
If There Was No Resurrection

1 Corinthians 15:12 -- Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised
from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of
the dead.

Introduction
1. There is only one question about life, death, and eternity.  “Is the Christ risen from the

dead?”  
2. Jesus constantly used the promise of His resurrection as the proof that He was all He

claimed to be.  
• The only sign given to an evil generation was the sign of Jonah (Matthew 12:39).
• Destroy the temple of His body and in three days He would raise it up (John 2:19).  

3. Paul is writing to a troubled Corinthian church; addressing their problems of divisions,
carnality, immorality, confusion, misuse of gifts; but their most serious problem was
their questioning the resurrection of the dead.   Paul confronts this and explains why a
resurrection of the dead is crucial to all men.

A. If There Was No Resurrection
1.  It is the foundation of teaching Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:1-8)

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 -- For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received,
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that
He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures...
• It was high priority in apostolic doctrine.
• It was fulfillment of prophecy.  [Peter references Psalms 16:8-11]

2.  It was witnessed.
1 Corinthians 15:5-8 -- And that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  After that
He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until
now, but some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and
last of all, as it were to one untimely born, He appeared to me also.
1 John 1:1-4 -- What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen
with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of Life – and
the life was manifested, and we have seen and bear witness and proclaim to you the eternal
life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us – what we have seen and heard we
proclaim to you also… and these things we write…
John 20:27-28 -- Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here your finger, and see My hands;
and reach here your hand, and put it into My side; and be not unbelieving, but believing.”
Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” [Note that this is John’s eye-
witness account also.]
Matthew 27:52-53 -- And the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had
fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the
holy city and appeared to many.

3.  Repercussions. (1 Corinthians 15:12-19)
1 Corinthians 15:13 -- But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been
raised.

(v.14) The apostle’s preaching is in vain.
(v.14) The Corinthian’s faith also is in vain.
(v.15) The apostles are then found to be false witnesses of God, if confirming

                                   that God sanctioned all Jesus did.
(v.15) God does not raise the dead (will not or cannot).



(v.17) Your faith is worthless (useless).
(v.17) You are still in your sins (condemned).
(v.18) Those who died in Christ have perished (into oblivion).
(v.19) The apostles of all men are most to be pitied, for they have given up

     everything, and died horribly, for what is a lie.
B. But Christ Is Risen From the Dead:  (1 Corinthians 15:20-27)

1 Corinthians 15:20-21 -- But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who are asleep.  For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the
dead.

(v.22) In Christ all shall be made alive.
(v.23) Christ shall return to claim those who are His.
(v.24) The kingdom will be delivered up to the Father
(v.25) Christ reigns...
(v.26) And death is to be abolished.

1 Corinthians 15:27 -- For He has put all things in subjection under His feet...

C. Thanks to God for the Victory:  (1 Corinthians 15:36-57)
1 Corinthians 15:51 -- Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed.

(v.36) All seed must die before it comes to life.  (Men are planted also)
(v.38) Then God gives it a body as He wishes.  (Men given new bodies too)
(v.40) There is a greater glory to our heavenly bodies than to our earthly
            bodies.

(v.42) sown perishable, raised imperishable.
(v.43) sown in dishonor, raised in honor.
(v.44) sown natural, raised spiritual.

1 Corinthians 15:52 -- In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet;  for the
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.

John 5:28-29 -- Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the
tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a
resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.

1 Corinthians 15:57 -- But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

• Victory over death
• Victory over life
• Victory over sin
• Victory over judgment

1 Corinthians 15:58 -- Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.


