
How Do You Know the Bible is God’s Word ?

1 Thessalonians 2:13 -- And for this reason we also constantly thank God that
when you received from us the word of God’s message, you accepted it not as the
word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its
work in you who believe.

Introduction
1. The question of how one knows if the Bible is the Word of God is amazing in the United

States.  At one point in our history most people knew that it was. Of course, this was
when people actually read it.  Its laws are the basis of our government, its morals formed
the foundation for western civilization, its inspiration has made this nation the most
blessed and powerful country in the history of the world. The Bible is an incomparable
book, there is no other like it.

2. The problem is, like Israel of the Old Testament, that a whole new generation has grown up
that has never looked into the Holy Scriptures and is influenced by a society that is
degenerating and mocking anything that would expose its own shame.  People who know
nothing about God feel confident that they can revile His wisdom.  They feel no fear, but
that is because they have not read His Word and do not know Him.

3. To the honest heart, though, God, through the gospel, still reaches out and impresses and
even converts.  The world is no different than it was in the time of the flood, or Babylon, or
Rome, or the Dark ages, but the word of God still endures, and influences, and overcomes
and conquers, while all the rest passes away into judgment.

4. So how do we know the Bible is God’s Word? Consider…
A. God Says the Bible Is His Word.

1. It may seem trite, or even insulting, to say, “Because the Bible says so!” yet billions live
off such a principle in other philosophies and religions.  There are 33 million gods in
India because people have visions and say they have seen a particular image and it is
accepted – no proof needed.

2. Mohammed claimed to be a prophet of Allah and the Koran his writings – no proof
offered.  Joseph Smith claimed the Book of Mormon to be inspired of God – with
nothing to attest to it, just his say so.  People believe everything they read in the
newspapers just because they read it in the newspapers – no substantiation required.

3. So why not believe the Bible is God’s Word? When Moses said, “Then God spoke all
these words, saying…” (Exodus 20:1), why not believe him? Or Isaiah, “’Come now,
and let us reason together,’ says the Lord” (1:18); or Jeremiah “to whom the word of
the Lord came” (1:2); or “The word of the Lord which came to Hosea (1:1); or
Obadiah, “Thus says the Lord God concerning Edom (1:1); or “The Oracle of the word
of the Lord to Israel from Malachi” (1:1); or even John, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ,
which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must shortly take
place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John”
(Revelation 1:1).

B. Its Facts Are Indisputable.
1. The thing that impresses scholars who study the Bible, even the secular ones, is that if

the Bible says something, it is so.  (Note its science also: Genesis 1:24ff; Psalms 8:8-9)
2. If the Bible says that “they went up to Jerusalem”, they went up. This goes for customs,

laws, cultures, civilizations and peoples.  If the Bible mentions them, they existed.
3. The Hittites, long ridiculed by some as not existing because no evidence appeared in

archeology, have now been discovered.  First mentioned in torn papyrus fragments
studied by Johannes Burkhalter in the 1800s, later archeologists discovered not only
one but two Hittite civilizations.

4. More resent discoveries in Syria have uncovered mention of Sodom and Gomorrah, the
five cities of the plains, and even Abraham (See the Archives of Ebla).



C. Its Prophecies Are Many, Accurate and Verifiable
1. People are fascinated with the predictions of psychics.  They accept modern seers even

though they are over 80% wrong.  They still rave over Nostradamus, even though he
was hardly ever right.

2. And none would qualify as a true prophet as laid down by Moses: “When a prophet
speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is
the thing which the Lord has not spoken” (Deuteronomy 18:22).  To be a prophet of
God the requirement was 100% accuracy. Penalty for false prophecy was death (v.20).

3.  In this same context Moses spoke of a prophet to come (Deuteronomy 18:18). A
prophecy fulfilled 1450 years later in Christ (Acts 3:19-22).

4. Cyrus was called by name 150 years before his time (Isaiah 45:1); Josiah was called by
name 300 years before (I Kings 13:1-5); 500 years later the curse on Jericho was fulfilled
(Joshua 6:26; 1 Kings 16:33-34); and Daniel accurately predicted the next four world
empires until the time of the emergence of the kingdom of God (Matthew 3:1-3; Luke
3:1-6); and note especially that in the eleventh chapter every verse is a compilation of
prophecies that accurately and minutely foretells of the nations and events around the
people of God for the next five hundred years.

5. Not only does history reveal that all of these came true, but fulfilled prophecies can
still be witnessed today.  Babylon remains unoccupied (Isaiah 13:19-20), and at Tyre,
the fishermen still dry their nets (Ezekiel 26:4-5).

D. Its Miracles Are legendary and Significant
Hebrews 2:2-4 -- For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just recompense, how shall we escape if we neglect so
great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by
those who heard, God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders and by various
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.
1. Those who profess to work miracles today cannot hope to do it on the magnitude and

proficiency of the New Testament disciples (See Acts 5:12-16).
2. The question asked at the time of Jesus was, if any come after, could they possibly do

more miracles than He performed (John 7:31).
3. Paul lists the various individuals that Jesus appeared to after His resurrection, in one

instance the crowd was over 500 (1 Corinthians 15:4-8). Josephus, the Jewish/Roman
historian (an outside source) also attests to this resurrection.

4. Even Pharaoh’s wise men (Exodus 8:19) and Simon the Sorcerer (Acts 8:9-13), great
magicians in their own right, attested to the fact that was Moses and the apostles did
was way beyond them and had to be done by God.

5. The Sun was stopped or reversed, mighty rivers parted, men struck dead, and the
dead restored to life (Matthew 27:50-53).

E. It Contains Courtroom Acceptable Eye-Witness Accounts.
1 John 1:1-4 -- What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our
eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of Life... these things we write.
2 Peter 1:16 -- For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eye-witnesses of His majesty.
Simon Greenleaf is known as the greatest authority in England or American (as per Chief
Justice Fuller of the Supreme Court) and is the highest authority cited. He states that the
four gospels could be received in evidence in any of our courts “without the slightest
hesitation.”

F. It Affects People and Nations Still
1. Its principles of psychology are more advanced than today’s. It changes people.
2. Its laws have been used in some of the greatest of nations.
3. Its message still saves.


