
The Gospel Preached by Paul

Acts 20:27 -- For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of
God.
Acts 20:20 -- How I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was
profitable and teaching you publicly and from house to house.

Introduction
1. A preacher of a major denomination stated that the apostle Paul was a denominational

preacher!  If that was true then Paul must have preached a denominational doctrine.
2. Denominationalism is the act of separating into religious sects.  The advocacy of such

separation.  Paul never preached division.  He was opposed to it.  People today misapply
terms and this preacher was probably doing the same, meaning that Paul preached in a
way to appeal to many different faiths.

3. What we would like to do in this lesson is consider what kind of gospel Paul did preach.
A. Inspired By God

1. Paul’s gospel was not a denominational doctrine.
 1 Corinthians 1:10 -- Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same
mind and in the same judgment.
 

• What Paul preached he did not learn from man.
 Galatians 1:11-12 -- For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was
preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I
taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. (See also verses 15-17)

 

• What Paul preached agreed with the other inspired men.
 1 Corinthians 2:12-13 -- Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God, which
things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the
Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.

 

2. Paul preached the same gospel doctrine to all people.
 Colossians 1:23 -- If indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and
not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.
 

• Denominational doctrines contradict each other.
• They are even internally contradictory.
• Paul preached the non-contradictory truth of God, not confusion.

3. Paul defended the truth of what he preached.
 Galatians 2:5 -- But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the
truth of the gospel might remain with you.
 Galatians 2:14 -- But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the
gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and
not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
2 Timothy 2:16-19 -- But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further
ungodliness...Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal,  “The Lord
knows those who are His,” and “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord abstain from
wickedness.”
 

B. Founded Upon Jesus Christ
1. Paul’s gospel was Jesus Christ crucified and resurrected.



 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 -- ...For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received,
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and the He was buried, and that He
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.
 

• Paul glorified only in the cross of Christ (Galatians 6:14).
• Too many want a “different gospel” (2 Timothy 4:2-4).
• There is a difference between a “good speaker” and a “truth speaker”.
• Where there is weak teaching, there will be weak brethren and souls lost.

2. This is the gospel we must preach.
 1 Corinthians 1:23 -- But we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to
Gentiles foolishness.
 

• There is no other lasting foundation (1 Corinthians 3:10-11).
• We should not be bewitched and not obey the truth (Galatians 3:1).

C. Condemned Sin, Encouraged Righteousness
1. There are denominational doctrines (and preachers) that encourage immorality.

• The doctrine of the “impossibility of apostasy” encourages immorality.
• Many “modern” denominational preachers refuse to condemn sin.

2. Paul’s gospel decidedly and strongly condemned sin.  He taught that:
• Sin was not consistent with the Christian life (Romans 6:15).
• Sin separates from God and loses heaven (Rom. 6:5-7, 11-13; Gal. 5:19-21).
• Christians should withdraw from sinful Christians (1 Corinthians 5:9-11).

3. Paul strongly encouraged righteousness.
Ephesians 5:8-11 -- For you formerly were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk
as children of light,.. trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.  And do not participate in
the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them... (See also Galatians 5:22-25)
 

D. Demanded Obedience
1. Denominational preachers do not demand obedience to their doctrines.

• “Faith only” is a most popular doctrine.
• Many teach that God’s grace will save whether one obeys or not.

2. Paul’s gospel demanded obedience to the law of Christ.
• Paul taught that the grace of God is in the gospel (Acts 20:24).
• We are saved by obeying Christ’s law in the gospel (Galatians 5:7; 6:2).

E. Promised Heaven to the Faithful
1. Denominational doctrines often promise heaven regardless of faithfulness.
2. Paul’s gospel promised a reward only to those who were faithful.

• Paul was fearful for those who backslid.
 Galatians 4:11; 5:1-4 -- I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in
vain...You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you
have fallen from grace.

 

• Paul pressed forward and anticipated heaven.
 Philippians 3:13-14 -- Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
 2 Timothy 2:1 -- You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

3. Paul did not preach denominational doctrine.  He preached the true gospel of Jesus
Christ.  This is the one and only gospel we need to teach and obey.


