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Matthew 12:36-37 -- And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak,
they shall render account for it in the day of judgment.  For by your words you shall be
justified, and by your words you shall be condemned.

Introduction
1. Idle words are useless words, words that do not accomplish God’s purpose.
2. Godly speech should be used to inform those who are doing what is wrong (Matthew

18:15-20).  It should be used to convert others to Christ and build them up with His
word (Matthew 28:18-20).  It should be used to help restore those overtaken in a
fault (Galatians 6:1).  It should be wise, gracious, and wholesome (Colossians 4:5-6;
Ephesians 4:29).

3. Since our words express our thinking, Jesus says that we will answer for our “idle
words.”  Tongue control is a very difficult matter.  It requires the help of God as we
change our heart (James 3:1-10). Let us examine some “idle word” problems knowing
we will be judged because of them.   Especially let us attack the cause of idle words.  

A. Types of Idle Words
1. Talebearing.  rakal was originally: to travel for trade, but came to mean taking

stories of problems or tales to other locales.  It was forbidden by God, especially
because it revealed secrets that people should not know.

 Leviticus 19:16-18 -- You shall not go about as a talebearer among your people and
you are not to act against the life of your neighbor; I am the Lord...
 Proverbs 20:19  -- He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets, therefore do not
associate with a gossip.
 

2. Backbiting.  katalos was to speak evil, or behind the back, of those one may have
been friends with.  It was common among those who had left God. We are warn-
ed that we can be devoured by such words.  If you say such things about your
old friends, what will your new friends think?

 Romans 1:28-30 -- ...Backbiters, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors
of evil, disobedient to parents...
 Galatians 5:14-15 -- ...but if you bite and devour one another, take care lest you be
consumed by one another.
 

3. Murmuring.  gogguzo is to grumble or complain without rightful consideration,
especially while not considering one’s blessings.  The Israelites murmured over
their lack of water (Exodus16:1-3), although God had always taken care of them
and had just saved them from Egyptian slavery. They murmured over the
negative spies’ report of the land of milk and honey (Numbers 14:1-5).  They all
died from it in the wilderness, and it still persisted even in Jesus’ day.

 Deuteronomy 1:34-36 -- Then the Lord heard the sound of your words, and He was
angry and took an oath, saying, “Not one of these men, this evil generation, shall see
the good land which I swore to give your fathers.”
 Luke 15:1-2 -- ... and both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble...
 

 



 
4. Evil Speaking.  blasphemia is to say bad things (scurrilous, calumnious: false and

malicious statements meant to hurt) against men and (blasphemy, railings)
against God.  Christians are warned that if we are to speak the truth in love, it
must be put away from their new character.

 Ephesians 4:31 -- Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and evil-speaking
be put away from you, along with all malice.
 

5. Slander.  diabolos is to falsely accuse as you withstand someone.  The wives of
elders and deacons are especially warned not to be slanderers.

 1 Timothy 3:11 -- Women must likewise be dignified, not malicious gossips
[slanderers], but temperate, faithful in all things.
 

6. Gossip.  phulo means to babble or prattle, to talk much and foolishly, or to tell
and repeat idle talk.  Widows are not to be “tattlers.”  

 1 Timothy 5:13 -- And at the same time they learn to be idle, as they go around from
house to house; and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about
things not proper to mention.
 

B. Why Idle Words Come About?
1. Frustration.  Idle words can come about because of our frustration with a brother

in Christ.  If things are not going a quickly as we desire, our mind is working over-
time in speculative cycles and too often we let our minds engage our mouths to
let out our thoughts.  We need to exercise patience in the bond of peace.

 Ephesians 4:1-3 -- ...Walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have
been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one
another in love...
 

2. Envy/Anger.  If we become envious or angry toward a brother, we may not be
cautious  enough  to  guard  our  actions,  but petty enough to say what is on our
minds.  God counsels us that if we do well, we will be accepted.

 Genesis 4:5-7 --...If you [Cain] do well, will not your countenance be lifted up?...
3. Disappointment.  If someone disappoints us, we may be tempted to talk about

them.   We are not to use opinions over liberties to judge each other.  We should
always remember that we are members of one body in Christ (1 Cor. 12:12-27).

 Romans 14:2-3 -- ...Let not him who eats regard with contempt him who does not eat,
and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats...
 

4. Mistreatment.  Idle words are easily produced when others mistreat us.  Jesus
did not respond with evil speech when He was mistreated, and therefore stands
as an example as to how we should behave.

 1 Peter 2:21-23 -- ...and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while
suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges
righteously.
 

5. Insecurity.  Those who are insecure will often say things that they should not.
Everything we need to be secure is given in the knowledge of Christ.

 2 Peter 1:2-4 -- ...Seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him...
 


