
The Law of Faith

Romans 3:27-28 -- Where then is the boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of
law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith. For we maintain that a man is justified
by faith apart from the works of the Law.

Introduction
1. Often the discussion rages arguing “faith only” verses “works” righteousness.  Although

James makes the point that faith without works is dead (James 2:17,20,24,26), opponents
counter with Paul’s statements on righteousness imputed by belief (Romans 4:2-3) and
salvation by faith and not works (Ephesians 2:8-10).  

2. The problem comes from a misunderstanding of Paul’s point.  Note that in the opening
passage there is the explanation of Paul’s in the third chapter of Romans that sets up his
statement in the fourth chapter (just pointed out).  When Paul is talking about “faith” or
“works,” he is using abbreviated terminology for the “Law of Faith” verses the “Law of
Works.”

3. The Law of Faith: is rightly called a “law” because it is the expressed and binding will of
God.  This is why it is also called the “Law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2); possibly the “Law
of God” (Romans 7:22); and the “Law of the Spirit of Light in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:2).
It is “of Faith” because it demands faith in, and commitment to, the Lord.

4. The Law of Works: is a law that demands the flawless keeping of God’s moral law and
one is right before God only if one keeps the law perfectly.

A. The Law of Faith: Expanded Explanation
1. The Law of Faith does not allow a man to boast in his own works because they are

imperfect.  He extends himself to the grace of God that gives him salvation as a gift,
but still requires something from him.
Titus 2:11-12,14 – For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,
instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and
godly in the present age.
Romans 2:5-6 – But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up
wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who
will render to every man according to his deeds:
Romans 2:13 -- For not the hearers of the Law are just before God, but the doers of the Law
will be justified.
Ephesians 2:8-10 -- For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.  For we are
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that
we should walk in them.

2. The blessings to Abraham, who is presented as a type of the faith that we should have,
were totally independent of the “law of works”, that is, the blessings were not
dependent on Abraham or his children being sinless.
Romans 4:13 -- For the promise to Abraham or his descendents that he would be heir of the
world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith.
Galatians 3:17-18 -- What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and
thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify
the promise.  For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God
has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.

3. God’s promises were extended through this kind of “law” because the word “promise”
would be meaningless since no one could keep the “law of works” perfectly (Romans
3:23) and, therefore, God would never have to keep His promises.

4. The “Law of Faith” does not demand a sinless, or flawless life and therefore eliminates
the “curse” of death brought on by the “Law of Works.”



Galatians 3:10,13 -- For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is
written, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the Law,
to perform them.”… Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for
us – for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree” -
2 Corinthians 3:6 -- Who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the
letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

5. The “Law of Faith” does not encourage one to sin, rather it rewards one for trying to
live better and more Christ-like (Romans 6:1-11)

B. The Law of Works: Expanded Explanation
1.  The “Law of Works” gives grounds for boasting (Romans 3:27; 4:2; Ephesians 2:9)

because one does not even have to be justified (brought up to the mark) for they have
achieved it on their own.  It is not a favor or gift from God, but rather a wage earned
(Romans 4:4).  Based on his own ability he has lived a flawless life.

2. The “Law of Works” demands that one live a perfect life in keeping with the Law, but
since no one has kept it perfectly (except Jesus) it can save no one.
Romans 10:5 -- For Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness which is based
on law shall live by that righteousness.
Romans 3:20 -- Because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for
through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.
Galatians 3:10 -- For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is
written, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the Law,
to perform them.”…
Romans 8:2-3 -- For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law
of sin and of death.  For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God
did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He
condemned sin in the flesh.

3.  The “Law of Works” brings wrath because it brings condemnation on all who sin,
which is everyone, and thus imputes sin.
Romans 4:15 -- For the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
violation.
Romans 7:8 -- But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me
coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead.

4. The “Law of Works” puts one under a curse (Galatians 3:10 again), and works the
wrath of God.
Romans 2:8 -- But to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. (See also 4:15 above)

5. The “Law of Works” does make life better, but once one has transgressed it, it cannot
make one alive after they have spiritually died.
Romans 7:10 -- And this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in
death for me.
Galatians 3:21 -- Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?  May it never be!  For if
a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed be given
to those who believe.



C. Comparing the Two Laws

                          Law of Faith                                           Law of Works
1. Both are bona fide laws (Romans 3:27; Galatians 3:10-13; 4:5; 6:2)
2. Both require obedience (Romans 10:6, 8-10; Romans 10:5)
3. Both require obedience to similar commands (Galatians 5:13-14; 5:6; Rom. 13:8-10)
4. Both are the expressed will of God (Romans 4:13-15)

5. Excludes boasting (Rom. 3:27)
6. Justifies (Romans 3:28; 5:1)
7. Asks the possible (Rom. 10:6ff)
8. Effective in saving a man despite

his weakness (Rom. 8:2-3)
9. Brings peace (Rom. 5:1)
10. Transgressions are not imputed

(Romans 3:27 – 4:8)
1 1 .  Promises are conditional upon

this law (Rom. 4:13ff; Gal. 3:18)
12. Promises fulfilled under

(Romans 4:16)
13. Redeems from curse

(Gal. 3:10,13)
14. Life brought through (Gal. 3:21-

22)
1 5 .  Here “not under law” (Rom.

6:14; 7:4,6; Gal. 5:18)
16. Here “in Christ” (Rom. 6:3; 7:4)
17. Here “in Grace” (Rom. 5:2)

18.  Here “justified” (Rom. 3:27-28;
Gal. 3:24-26)

5. Grounds for boasting (Rom. 3:27)
6. Does not justify (Rom. 3:20; Gal. 3:11)
7. Asks impossible (Rom. 10:5; Gal. 3:10)
8. Ineffective in saving because of man’s
      weakness (Rom. 8:2-3)
9. Brings wrath (Rom. 4:15)
10. Transgressions imputed (Rom. 7:8-11)

11. Promises are independent from this law
(Rom. 4:13; Gal. 3:17-18)

12. Promises are empty (Rom. 4:13-15)

13. Places under curse (Gal. 3:10ff)

14. Life is impossible (Rom. 4:15; Gal. 3:21)

15. Here “bound by law” (Rom.7:1ff)

16. Here “severed from Christ” (Gal. 5:4)
17. Here “fallen from grace”

(Gal. 5:4; 2 Tim. 1:9)
1 8 .  Here “condemned” (Rom. 2:12-14;

3:9,23)


