
Inquiring of the Lord

1 Samuel 23:2 -- So David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I go and attack
these Philistines?” And the Lord said to David, “Go and attack the Philistines,
and deliver Keilah.”

Introduction
1.  In studies of the Old and New Testament, one runs across many occasions where the

people of God stepped into trouble because they did not inquire of the Lord.
2. At times it can become very complicated and we use the expression: “The Lord knows…”

but interestingly we never get around to asking Him what He does know.
3. Especially when one is engulfed in sin, when life becomes so intricate and convoluted, a

virtual web of a mess, and we still do not approach God for answers.
4. Perhaps, in all probability, we do not know how to approach our Creator, and so in this

lesson we will look at some of the various ways we may inquire of Him for some of the
more specific answers we need to carry out our lives in faithful service.

A. God Answering Through Scripture
1. One of the more generally understood ways of acquiring directions from God is the

delving into the Life manual He has left us in the extensive library known as the Sacred
Scriptures, or the Bible.

2. Peter tells us that God has provided all things pertaining to life and the acquiring of a
godly nature.

3. Paul wrote to Timothy that the sacred writings were able to give him the wisdom that
leads to salvation through the faith that is in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 3:15). The context
follows with the assurance that the Scriptures equip one for every good work (vv.16-
17).
2 Peter 1:3 -- Seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life
and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and
excellence.
Ephesians 3:2-4 -- If indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace which was
given to me for you; that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote
before in brief. And by referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into
the mystery of Christ.

4.  Just reading the Word, however, is not good enough.  One must take the time to
thoroughly and accurately handle it.  

5. When Paul cautions Timothy to give attention to the public reading, notice that teaching
precedes and followings the reading.  This may be for two reasons.  One is that Paul is
asking Timothy to monitor what is read to make sure it is right and proper.

6. The second is that reading alone without proper study can lead one to misunderstand
the translation or context.  Further, the apostle explains to the Corinthians that in the
Jews the veil remains over their understanding even after their readings of sacred texts.
1 Timothy 4:11, 13 -- Prescribe and teach these things…  Until I come, give attention to the
public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching.
2 Corinthians 3:14 -- But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading
of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ.

7. In the Old Testament we have examples of the priests either translating for the people
when they read or of a scribe having to study and then to teach it to the people and
not just read it to them.
Nehemiah 8:8 -- And they read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the
sense so that they understood the reading.
Ezra 7:10 -- For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the Lord, and to practice it, and to
teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel.



B. God Answering Prayer
1. People often inquire of God, but then never look around to see His answer, either in

daily provision, protection, resources, opportunities, blessings, etc.
2. The Lord not only expects persistency, but also recognition and gratitude for all that

He has done.
3. One might start by asking for wisdom and see if there is any improvement (James 1:5-

6), however, much of wisdom that is needed is already provide by what we have
covered in the first section.  Proverbs is especially geared toward increasing one’s
“smarts.”
Matthew 7:7 -- Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened to you. (Of note here are the present tenses)
1 John 3:22 -- And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His
commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.

4. If one is aware that they are definitely not being heard by God perhaps they should
consider how they ask and what they are asking for.

5. God does not like to be tested and requires humble inquiry in our approach.
James 4:2-3 -- …You do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because
you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.

C. God ‘s Answers Through Cast Lots
1.  “The custom of deciding doubtful questions by lot is one of great extent and high

antiquity, recommending itself as a sort of appeal to the Almighty, secure from all
influence of passion or bias, and is a sort of divination …” (Pulpit Commentary)

2. The casting of lots is seen in both the Old and New Testaments as a means of inquiring
of God for specific answers to particular circumstances.

3. Currently it is not used.  Possibly because various means of “divination” like the Urim
and Thummim used by the Jewish High Priest are no longer available and what is a
“lot” is not exactly known.  

4. Further, as we will see from its use by the apostles, it requires some critical thinking as
to how to set up the procedure. (1) One must outline certain guidelines that are within
divine approval, (2) one must do proper thinking and preparation so that it is not all
left up to God, as He requires our participation in most efforts, (3) a concise system set
up that honestly allows God’s providence to control the outcome, and (4) one must be
ready to commitment themselves to whatever the decision is with none of the “best
two out of three” attitude if the decision is not favorable.

5.  The example given in Acts shows Peter (1) laying down sound qualifications for a
replacement: taught by Jesus from the first of His ministry to His leaving the earth, thus
knowing all the teachings and being able to witness to all the miracles. Of those
qualified, either was a good choice. (2) But the final decision was left to God who
could read their hearts.  In all our choices we should want the very best for the Lord’s
purpose. (3) The casting of lots was a time honored and divinely appointed method of
allowing God to participate.  And (4) there was no dissention with the final outcome.
Proverbs 16:33 -- The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.
Proverbs 18:18 -- The lot puts an end to contentions, and decides between the mighty.
Acts 1:21-26 -- It is therefore necessary that of the men who have accompanied us all the time
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us – beginning with the baptism of John, until the
day that He was taken up from us – one of these should become a witness with us of His
resurrection…. and they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, who knowest the hearts of all men,
show which one of these two Thou hast chosen to occupy this ministry and apostleship from
which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they drew lots for them, and the lot fell
to Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

D. Conclusion
 Since our purpose in life is to serve God the best we can, we should use every means
available to insure that we are making the best choices that please Him.


