
The Joy of Service

Psalms 144:15 -- How blessed are the people who are so situated; how blessed
are the people whose God is the Lord!

Introduction
1. People often buy dogs just for the experience of being welcomed home by the shear joy

of the animal.
2. The life of a child of God is characterized by a genuine joy from being in a proper

relationship with its Father.
Psalms 16:11 -- Thou wilt make known to me the path of life; in Thy presence is fullness of
joy; in Thy right hand there are pleasures forever.
Psalms 35:9 --And my soul shall rejoice in the Lord; It shall exult in His salvation.

3. Joy is not simply an action (clapping hands, artificial grins, “Amens,” “Hallelujahs”),
but a quality that naturally expresses itself in one’s loving service to God.  It is not an
emotion based in human experience and fleeting as circumstances; but is wholesome,
unflinching, and permanent, filling a Christian with delight in the present and with
optimistic expectation of the future.

A. The Transient Pleasure of Godlessness:
1. One of the greatest pursuits of this society is pleasure (but mislabeled happiness). It

consumes the minds of many, mainly because it is “thought” to be the ultimate
experience.

2. It is also consuming because it is an aberration of the true intent of life.  Happiness
is, by a definition of its root “hap”, something that is subject to circumstance and
fleeting in duration.

3. Happiness and pleasure are thus futile and temporary and lead one down the wrong
road away from true satisfaction in life.
Romans 1:21-23 -- For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or
give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the
incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed
animals and crawling creatures.  Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to
impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored among them.
Ephesians 2:12 -- Remember  that  you  were  at  that  time  separate  from Christ,
excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenant of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world.
1 John 2:15-17 -- Do not love the world, nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh
and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father but from the
world.  And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of
God abides forever.
Romans 14:22-23 -- The faith which you have, have as your own conviction before God.
Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. But he who doubts is
condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is
sin.
Hebrews 11:24-25 -- By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than
to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin. [apolausis – “enjoyment”, as in 1 Timothy 6:17]

B. The Eternal Quality of Joy
1. Our Environment is Filled with God’s Blessings. One’s true riches stem from God’s

grace-filled love for one.



1 Timothy 6:17 -- Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to
fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all
things to enjoy.
2 Peter 1:3 -- Seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life
and godliness...
James 1:17 -- Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.

2. Our Future is Assured bringing the Joy of Hope.  One’s security comes from one’s
trust in the Father who promises to look after His children.  Remember as a child
thinking of home as a safe haven from the world and knowing that your parents
loved you.  You never worried that you would have clothes to wear, food to eat, a
place to sleep.  For the adult, this is the heaven of God.
1 Peter 1:3-6 -- Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to
His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and
will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly
rejoice...
1 Peter 1:8-9 -- And though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do
not see Him now, you believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of
glory, obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

3.  The Natural Growth of Proven Character.  Men who are sure of their abilities,
whether in sports, business, the military, etc., desire to test their abilities against
others and in all circumstances. To them, the contest, the challenge, the battle are as
exhilarating  as a heady wine as they prove themselves further toward excellence.
James 1:2-4 -- Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,
knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its
perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

Colossians 1:24 -- Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do
my share on behalf of His body (which is the church) in filling up that which is lacking
in Christ’s afflictions.

Hebrews 10:34 -- For you showed sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the
seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and an
abiding one.
1 Peter 4:13 -- But to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing;
so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.
Galatians 5:22-23 -- But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control...

C. The Command of God
1. One of the most interesting things about the Joy that comes from serving God is that

it can be commanded.
2. Not bound by circumstance or caprice, it can be bidden and seized hold of to be

experienced when needed, and granted when required.
3. It can be conjured up from the counting of blessings and abide with one as long as

they abide in the presence of Christ and His teachings.
4. It can be permanently around us and in us if we but allow God to guide us, love us,

and protect us and show us all that He has in store for us.
Philippians 4:4 -- Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!
1 Thessalonians 5:16 -- Rejoice always.


