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Sermon:  Response to GotQuestions.org
The following text is GotQuestions.org response to the question: “Is the Church of Christ a
good biblical church?” The answers from this organization are said to be reviewed for
Biblical accuracy by the Founder, S. Michael Houdmann, who possesses a Master’s degree in
Christian Theology from Calvary Theological Seminary and a Bachelor’s degree in Biblical
Studies from Calvary Bible College.  The underlining of the text is added to indicate what is
being responded to specifically, along with superscript for further clarity, in the numbered
answers following each paragraph.
GotQuestions.org Paragraph
There is no doubt that many in the Church of Christ denominations1 are genuine believers in
Christ who desire to truly worship, follow, and obey Him. At the same time, there are others
in the Church of Christ who are borderline cult-like2 in their preference, practices, and
doctrines. We are by no means disparaging the entire Church of Christ denomination. The
purpose of this article is to express some concerns and answer some questions about the
Church of Christ that we have observed and experienced.
Church of Christ Responses
1. A denomination implies that it is one of many.  The church of Christ does not view itself

as such, but rather as a quest to return to the original pattern of the first century when
there was only one church as the Lord envisioned it. As Paul states, there is only one
body (the church) and one faith (Ephesians 1:22-23 with 4:4-5).

If God accepts many faiths then He holds to many contradictory doctrines and
practices.  This viewpoint makes God a hypocrite and must therefore be rejected.

Everyone draws the line somewhere.  The synagogue of Satan believes in God. Is it
acceptable?  Is the Oneness doctrine of Pentecostals or the Mormon view of god being
once man? What of the Jehovah Witnesses’ denial of Christ’s deity? If we must draw a
line, why not draw the line where God does? Biblically, anything consisting of
commandments of men is unacceptable to the Lord (Matthew 15:9; Colossians 2:18-23)

2. Is the church of Christ cult-like?  This is implying that a cult is wrong.  The Dictionary
states that a cult is: “A system or community of obsessive devotion with religious
worship and ritual. And exclusive group of persons sharing an esoteric interest.”  The
modern definition would find Jesus cultic in His zeal for His father’s house.  Older
definitions have a cult being anything off the norm.  The norm for Christianity is what
Jesus taught in the New Testament.  If the church of Christ is trying to follow only that
teaching (2 John 9-10) then, in reality, it is every other faith that is a cult (The church of
Christ does not brainwash like a cult, but the very opposite, it challenges people to think
about and investigate the truth).

GQ Paragraph
One “minor” issue is the Church of Christ policy of not allowing musical instruments in their
church services. While we entirely agree that a church is well within the freedom God gives
to not use musical instruments in worship, the problem is that some within the Church of
Christ are fanatically1 against musical instruments. Some are fanatical to the point of
declaring any church that uses musical instruments2 as not being a true, biblical, or godly
church. Such dogmatism on a clearly non-essential issue2 is often the mark of a cult, not the
mark of a good biblical church.
CoC Responses
1. Is it “fanatic” or merely honest concern to do only what God wants?  The emphasis in

the Scriptures is to strive to be pleasing to God (Ephesians 5:8-10; Galatians 1:10;
Colossians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:1; 1 John 3:22).

2. The musical instrument issue is only non-essential if one does not concern themselves
with having God’s authority for what they do.  Jesus did not change anything that the
Father taught Him (John 12:48-50). The Spirit did not change anything that the Father
taught Him (John 16:13).  The apostles warned us not to change anything (1 Corinthians
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4:6; 2 John 9; Galatians 1:8-9; Revelations 22:18-19). To add to what the New
Testament teaches, is what Paul calls “arrogance” (1 Corinthians 4:6).

God is the one who came up with His dogmatic teachings and it is He who calls
them truth.  If obeying only God’s teachings makes one dogmatic, it is not a bad thing.
God cannot rightfully condemn one for simply doing what He asks.  On the other hand,
one has no such assurance when they start to do the things that please men.  

As for being a fanatical cult for merely following the command to “speak” to one
another in psalms and hymns and making the melody “in the heart” (Ephesians 5:19),
consider these quotations:

The American Encyclopedia: “The Pope Vitalian is reported to have first
introduced organs into some o the churches of Western Europe about 670 A.D.”
Vol. 12, Page 688.  [So for the first 600 years Christians avoided musical
instruments.]
John Wesley, the illustrious founder of Methodism said, “I have no objection to
instruments of music in our worship, provided they are neither see nor heard.”
John Calvin, founder of Presbyterianism: “Musical instruments in celebrating the
praise of God would be no more suitable than burning incense, the lighting of
lamps and the restoration of other shadows of the law. Men who are fond of
outward pomp may delight in that noise; but simplicity which God recommends
to us by the apostles is far more pleasing to Him.”
Adam Clarke, a Methodist, contemporary with John Wesley said, “…Music as a
science I esteem and admire, but instruments of music in the house of God I
abominate and abhor. This is the abuse of music, and I here register my protest
against all such corruptions in the worship of that infinite Spirit who require His
followers to worship Him in spirit and truth.”
Charles H. Spurgeon, one of the greatest Baptist preachers of all time stated: “I
would as soon attempt to pray to God with machinery as to sing to Him with
machinery.”

GQ Paragraph
A second issue is the fact that some in the Church of Christ claim to be “the one true
church,”1 outside of which there is no salvation. By no means do all Church of Christ
members believe this, but it is prevalent enough to warrant concern.  Some go so far as to
argue that since the name is “Church of Christ,” that indicates that the
church/denomination is the one and only true Church of the Lord Jesus.  This is completely
unbiblical. There is no one church or denomination that encompasses the entire Body of
Christ.  The “one true church of Christ” is comprised of all those who have, by grace through
faith, personally received Jesus Christ as Savior.  The Church is composed of true believers
everywhere, no matter the local church or denomination affiliation.  The claim of exclusive
access to salvation is another common identification of a cult, not the behavior of a good
biblical church2.
CoC Responses
1. The members who do not believe that their church is THE ONE set up by Christ in the

first century are in the wrong church.  The concept of many churches with all sorts of
different beliefs is unbiblical (1 Corinthians 1:10).  Paul even approached the other
apostles to see if they were all preaching the same thing (Galatians 2:1-9) and
condemned any in the Galatian church for teaching “another” gospel (Galatians 1:6-9).

2. The implication is that members of the Church of Christ are behaving as if in their “holier
than thou” attitude they feel that they are the only ones saved.  The real point is that
God thinks there is only one church.  To believe that many are accepted is doctrinal
error.  Christians should be striving to have their congregation conform to the Biblical
pattern.  If that is not one’s concern, then that one is not concerned with what God has
to say in the first place and are then in all probability in the wrong church. Or are not
“true believers.”
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Whether a particular member in the Lord’s church is saved is another matter. The
Lord teaches that judgment will be by God’s Word (John 12:48). If one is not concerned
with that Word and just wants to build a church to tickle his own ears (2 Timothy 4:3-4)
with the adding of musical instruments, then he will stand condemned in judgment.  If
one can add something, especially to worship, just because he likes it, then why not add
cake, ice cream and soda pop to the Lord’s Supper?

Exclusive access to salvation is not necessarily the identity of a cult.  Is Christianity
a cult because Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life, and no one comes to the
Father but through me” (John 14:6)?

GQ Paragraph
A third and most important issue is the Church of Christ’s emphasis on baptism as being
necessary for salvation1. Church of Christ advocates point to Scriptures such as Acts 2:38,
John 3:5, Mark 16:16, 1 Peter 3:21, and Acts 22:16 as biblical evidence that baptism is
required for salvation. There is no denying that baptism is very important. Baptism is
intended to be an initial act of obedience to Christ, an illustration of Christ’s death and
resurrection, a public declaration of faith in Christ, a step of identification with Him, and a
proclamation of desire to follow Him.  In the minds of the apostles and early Christians,
baptism was so inextricably linked with salvation that the two were viewed as inseparable2.
The idea that a person could receive Christ as Savior and not be baptized was completely
foreign to the early church.
CoC Responses
1. The Church of Christ does not do anything more than follow the emphasis of the

Scriptures concerning baptism.  The Scriptures also emphasize belief; repentance;
confession; walking in the light; godly living; loving our brethren, enemies and God; and
even fearing (Jude 23; Ecclesiastes 12:13) as necessary requirements for salvation, thus
we do these also.  

The Scriptures teach that baptism saves, puts one into Christ, puts one into the
church, washes away sins, starts one into a new life, and is a commandment of God.  So
how can so many faiths so lightly set it aside?

2. The GotQuestions Ministry even points out that the apostles and early Christians
connected baptism with salvation.  That is the way they understood it. What changed?
Did Calvary Theological Seminary get a new revelation that we missed?  

Here is probably the real culprit, conceding that those in denominations are truly
interested in loving and serving God.  It is the false premise of “works” verses “belief”.
Is that not the big doctrinal battle, working for our salvation as opposed to just
believing? Thus it is made to seem as though God is warring with Himself.  Are we to
work out our salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12) or are we justified by
just believing (Romans 4:3)?  

The answer is that the whole thing is a misconception.  The real intent is found in
Romans 3:27-28.  It is there that Paul introduces the seemingly unfamiliar concepts of
the “Law of Works” verses the “Law of Faith,” and the reader can see, especially in this
context, that “works” is Paul’s abbreviation for the “Law of Works” and that “faith” is
his abbreviation for the “Law of Faith.” In short, Works is a law or system whereby one
thinks he can keep God’s law blamelessly and God owes him salvation as a wage
(Romans 4:4).  The system of Faith is a trusting in God to justify one (Romans 4:5) as if
they lived perfectly, made possible by the blood of Christ.  This is why Paul said that
one is judged by their deeds, whether good or evil (Romans 2:6-10).  This is what Paul is
also teaching the Ephesians.  One is saved by grace through the Law of faith and not
through a law of works.  The word “boast” ties Romans 3:27 to Ephesians 2:9.  Yet
there are “good works” required of us all (Ephesians 2:10).  

What has occurred is the erroneous conclusion that no work is required, and with
that assumption, the denominational world has automatically jettisoned as unnecessary
that which God commands.  By this measure even faith, since Jesus said that “belief” is
a “work” (John 6:28-29), can also be discarded as unnecessary. See also 1 Thessalonians
1:2 for the “work of faith and labor of love.”
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In the New Testament, apostles and converts interpreted the gospel as requiring
something more than just believing.  The grace of God is taught as being a course of
instruction (Titus 2:11-12) where one is to quit doing certain ungodly acts and to begin
doing deeds in accord with righteous behavior.

GQ Paragraph
With that said, however, baptism is not required for salvation1. There are biblically plausible
and contextually valid interpretations of each of the above Scriptures that do not indicate
baptism as being necessary for salvation. There are many Scriptures that declare salvation
to be received by faith/believing, with no mention of baptism or any other requirement (John
3:16; Acts 16:31; Ephesians 2:8-9)2. If baptism is necessary for salvation, these Scriptures
are in error and the Bible is contradictory.
CoC Responses
1. Let us see. The Word of God says baptism is necessary for salvation (Acts 2:38; Mark

16:16; 1 Peter 3:21), but man says that it is not.  Who should we believe?
In every case of conversion in the book of Acts both belief and baptism are specifically

mentioned as what the individuals had to do in order to be saved.
2. Perhaps these “proof texts” do not mention baptism, but their “contexts” do.  Compare

John 3:22,26; Acts 16:33; and Ephesians 4:5.  There are also passages that mention
baptism for salvation without naming faith (Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21).  Do we
pick and choose or do we do all that God says is required for salvation?

The Bible only seems contradictory when man starts distorting it.  If one finds a
contradiction in the Scriptures it most assuredly is man’s faulty interpretation, for there
could be nothing amiss with God’s logic and wisdom.

GQ Paragraph
Church of Christ advocates argue that when the Bible speaks of salvation “by faith,” it is
speaking of a living faith, a faith that produces works of obedience, such as baptism and
confession (Romans 10:9-10). They do not claim that baptism is a work that earns
salvation, or in any sense makes a person worthy of salvation. Rather, the Church of Christ
teaches that baptism is a work that God requires before He grants salvation, which clearly
contradicts their statement that it is not required for salvation1. For the Church of Christ,
baptism and confession are no different from faith and repentance – they are what God
requires before He grants salvation to a person.  The problem with this is that while it may
seem to be a subtle difference from the biblical doctrine of salvation by faith, it is in fact a
crucially important difference2.
CoC Responses
1. No contradiction.  If one does all that God requires perfectly, it still does not earn one

salvation. The Church of Christ does not claim that any work earns one salvation.
Salvation is a gift, just a young person who lived up to the expectations of their parents
and got straight “A”s does not merit the car they get for graduation.

2. Does faith earn one salvation? Is faith required before God will save one? Does believing
in God make one worthy of salvation?  If the church of Christ teaches this of repentance
and confession and baptism and good works, it is no more contradictory than the
denominations with their work of faith.

GQ Paragraph
A person who has genuinely received salvation will produce good fruit.  Good works are the
inevitable result of salvation (Ephesians 2:10). What differentiates a “living faith” from a
“dead faith” in James 2:14-26 is the presence of good works. Church of Christ advocates
are right to denounce churches that teach intellectual assent to the facts of the Gospel as
sufficient for salvation.  The Church of Christ is right to reject the idea that a dead faith, a
faith that produces no good works, is what saves a person.  Faith/trust in Christ as the
Savior is what saves a person, but this faith is a living faith that always results in and
produces good works.  To say that good works must be present BEFORE a person is saved
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to make salvation dependent on our obedience, which is works-salvation, not salvation by
grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone1.  As Titus 3:5 declares2, “He saves us – not
by works of righteousness that we had done, but according to His mercy, through the
washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit.”
CoC Responses
1. The Church of Christ only teaches what the Bible teaches.  It is God who says that He

will judge us by deeds (Romans 2:5-6; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Peter 4:17; 2 Peter 3:11;
Revelation 20:13; Acts 17:30-31). It is God who teaches that we must live godly and
righteously before salvation is considered.

The statement that one is saved and then as a result does “good works” is the real
twisted logic.  If one is not doing good works, then would we have to say their
faith/trust in Christ was not good enough? If one has to produce enough good works to
validate their faith then is this not also work-righteousness, required before true
salvation?  The word “trust” implies stepping out to do what God tells you on faith.  So
the work had to be there first before the salvation.  

2. Again, in Titus 3:5, Paul is not dismissing works, but the “Law of Works.” How can you
tell?  See the context: (Titus 1:16; 2:6; 2:14; 3:1; 3:8; 3:14) where “good deeds” are
required in abundance.  

The denominations, as per Calvinistic theory, view salvation as a done deal, but
rather, it is a process that one can divert from.  John wrote that the one who practices
righteousness is righteous (1 John 3:7-8,10) and the Scriptures warn in many places that
one can fall from grace (Galatians 5:4; Hebrews 6:6; 10:26-31; 2 Peter 2:21-22; 1 Cor.
9:27).  Thus our salvation is dependent on the continuation of righteous and godly
deeds.

GQ Paragraph
So, is the Church of Christ denomination a good biblical church1?  This is a question that
cannot be answered with an all-encompassing response. With an extreme over-emphasis on
the absence of musical instruments, with a claim of exclusive access to salvation, and with a
doctrine of salvation that is borderline (at best) works-based – no2, as a whole, we cannot
endorse the Church of Christ3 as a church that should be attended/participated in. Again,
let us reiterate, there are many within the Church of Christ who have genuinely received
Christ as Savior and are trusting in Him alone, not in their obedience, for salvation4.  
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CoC Responses: An evaluation of Mr. Houdann and denominational teachings.
1. By the way this is stated the answer obviously should be “yes” since the church of

Christ strives to be only Biblical.  By this same criteria, can the denominations be said to
be good “biblical” churches when they add things not found in God’s Bible?

2. The scriptures warn about using one’s own standard to judge others (Matthew 7:1-12),
as opposed to following God’s judgment.  So how can Mr. Houdann presume to judge
the church of Christ when he takes a position that is “going beyond what is written”
with instrumental music and holding to Calvinistic theology that is unbiblical?

3. If we are all just one big happy denominational family accepting each other’s varying
and contradictory beliefs (agreeing to disagree), why is the church of Christ excluded?
This is like the distorted political doctrine of being tolerant of all except those who are
intolerant of amoral behavior.

4. By Mr. Houdmann’s own admission, what the church of Christ believes as necessary for
salvation was acceptable to the minds of the apostles and early Christians.  That is
good enough for us.  Too bad is it not good enough for Mr. Houdmann and the existing
denominations.  And if obedience is not necessary for salvation, one should try being
disobedient and see if it merits God’s grace on judgment day.


