
Making Oneself Useful to the Master

2 Timothy 2:21 -- Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he
will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every
good work.

Introduction
1. When one accepts the covenant of Christ’s blood, Paul says that they have to consider

that they have been “bought with a price” and they are no longer their own possession,
they are God’s (1 Corinthians 6:20).

2. The upper most thinking for the Christian then becomes how he might please his new
master (Ephesians 5:10) and become as useful to Him as possible as a steward and
servant.  

3. In this lesson we will consider ways that we might become useful to God, drawing our
conclusions from Paul’s advice to Timothy and the apostle’s own examples.

A. Cleansed from These Things
1. In Paul’s admonition to the young preacher, he instructions him that there are things

that must be avoided and purged from one’s life.
2 .  First, Paul charges Timothy not to “wrangle about words”, logomachein. This

wrangling would be the opposite of the “sound words” that accord with godliness
that he had already warned him about (1 Timothy 6:3). The result of wrangling is
worldliness and discussions that are empty and lead to ruin.

3.  These teachings are referenced previously to “myths and genealogies” historically
linked by Plato and appear here to indicate Judaising teachers. Irenaeus lays them at
the feet of the heretics.
2 Timothy 2:14 -- …solemnly charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle about
words, which is useless, and leads to the ruin of the hearers.
2 Timothy 2:16 -- But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further
ungodliness.

4. Second, Paul states that the seal of God has a dual aspect of the Lord knowing
those who are His and that naming the name consists of standing down from “all
unrighteousness.”  Further, the term “youthful” refers not to babes, but to young men
in their prime of passion when they are most susceptible to temptation.  It is best to
avoid these tempting influences all together.
2 Timothy 2:19 -- …”Let everyone who names the name of the Lord, abstain from
wickedness.”
2 Timothy 2:22 -- Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and
peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.

B. Choice of Vessels, Choice of Use
1. In any house there are glasses and mugs to drink from, ranging from Dixie cups to

crystal goblets.  Respectively, some are used and thrown away while others are kept
and prized for their intrinsic nature.

2. Paul’s advice to Timothy (and to all) is to be the kind that God will value, not only
their use, but also their nature. All people are used of God in some way or other, but
only a few will be retained as valued for eternity – even in the church.  We must be
careful not only of ourselves but also how we build upon the foundation of Christ.
2 Timothy 2:20 -- Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also
vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor.
1 Corinthians 3:12-13 -- Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s work will become evident; for the day will
show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each
man’s work.



C. Ways Paul was a Useful Vessel
1. If we truly love God and want to serve Him to the best of our ability with our lives,

we need early to figure out how best to mold ourselves as useful tools for the Master.
2. We can see this in Paul’s life.  He did not settle for being average.
3. This is seen in his knowledge of Jewish Custom and Law:

Philippians 3:4-6 -- ...If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more:
circumcised the eight day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the
righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.

4. He was of the “Conservative” Sect of the Pharisees who sat in Moses seat:
Acts 23:6 -- But perceiving that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, Paul
began crying out in the Council, “Brethren, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees; I am on
trial for the hope and resurrection of the dead!”

5. He also had a knowledge of Gentile Philosophies: (Trained as a Stoic)
Acts 17:28 -- For in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have
said, “For we also are His offspring.”
Titus 1:12 -- One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars,
evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”

6. He was a Roman Citizen who knew his rights: (And defended himself in court)
Acts 22:25 -- And when they stretched him out with thongs, Paul said to the centurion
who was standing by, “Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman and
uncondemned.
Acts 26:1 -- And Agrippa said to Paul, “You are permitted to speak for yourself” Then
Paul stretched out his hand and proceeded to make his defense.

7. Highly Educated: (It was well known to Festus and Agrippa)
Acts 26:24 -- And while Paul was saying this in his defense, Festus said in a loud voice,
“Paul, you are out of your mind! Your great learning is driving you mad.”

8. His knowledge of the Gospel was extraordinary: (By study as well as inspiration)
Acts 20:26-27 -- Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all
men. For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God.

9. He was the ultimate Example of Personal Growth
Philippians 3:13 -- Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one
thing I do; forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

10. He became the ultimate Example of Evangelism Spirit
2 Corinthians 10:16 -- So as to preach the gospel even to the regions beyond you, and not
to boast in what has been accomplished in the sphere of another.
Romans 15:23 -- But now, with no further place for me in these regions, and since I have
had for many years a longing to come to you whenever I go to Spain – for I hope to see you
in passing, and to be helped on my way there by you…

D. Ways We can Become Useful Vessels
1. Strong Faith:  Know why you know, keep testing your faith.
2. Personal Spiritual Growth: Grow in grace and knowledge (2 Peter 3:18)
3. Zeal for God’s House:  Become enthusiastically involved in the kingdom’s growth

and purity.
4. Choice of Education:  At least make your spiritual learning equal to your secular.
5. Choice of Career: Doctor, Lawyer (ADF, TMLC), Evangelist, teacher, etc.
6. Love of Souls:  Know why God loves all souls for your own motivation.
7. Strong Godly Relationship:  Make it all personal, everlastingly.


