
                     HOLDING BACK FROM GOD
Acts 5:3 -- But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back some of the price...

  

Introduction
1. One of the most fascinating events in the book of Acts is the matter of Ananias and

Sapphira.  There are many lessons that can be gleaned from the character of these
two wicked Christians, and the sin and the circumstances of their demise.  In this
lesson we will focus on Peter’s accusation against Ananias.

2. Ananias had promised to sell the piece of property and give the proceeds to the
church and to God.  When the time came to deliver the money, Ananias and
Sapphira lied about how much they received and held back what they had
promised.  They were not merely lying to men, but to God.  They were not holding
back from men, they were holding back from what they had promised to God.

3. Unfortunately, there are some yet today who continue in the same tragic path of
these two.  They lie to God and they hold back what rightfully belongs to Him.  If
this lesson is for us, then we must ask ourselves, “What are some ways that WE also
are holding back from our Lord?

A. Half-Hearted Participation
1. There are those who hold back from God by neglecting the assembly.

• Christians are not to forsake the assembling of themselves (Hebrews 10:25).
•  Members can fall into two groups:  The encouragers and those needing

encouragement.  Which ever group you fall into, you  need to be here!
•  Imagine the Christians in Jerusalem church asking, “Must we attend on

Wednesday night?”  

 Acts 2:46 -- And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and
breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with
gladness and sincerity of heart.
 

2. There are those who hold back from God by failing to prepare their Bible lessons.
• We should be examples to our children.
• Those who fail to prepare discourage the teacher.
• The result is a lack of personal and group spiritual growth.

3. Why are some half-hearted?  
• A half-hearted attitude results in half-hearted participation.
• Jesus demands our all and accepts nothing less.

Mark 8:34-38 -- And He summoned the multitude with His disciples, and said to
them, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself... For whoever is
ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of
Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the
holy angels.”

B. Intellectualized Religion
1. There are those who hold back from God by only “talking” about religion.

• They are like “armchair quarterbacks.”  They talk about religion, but they do
nothing.  Their religion is in their head, but not in their practice.



 
• They are like the Athenians who “talked” about religion, and talked and

talked and talked…  (Acts 17:16-21).

2. Some thrive on religious arguments.
• They know how others are wrong, but do not know what is the “full” right of

their own philosophical religion.
• Jesus condemned the Pharisees for this (Luke 11:37-42).
•  Paul condemned the Jews who did not become examples of their own

teachings (Romans 2:1-3).

3. It is not enough to know just the Bible.
•  There are those who are “ever learning, and never able to come to the

knowledge of the truth” (2 Timothy 3:7).
• We must not only know Scripture, we must put it into use to begin to feel it,

or it is just “dry-land swimming.”
• We should not delude ourselves with vain religion (James 1:22-25).
• This is sometimes a problem with those “raised in the church.”

C. A Lack of Respect for All Brethren
1. We should not show partiality (James 2:1-9).

• Do you give every member the respect a Christian deserves?
• James addresses the problem of showing partiality because of riches or class

distinction.  The problem is still with us today.

2. Who are those that show partiality?
• Those who ignore other members.
• Those who socially isolate some members.
• Those who intimidate other members by wealth, knowledge  or  position.
• Those who speak unkindly or not at all to other Christians.

3. Christians have a spiritual obligation to each other.
• No one should think himself better than others (Romans 12:3).
• Christians should not be wise in their own conceits (Romans 12:15-16).
• When we do not properly respect all our brethren, we are holding back from

our brother and sister and from God (1 John 3:10-18; 4:20-21).

D. A Prejudiced Attitude Towards the Bible
1. Those who have a prejudiced attitude toward the Bible hold back from God.

• They make up their mind before they examine the Scriptures.
•  Then they attempt to abuse and twist the Scriptures to support their

prejudiced view (2 Peter 3:16).

2. Some ways that show prejudice:
• They question the Bible authors’ credibility.  (i.e. Paul and marriage)
• They say: “The Bible does not mean what it says.” (i.e. Rejecting Baptism)
• They refuse to change their life when shown God’s Truth.  A good example of

a prejudiced attitude is the rich young ruler (Luke 18:18-23).
 -  He had already made up his mind that he was right.
- He came to Jesus not to find the right answer, but to be commended.
- He was unwilling to change his attitude or life when he was confronted

with the truth.

Some will hear lesson after lesson and still refuse to change and to conform their
lives to God’s Word.  They are prejudiced.  They have already made up their minds
and are holding back from the Lord.


