
Seek His Kingdom/ His Righteousness First

Matthew 6:32-33 -- For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first
His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to
you.

Introduction
1. As Christians, we would all probably agree that if God says we must put His kingdom

and righteousness first, that is what we should do.  However, we commonly disagree what
all that implies.

2 .  There are times, we may all agree here, when “something comes up” and we are
providentially hindered and cannot make it to services. After too many of these, however,
we need to take stock of what takes priority over our appointed times with God.

3. One person stays away because of family from out of town, and another because of the
job, and another because of some school event, or holiday, or sporting event, etc.  If these
are valid in one person’s life to put before God, are they not all valid in each person’s life,
and every time?  Yes God comes first, but only after all of these other things!

4. What do we really show the world, new converts, and our own family as to how much we
value our worship of God?  How often do we begrudge God a mid-week service and forget
the example set by the Christians of the first century (Acts 2:46)?

A. Some Excuses Not Well Received
1.  We have already given some “excuses” as to why people miss the assembling of

themselves.  The following passages will help verify that these are not acceptable to
God and we will add a few more.

2 .  The first shows that the Lord looked poorly upon those who talked about land
speculation, or commodity investment, and even the problems of relationships.  More
than once someone has said, well we had a fight in the family, or things went bad at
work and I didn’t feel like coming.  Perhaps if you had you would have felt better
afterward.  It is like saying, “Even being in the presence of God will not change my
attitude!”  Then heaven won’t do anything for you either.

3. Further, people want to go their own way and not God’s.  They have the worries of the
world as their excuse.  In the parable of the talent, why didn’t the unrighteous servant
invest what the master gave, even when he knew the Master expected increase.
Perhaps he reasoned that his excuses would cover for him.  Did they?
Luke 14:18-20 -- ... “I have bought a piece of land and I need to go out and look at it; please
consider me excused.”... “I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out;
please consider me excused.” ... “I have married a wife, and for that reason I cannot come.”
Matthew 22:5 -- ...went their own way, one to his own farm, another to his business...
Matthew 25:24-25 -- ... “Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not
sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed.  And I was afraid, and went away and hid
your talent in the ground; see, you have what is yours.”

B. Other Things that Might Get in the Way
1. Augustine was once told by a member why he wasn’t at church: “One has to make a

living, doesn’t he?”  To which Augustine replied: “Does he?”
2. Jesus told His disciples, put God first, and God will take care of the other stuff.

Matthew 6:25 -- For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious for your life, as to what you
shall eat, or what you shall drink; nor for your body, as to what you shall put on.  Is not life
more than food, and the body than clothing?

3. God is the One who gives us tomorrow.  He can surely fill it with what we need.
4. When we begin to put other things first, they become our idols, things we trust in more

than God.  They are our masters whose relationship is more important than our
relationship with our heavenly Father.  



5. If we are spending so much more time with other things, it must mean that we love
them more than God.  People have a tendency to gravitate to that which they find more
important, or are more comfortable and pleased with.
Matthew 6:34 -- Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Matthew 6:24 -- No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will hold to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon.
Matthew 13:11,22 -- And He answered and said to them, “To you it has been granted to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven... And the one on whom seed was sown among
the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world, and the
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
1 John 2:15-17 -- Do not love the world, nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. [World passing away]

C. Advantages to Kingdom First
1. The promise of God’s provision is more stable than the world’s economy.  If you are

not used to looking for God’s help, you will not be able to find it when your little world
collapses.

2. Prayer plugs us into the power of God for this life.  The richest and most powerful
man, company or country in the world cannot help you the way God can.
Matthew 6:31-33 -- Do not be anxious then, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall
we drink?” or “With what shall we clothe ourselves?”  For all these things the Gentiles
eagerly seek; for our heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first His
kingdom and His righteousness   and all these things shall be added to you.
Philippians 4:6-7 -- Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which
surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:19 -- And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory
in Christ Jesus.
2 Corinthians 9:8 -- And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having
all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.

 D. Accompanying Considerations
1. Soldiers realize (or should) whom their upper loyalty and responsibility is to. Since

they are protecting the rights and freedom of all citizens of their own empire, they
know that if they fail it all fails.

2. Mired in sin, one’s life is lost.  A Christian has come to realize that in accepting a new
hope of life in Christ, he now owes his life to God, whose Son gave His life for all.

3. If we can’t find anything in the kingdom of God to do now, when even a blind man can
see all that needs to be done, how can we be entrusted with even greater tasks in
heaven itself?
2 Timothy 2:4 -- No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life,
so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 -- Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
James 4:13-15 -- Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and
such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.”  Yet you do not
know what your life will be like tomorrow.  You are just a vapor that appears for a little while
and then vanishes away.  Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and also
do this or that.”
Luke 16:10-12 -- He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who
is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much.  If therefore you have not
been faithful in the use of unrighteous mammon, who will entrust the true riches to you?  And
if you have not been faithful in the use of that which is another’s, who will give you that
which is your own?



 PERSPECTIVE CHART
KINGDOM OF GOD

FAMILY
WORK

FRIENDS
GOVERNMENT

RECREATION

IMPERATIVE

REAL IMPORTANT
REAL IMPORTANT

IMPORTANT
IMPORTANT

NEED OCCASIONALLY


