
How Jesus Motivated

Matthew 17:20 -- And He said to them, “Because of the littleness of your
faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you shall say
to this mountain, “Move from here to there,” and it shall move; and nothing
shall be impossible to you.”

Introduction
1. Individuals must be taught the truth, yet, they must be taught in such a way that they

are not only informed, but that they are also encouraged to act.  To know something is
not necessarily to act upon the information.  Motivation is of vital importance in
preaching and teaching the gospel.  

2. What is motivation?  The process of arousing or initiating behavior. One example of this
is found in Mark 15:11:  “But the chief priests moved the people, that he should rather
release Barabbas unto them.”  Motivation is channeling activity into a given course.  It
arouses and sustains and directs behavior.

3. Paul described a “faith so as to remove mountains..,” (1 Corinthians 13:2), however,
moving mountains can be easier than moving men set in their ways.  Let us turn to the
example of our Lord Jesus Christ and observe how He motivated men.

A. He Spoke With Authority
Matthew 7:29 -- For He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.
1. When Jesus finished His sermon on the mount the people were “astonished” at His

teaching.  This was true of all of Jesus’ teaching and this continued to astonish those
who heard.

2. The Pharisees sent out officers to arrest Jesus as He taught in the temple. The officers
returned empty-handed.  When asked why they had not arrested Jesus, they said:
“Never man spoke like this man.” (John 7:32, 45-46).

3. Jesus taught with confidence and motivated to action those who heard Him. We
cannot teach others with the same authority as He did, however, we can study
God’s Word and teach it with authority and confidence so that what God has said
will stand.

1 Peter 1:23-25 -- For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but
imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God... but the word of the Lord
abides forever.  And this is the word which was preached to you.
2 Timothy 4:2 -- Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort, with great patience and instruction.

B. He Appealed To Fear
Matthew 7:26-27 -- And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon
them, will be like a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand. And the rain descended,
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it fell, and great
was its fall.
1. Jesus often used fear to motivate His audiences.  One should be afraid to build a

house upon sand.  The consequences are disastrous.  Jesus used this example to
move those who heard him with fear to avoid disastrous spiritual consequences.  

2. We must not be afraid to appeal to fear.  Daniel motivated Belshazzar with fear to
such an extent that his knees knocked together (Daniel 5:6).  

3. Many people wait too late to be afraid and we need to awaken them to the real fear
of death and judgment!

4. Is it wrong to appeal to fear?  Love is a higher, nobler, motivation, but sometimes the
motivation of fear is effective when nothing else motivates.  We all ought to be
fearful of the consequences of conduct that ends in destruction (Galatians 6:7-8).



5. The fear of Hell should motivate men.  Since there is a Hell, men need to be warned
against it that they may fear it as their eternal destination.

Matthew 25:30 -- And cast out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Romans 6:23 -- For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

C. He Appealed to Self Respect
Matthew 7:24-25 -- Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them,
may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon a rock....
1. Jesus sought to motivate by appealing to a sense of self-respect.  The one who builds

on a foundation of rock is a “wise man,” and not a fool.  Jesus urges one to be a wise
man.  Who wants to be a fool?  To realize this is a shocking blow to one’s self-
respect.  Everyone wants to be considered wise.

2. The world uses both fear and the concept of self-esteem.  It has always threatened
God’s people with physical harm.  This is why Jesus warns us to fear God rather
than men.  The world also mocks in an attempt to ridicule people from being God-
fearing.  The people of God must understand where true self-esteem comes from…
from God when He says, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

3. We need to appeal to self-respect.  Some think that only atheists are called “fools”
by God (Psalms 14:1) and perhaps those who are covetous (Luke 12:16-21).  But
Jesus called those “fools” who put their confidence in error; those who did not obey
Him (Matthew 7:26)!  We must appeal to the self-respect of those who are building
upon the sands of denominationalism, modernism, liberalism, institutionalism, and
other human foundations.  We must point out those who do so are acting foolish
while those who build only upon God’s Word are wise.

D. He Appealed To A Desire For Security
Matthew 7:25 -- And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst
against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock.
1. Jesus motivated men by appealing to their desire for security.  He pictured the

security of those in a house built upon a rock withstanding the ravages of the rains,
floods and winds.  Those who hear and obey him have security from life’s storms.

2. Man is constantly searching for something or someone on which, or on whom, he may
depend.  Everyone wants something that will give them assurance.  We each must
carefully consider upon that which we depend or we might come to acquire a false
sense of security (and build on sand).

3. We must be able to give people a true state of security.  They must be shown how
security can only be founded in truth.  Error can give a sense of security, but it is a
false security, like living in a house built on sand while the sun is shining.  Many
minds have snapped because they have discovered that there is no security in
worldly things.  These very people are usually unaware of the spiritual security
found in Christ.

John 8:32 -- And you shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.
Philippians 4:7 -- And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard you
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Matthew 11:28-30 -- Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you
rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you
shall find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my load is light.


