the way, where there was a cave; and Saul
went in to relieve himself.  Now David and his men were sitting in the inner recesses of the cave.
And the men of David said to him, “Behold, this is the day of which the Lord said to you,
‘Behold; I am about to give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it seems good
to you.’”  Then David arose and cut off the edge of Saul’s robe secretly.
David also:
1. Wept at Saul’s death (2 Samuel 1:17). No one can deny that David was a warrior and

a man among an army of strikingly awesome warriors, however, he also showed that a
man should not be unemotional. Feelings are necessary in order to help us understand
the pain and madness of others and to be forgiving of another’s failings.

2. Refused to retaliate when cursed by Shemei (2 Samuel 16:5-12).  David understood
that not everyone will see things the way we do, and that they often have the right to
disagree with us, especially if they have suffered severe loss.

3. Wept when Absalom was killed, even after all he did (2 Sam. 18:33).  David respected
deeply his relationships. He loved his king, he loved his son, and thus he understood
how to love his God.

D.  Obedience
1. David wanted to build the temple for his God (2 Samuel 7:1-3).  He himself lived in the

opulence of a king and recognized that the divine should dwell in even greater majestic
surroundings.

2. He teaches us that the things of God should have greater concern and preciousness
than anything else in this life.  We must place the kingdom of God first.
1 Kings 8:18-19 -- But the Lord said to my father David, “Because it was in your heart to
build a house for My name, you did well that it was in your heart.  Nevertheless you shall not
build the house, but your son...”  [David accepted that he was restricted from his desire
and instead began to gather the material for Solomon to build it.]
2 Samuel 12:7 -- Nathan then said to David, “You are the man!...”
2 Samuel 12:13 -- Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”  And
Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has taken away your sin; you shall not die...”
Acts 13:22 -- ...a man after My heart, who will do all My will.
Matthew 28:19-20 -- Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
commanded you...

3. Even when his own desires were frustrated, David was willing to do as God wished,
even to the point of preparing the things for use by another.

4. Especially we see David’s obedience when his lusts had driven him into deep sin, yet
when his crime is revealed, he seeks earnestly to repent.

5. He shows us that the mark of a true man is being able to realize one’s error and to then
strive to correct oneself and to yearn to mend things with one’s Creator.

6. In truth, the first commandment is to love God with all our heart…


