
          IMPORTANCE OF THE CHURCH   
Hebrews 10:25 -- Not forsaking our own assembling together,
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the
more, as you see the day drawing near.

     

Introduction:
1. Many people have an erroneous concept of the church and their responsibility to it.

There is a general feeling that church attendance is unimportant.  Many have stated that
they do not believe in "organized religion" as an excuse to not attend.  This may be a
valid point when one considers the religions organized by men, but not when that
religion is organized by God.  

2. Others believe that they can be acceptable Christians on their own without having to be
part of any church. They say, "I have accepted Jesus as my personal Savior!"  This
concept of "going it alone" is not taught in the Scriptures and we encourage you to
examine the evidence to follow.

3. Also, some wrong attitudes are understandably the result of having to face too many
different faiths.  Not all churches can be right, and in fact, God agrees with this.

4. So how important is the church?  In the book of Ephesians, it is as if Paul summarized
all he knew of every aspect of its importance and instilled into the epistle for the benefit
of any who would care to read it.

A. The Church: A Study In Ephesians
Ephesians 1:3 -- Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.

1. Paul begins by revealing that all things are in Christ; i.e. All spiritual blessings, our
adoption, redemption, forgiveness, our hope.

2. But the question remains, how did He accomplish this?
3. The answer by Jesus was: Matthew 16:18 -- ...I will build My church [note singular].

Ephesians 1:10 -- With a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of times, that is,
the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things upon the earth.
Ephesians 3:10-11 -- In order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known
through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1.  The Church is an administration [Literally: house law] suitable to the fullness of
times.   The gospel that Jesus brought was a law to be obeyed (2 Thessalonians 1:8;
1 Peter 4:17).  The church is the administrator of that law.

2. Though some may feel that the church is outdated, as is God’s law, the simple truth
is that man is no better, he has not changed, nor has God’s standard of what is right
and wrong.

3. It is through the church that every aspect, every facet, every level of God’s wisdom
is to be made known.  

4. And it is to be known to even authorities in heavenly places.  The church will judge
angels (1 Corinthians 6:3).

 Ephesians 1:22 -- And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head
over all things to the church.

 
1. An importance of the church is that Christ is the head of it.  If Christ still reigns over

the church (as well as the world), then the heavenly kingdom is of specific
consideration to the Lord still.



2. It would at least be as important as the rest of the world,  more so, since it consists
of His most loyal and obedient followers.

Ephesians 1:23 -- Which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all things.
1. There is also a paradox concerning the church.  The church on the one hand is the

replacement for Jesus’ physical body to carry on His work.  He thus fills the church
with His blessings, and carries out His intentions through it.

2. On the other hand, the Church is also the fullness of Him.  He who fills all is made
full by the church.

Ephesians 2:19 – So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens
with the saints, and are of God’s household.

1. How can the church be unimportant if it is God’s family, His children?
2. How can the kingdom of God be unimportant if it is composed of the citizens of His

kingdom?

Ephesians 2:20-22 -- Having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus Himself being the chief corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted
together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together
into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

1. The Church replaced the temple, just as the temple replaced the tabernacle.  The
Church, though, is far more glorious.

2. It is composed of the souls of men, the most endurable substance in the Universe,
thus unlike other temples that ruin with age, the tabernacle of God will now last
forever.

3. Further, it is the dwelling of God.  When we come to church, we are coming into the
presence of the Lord.  We partake of the Supper with Him (1 Corinthians 10:18-22;
Matthew 26:29).

4. If one does not come with reverence before the Lord and leave with a sense of awe,
it is not God’s fault if you did not find any worth in it.   It is yours!

Ephesians 3:21 -- To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations
forever and ever.  Amen.

 
 Ephesians 4:4-5 -- There is one body [church - see 1:22-23] and one Spirit, just as you are
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism.
 
1. There is importance and value with anything that is unique.  There is only one body

that is indwelled by the Spirit of God, just as there is only one body that houses
your spirit.   

2. Just because man puts out a lot of anemic and useless congregations, does not make
the convocation of the Lord other than divinely special.
 

 Ephesians 4:11-12 -- And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of
service, to the building up of the body of Christ.
 Ephesians 4:15-16 -- But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into
Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together
by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part,
causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
 
1 .  Unlike other religions of the first century, the church was gifted with various

mentors that demonstrated the wisdom and power of God.



2. In the church was the mind of Christ and the full maturity of His nature.  Even
today it represents the standard of God’s sense of right and wrong that makes the
wisdom of the world pale into insignificance.

Ephesians 5:23 -- For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ is the head of the church,
He Himself being the Savior of the body.
Ephesians 5:25 -- Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave
Himself up [died] for her.

1. Among the denominations, Jesus is known as their personal Savior.  Yet where in the
Scriptures is that designation every made?  

2. Paul said He was the Savior of the body.  If you are not in fellowship with the
saints, you are not among the saved.  See 1 John 1:7!

3. How important is the church?  If you could walk up Jesus hanging on the cross and
ask Him why He is up there.  He would tell you, “I am dying for My church!”

Ephesians 5:27 -- That He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no
spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.

1. The Church is what the Lord is going to present to Himself in the end.  And those
who wish to be in that special presentation better be holy and blameless in the
Church.

2. It is the Church that Christ nourishes and cherishes.
3. Christians should hold it as sacred as they do their wedding vows.

Ephesians 5:29 -- For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as
Christ also does the church.
Ephesians 5:30-32 -- Because we are members of His body.  For this cause a man shall leave
his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh.  This
mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.

B. The Church: A Parting Insight
Hebrews 10:25 -- Not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.

1 .  Forsaking the assembling of ourselves means more than just missing worship
services.

2. In the rare instances where the word “forsake” is used, one can see and comprehend
its dire consequences.  It is not being there when one is needed most.  

3. It is abandoning someone to a terrible fate.
4. It is desertion of duty at a time when your fellow Christians need you the most.
5.  The church IS important.  It IS important to God and it should be important to

everyone who truly loves the Lord and the things of the Lord.

Matthew 27:46 -- And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli,
Eli, Lama Sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”
Acts 2:27 -- Because Thou wilt not abandon My soul to Hades, nor allow Thy Holy One to
undergo decay.
2 Timothy 4:9-10 -- Make every effort to come to me soon; for Demas, having loved this
present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica…
2 Timothy 4:16 -- At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be
counted against them.


