
Our Hope In Christ

Hebrews 6:19 -- This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure
and steadfast and one which enters within the veil.

Introduction
1. From the moment that sin was committed by Adam and Eve, there has been a pressing

need for hope.  In fact, at the very moment of sin, all hope for mankind was gone. But
when God called the guilty parties together to pass sentence, He lighted the pathway of
hope into the future with these words: “I will put enmity between you [the serpent] and the
woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise
His heel.”

2. Of course, this was a prophecy concerning the coming of Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of
God, and what He would do for mankind in the vanquishing of our adversary, the devil.   

3. With this prophecy, God was giving man something he desperately needed - Hope!  But
for what exactly do we hope?

A. Hope For Forgiveness of Sins
1. We hope, first of all, that Christ has the power to forgive sins; for without this there

is no hope.  Sin is a fatal disease that (if not forgiven) brings death.
 Romans 6:23 -- For the wages of sin is death
 Galatians 6:8 -- For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who
sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

2. The Christian’s hope is based upon the fact that there is power in Jesus’ blood to
make the forgiveness of sin possible.  Actually, to deny this is to deny the Word of
God.
 Ephesians 1:7 -- In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace.

3. When the priests of the law of Moses sought forgiveness for the people, they took
animal blood to the holy place, but Jesus took His own blood.
 Hebrews 9:12 -- Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He
entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
 Hebrews 13:12 -- ...that He might sanctify the people with His own blood.

4 .  Only Jesus, with His powerful blood can change our lives and make us into
something attractive to our heavenly Father. When God sees sin, He sees guilt,
ugliness, and death, but when He sees one cleansed by His Son’s blood, He sees
something of beauty and purity.

5. When it comes to being forgiven of sins, our hope is complete for Jesus forgives all of
our sins.  Some may feel that they have gone so deeply into sin that there is no hope,
but that is not so.

6. A friend once showed John Ruskin a costly handkerchief on which a blot of ink had
been made.  “Nothing can be done with it now,” said the owner.  “It is absolutely
worthless.”  Ruskin made no reply but carried it away with him.  After a time he
sent it back, to the great surprise of his friend, who could scarcely believe his eyes.
In a most artistic way Ruskin had made a design in India ink, using the ugly blot as a
center for the design.  A blotted life is not necessarily a useless life.  Jesus can make a
life beautiful if it is yielded to Him.
1 John 1:7 -- But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from ALL sin.

B. Hope To Be Resurrected
1. The blood of our Lord is powerful because He did not remain dead, but broke forth

the shackles of death that had bound Him, to come forth in His glorious resurrection.  
2. His resurrection is something that He Himself prophesied, showing also that He had

the power to bring about even His own return from the dead.



John 2:19,21 -- Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I
will raise it up...but He was speaking of the temple of His body.”
John 11:25 -- Jesus said to her [Martha], “I am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes in Me shall live even if he dies.”

3. In this last passage, Jesus promises two things: (a) He will be resurrected, and (b)
Those that believe on Him will be resurrected also.

4. Our hope rises and falls on the resurrection of Jesus.  In fact, the resurrection is so
important that even our faith depends upon it.
 1 Corinthians 15:13-14 -- But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has
been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith is also
vain.
 1 Corinthians 15:17 -- And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are
still in your sins.

5. When one experiences the new birth (John 3:5), hope comes to life within this new
creature.  Before, when one looks at the mountains, the rivers and the stars he may
dread the fact that he may miss them when he passes away.  But with hope in Christ
he shall live long after the mountains are gone, and the seas are dried, and the stars
no longer burn.
1 Peter 1:3 -- Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.

C. Hope To Live In Heaven
1.  It is certainly a marvel just to hope for life, but such hope becomes even more

glorious when we hope for a new spiritual life with God in heaven.  Jesus did not
come to make life on this earth easier.  In fact, He often made it more difficult.

2. Over and over in the New Testament it is declared that He has made eternal life
possible. When one understands that the eternal (higher quality) life is compensation
for whatever we suffer, one views tribulations as part of life with no alternatives.
As Peter summed it up when faced with adversity...
 John 6:68 -- “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life?

3. Every accountable soul must decide how he sows in life, either to the flesh or to the
Spirit.  How can this be decided?  One of the ways is by the fruit that one wishes to
reap?
 Ephesians 4:31-32 -- Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put
away from you, along with all malice.  And be kind to one another, tender-hearted,
forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
 Galatians 5:19-23 -- Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: ... enmities, strife,
jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envyings, drunkenness,
carousings... but the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control...

4. There may be many questions that we ponder about eternal life, but all can agree
that it will not be a fleshly life.  We can’t know how we will be, but we can know
that we will be like the One that gave us life.
 1 John 3:2 -- Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we
shall be.  We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him...

5 .  There are many mysteries that surround this great hope and from a human
standpoint it would be impossible to accomplish such.  From a scientific standpoint
it would also be impossible.  But with God all things are possible.


