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   The “Indwelling” of the Holy Spirit
Romans 8:11 --  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,  He who raised
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.
A. An Introduction to the Problem

For many in the religious world, to have the Spirit of God in their life is viewed as a possess-
ion counter to the type of possession done by demons in the gospel accounts.  This possess-
ion begins with the receiving of Jesus into the heart or with the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  It
manifests itself in either an experience “better felt than told”, a voice within telling them
what to do, or as an outward demonstration with the speaking of tongues.   

What this misunderstanding of the indwelling of the Spirit does is subvert and side-step
the word of God and bring a person’s personal feelings and desires to the forefront to take
precedent.  One does what one wants and believes it is divine will.  If one is hearing voices
in their heads telling them what to do, then they should be very careful as to what the voices
are telling them.  If the Spirit can possess us today, then so can demons.  
1 John 4:1 --  Beloved,  do not believe every spirit,  but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God;  because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
    In the final analysis,  the voices must be judged by the word of God,  so one might as well
just use the Bible for their guide in the first place.
1 John 4:6 -- We [the apostles and their writings] are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he
who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
    One might also consider seeing a doctor if they are hearing voices. Schizophrenic
hallucinations,   the split between the emotional and intellectual side of the brain,   are  often
manifested by the hearing of voices in one’s head.  The condition is treatable.

B. Where Misunderstandings Come From
The reason that there is a misunderstanding about how the Spirit indwells us is because
people are inclined to ignore the context of their proof-texts.  The main texts used for estab-
lishing the idea that the Holy Spirit actually gets inside of us are:

 John 14:26 -- But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

 John 14:16-17 -- And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with
you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold
Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you.

 John 3:5 -- Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of the water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

 Ephesians 5:18  --  And do not get drunk with wine,  for that is dissipation,  but be filled with the
 Spirit.

     The more modest erroneous explanation as to what is supposed to occur when the Spirit
takes possession of one is that: [1] as you read the Scriptures they suddenly become clearer,
[2] you look back and get a definite sense that God has worked in your life, and [3] you are
talking with a person and “suddenly you sense an unmistakable impression that you should
tell them about what Christ means to you.”  [A Campus Crusade/Evangelical explanation.]
     To show you how even these explanations are damaging consider:  [1]  We are told to
study the Scriptures to make them clearer (2 Tim. 2:15) using proper rules of interpretation,
not wait for divine guidance.  If it takes a second guidance of inspiration to get to the truth
then the first inspiration (2 Tim. 3:16) was useless; [2] we should be pro-actively doing
God’s will so that we will know that God is working in our lives (John 7:17; Romans 12:1-2);
and [3] we should be telling anyone who will listen about the gospel and not just wait for a
voice to single someone out.  How does one sense the Spirit directing them anyway?  We
cannot even sense our own spirit within us.  
     An explanation of the texts used above is provided in the next section.
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C. “INDWELLING” Corrections and Explanations
1. John 14:26 & 14:16-17:  The context that starts at the beginning of chapter 13, shows

that these texts are referring to the Apostles only.  They were to receive the Holy Spirit
on Pentecost in Acts 1.  If you believe that it refers to all Christians, then we all are to
follow the command to preach the gospel to the whole world, starting in Jerusalem (Acts
1:8), and should hear a violent wind and see cloven tongues of fire (Acts 2:2-4) when we
receive the Spirit.

2. John 3:5:  Refers to the gift of salvation by the Spirit through water baptism (see parallel
passages  Eph. 5:26  &  Titus 3:5.   See also Eph. 1:13-14).  This is the earnest,  or down-
payment, the pledge of our inheritance with a view to our redemption.  (See Heb. 6:4-5)

According to the lexicographers, while the Greek word to dwell may be either literal or meta-
phorical, the Greek word for indwell is always metaphorical.   All  the  other  passages  where
“indwell” is used,   besides Romans 8:11,  are  listed  below.   Their  explanations  will  help
clarify Romans 8:11:
1. In the first verse you will notice that what is said to indwell is faith.  Faith is not a living

thing to dwell physically anywhere.  It is used as a figure of speech, a personification, so
that it can be said to dwell in some thing. The next verse does the same thing with sin.
2 Timothy 1:5 -- For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your
grandmother Lois, and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well.
Romans 7:17  --  So  now,  no longer am I the one doing it,  but sin which indwells me.

2. In the next two verses (the second does not use the Greek word for “indwell”, but just
dwell)  both God and Christ are said to dwell in us.  If  this  is  literal,  it  is  either getting
awfully crowded inside our bodies, or we need to again understand it metaphorically.
2 Corinthians 6:16 -- Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For we are the
temple of the living God; just as God said, “I will dwell [enoikhsw - indwell] in them and
walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”
Ephesians 3:17 -- so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being
rooted and grounded in love,...  (See also Galatians 4:19 as to how this is done.)

3. The next verse is a parallel passage to Ephesians 5:18.  Both deal with singing.  Note
that being filled with the Spirit is letting the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  This
explains what we mean by metaphorically.       The word of God is the Spirit of God and
that word needs to guide us, not some strange voices.
Colossians 3:16 -- Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching
and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
thankfulness in your hearts to God.
2 Timothy 1:14  --  Guard,  through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has
been entrusted to you.  (Timothy does this by knowing the truth to guard against error.)

4. The equation that the Spirit = The Word is spelled out for us in Ephesians 6:17:
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword [consisting] of the Spirit which [neuter
agreeing with Spirit not sword] is the word of God.

D. How the Spirit Indwells: A Summary
1 .  In Luke 16:29, Abraham said, “They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear

them...”  Of course, the rich man’s brethren didn’t have Moses and the Prophets, they
had their writings.  In the same way, we have the Spirit when we have His writings, that
is, study them and do what they say.  We have Christ the same way (2 John 9-10).

2. The Spirit intercedes for us in prayer (Romans 8:26-27), but it is the same way Christ
intercedes for us too (Hebrews 7:25), as Elijah did for Israel (Rom. 11:2).

3. Indwelling is not a mystical possession, but a very practical learning of the Scriptures
and applying them to our lives.  The more we know, the more the Godhead dwells in us.


