
The Holy Spirit & Growth

1 Corinthians 12:13 -- For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body,
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one
Spirit.

Introduction
1. There are four occasions that are unique to the entire history of the Lord’s people.  They

are milestones that marked the progress of the gospel from Jerusalem to the ends of the
earth.

2. Historically, the manifestations of the Spirit (Acts 2:1-4; 8:14-17; 10:44-48; 19:1-7)
constitute a sort of raising of the royal standard which marked the orderly advancement of
Christ’s kingdom as He subdued the nations: the Jews (Acts 2), the Samaritans (Acts 8),
the Gentiles (Acts 10), and the “remotest part of the earth” (Acts 19).

3 .  These manifestations of the Spirit were unique episodes and demonstrated God’s
approval of representative groups as heirs of the kingdom.  Practically speaking, they
served to meld all of these diverse groups into one body.

A. Demonstrations of the Spirit that Preceded
1. Luke shows us in his gospel that the birth of the Savior, as well as, the birth of the

saved are occasions marked by the unique demonstrations of the Spirit.
• Luke 1:35 -- [Gabriel to Mary] “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of

the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy offspring shall be called
the Son of God.”

• Luke 1:41 -- When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and blessed Mary and called her “the mother of
my Lord.”

• Luke 1:67 -- And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied,
saying…

• Luke 2:25 -- And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this
man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit
was upon him.

•  Luke 2:38 -- [Anna, the prophetess] came up and began giving thanks to God, and
continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

• Luke 3:22 – And the Holy Spirit descended upon Him [Jesus] in bodily form like a dove,
and a voice came out of heaven, “Thou art My beloved Son, in Thee I am well-pleased.”

2. All of these occurrences intended to identify the Savior
John 1:33-34 – And I did not recognize him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to
me, “He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the one
who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.” And I have seen, and have borne witness that this is the Son
of God.

3. All of these events together prepare us for the real demonstration of fire that began on
the Day of Pentecost where the announcement of Jesus’ reign and the invitation to His
kingdom are first declared.

B. The Day of Pentecost (Acts 2)
1. The event was pre-announced (Acts 1:4-5,8).
2. There were signs that accompanied it (noise like a violent wind, tongues of fire) and the

Spirit gave them utterance (v.4).
3. These were the “last days” as predicted by the prophet Joel (Acts 2:17-18).
4. What did this mean?

• Heaven declares that Jesus reigns on a heavenly throne (2:33).
•  Apostle’s claims of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead were verified by heaven

(2:32,36).



• Heaven verifies Apostles are chosen messengers (2:37).
5. Some other significance of Pentecost:

• The Law on Mt. Sinai was given in the third month (season of Pentecost).  It was a
time of new law, a new Law-giver, a new kingdom, a new era.  3000 died at Sinai
(Exodus 32:28), 3000 saved on Pentecost.

• Formerly the cloud filled the tabernacle and temple only, but now the Spirit was
poured out on all men.

•  At Babel (Genesis 11), the languages were confused so that men would be
scattered.  Now this was undone so that all men might be reconciled. By the gift of
the Spirit communication could be common. The tower couldn’t reach God, but God
could reach down to men.

C. The Samaritans (Acts 8:14ff.)
1. The Spirit through Apostle’s hands (not poured out) signified salvation for Samaritans

also.  
• This demonstrated to Samaritans that salvation came from the Jews (John 4:22).
• This demonstrated to Jews Samaritans were to be embraced.  Apostles initiated.

2. The Spirit was thus able to achieve a peace lacking for 750 years.
D. The Gentiles (Acts 10:44ff.)

1. The Holy Spirit was given to Gentiles just like given to Jews (11:47) to show God’s
acceptance.

2. At Pentecost the Spirit showed approval of the speakers. Here approval of audience.
3. Though the Spirit given differently to three groups, the water baptism was the same.
4. It shows the orderly advance of the kingdom through the various groups.

E. The 12 Disciples in Ephesus (Acts 19:1ff)
1. Curiously ambiguous.  Just disciples (no mention whether they were Jew or Gentile). But

still a different group in that they only knew John’s baptism.
2. The Spirit confirmed Paul’s message. This also confirmed Paul (like Peter and John to

Samaritans).  It puts a seal on all of Paul’s conversions among Gentiles.
3. At Ephesus (center of pagan culture), Christianity is no longer a Jewish phenomena.
4. The meaning of “speaking in tongues” fully realized, and the promise to “all who are

far off.”
5. It starts with 12 at Pentecost and ends with 12 at Ephesus.

F. Four Powerful, Practical Messages
1. God has made Jesus, Lord and Christ.  We must all answer to Him.
2. The gospel is for all.  This is the Spirit’s message.  Don’t stand in its way.
3. We must endeavor to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

(Ephesians 4:3, see also 1 Corinthians 12:13)
4.  We are God’s people.  We are the recipients of the hope of the ages.  We have

fellowship with God.  He has “poured forth of His Spirit on all flesh.”


