
 WILL ALL GOOD PEOPLE GO TO HEAVEN?
Luke 18:19 -- And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one
is good except God alone.”

Introductory Thoughts
1. People often get offended when you suggest that someone they know, a friend or family

member, or even themselves, may not be going to heaven. But in reality who makes the
decision as to who is going to heaven, men or God?   If it is God, shouldn’t we be sure as
to what His criteria is?

2. As to that matter, what “criteria” is being used to determine who is “good” or not?
People assume that someone, or even themselves, are “good”, but do they really have
any definite guidelines that they go by?

3. Do they themselves believe that there are people that are not going to make it to heaven?
If so, what standard are they using to determine that?

4. Finally, we might add, what makes you think you are going to make it?
A. Some Biblical Conundrums*
      *[Problems without satisfactory solutions following men’s standards]

Matthew 19:16-17 -- And behold, one came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good thing shall
I do that I may obtain eternal life?”  And He said to him, “Why are you asking Me about what
is good? There is only One who is good; but if you wish to enter into life, keep the command-
ments.”
Matthew 7:21-23  -- “Not everyone who says to Me,  ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of
heaven;  but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to Me on that
day,  ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and
in Your name perform many miracles?’   And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’”
John 12:47-48 -- “And if anyone hears My sayings, and does not keep them, I do not judge
him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world.  He who rejects Me, and does
not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the
last day.”
Romans 3:23-24 -- For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a
gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.

B. More Considerations
5. Has God ever said that He will judge us by our goodness?  Can “goodness” even be

found in the Scriptures?  You will find, however, words like “godliness” and
“righteousness.”  Does God, therefore, judge us by our goodness or by our obedience?

6. If we are saved by grace as a gift (as many in the religious world purport), what does
“goodness” then have to do with it?  Is not goodness a result of “works?” But is that
then not “work righteousness?”

7. If Jesus came to save the “lost,” why did He go to “good people” first? Men like Noah,
Abraham, Moses, the Disciples, Paul, the Ethiopian Treasurer, and Cornelius.

C. More Hard Sayings of God
Matthew 18:10-11  --  “See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you,
that their angels in heaven continually behold the face of My Father who is in heaven.  For the
Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.”
Acts 10:1-2 -- Now there was a certain man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what
was called the Italian cohort, a devout man, and one who feared God with all his household,
and gave many alms to the Jewish people, and prayed to God continually.



John 3:21 -- “But he who practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be
manifested as having been wrought in God.”
Ephesians 2:10 -- For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

D. Further Considerations
8. God considered all men lost.  That is why He sent His Son into the world to die for its

sins.  If God has His own standard of what is right and wrong, and warns people to
adhere to it, if He also accepts the world’s standard of “goodness”, then He is accepting
a double standard, rather, infinite standards, since each man has his own ideas of what
is right or wrong.  This makes God either a liar or a hypocrite.  

9. If God says there is just ONE way, does that make his disciples unworthy if they speak
the same thing? Does it not really make them liars or hypocrites if they don’t?

1 John 2:4 -- “The one who says, I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His com-
mandments, is a liar and the truth is not in him.”

10. If you want to go to heaven, would you rather listen to directions from one who has been
there, like Jesus, or would you rather listen to men who have not been there and who do
not have a clue on how to get there?

E. Concluding Passages
Ephesians 4:3-5 -- Being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.
John 14:6 -- Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to
the Father, but through Me.
Psalms 119:101, 104 -- I have restrained my feet from every evil way, that I keep Thy word…
From Thy precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way.

F. Final Considerations
11. If one does not care what God wants or thinks, do you think that that person should be

considered “good”? Or do you suspect that the person that God would “justify” as
being “good” is the one who actually “obeys” Him and does His will?

12. If one does not care for God’s standard of right and wrong, and elects not to follow
God’s word, what is there about that person that God would consider to be “good”
since he is not doing what is “right”?

13. Even if one is doing what is “right”, and might be considered “good”, if it is not by his
choice to do what God has told him to do, what will keep that person “good” and
“trustworthy” since he has rejected God’s system of reward and punishment?

14. If a person is going by their own system, and not God’s, they must think that they are
wiser than God.  In essence, in their humanistic mind, they are god.  If they think that
they are god, they can change the rules anytime they want to. This makes them a
sociopath and dangerous, therefore, not “good”!
       

G. Invitation
What good has come from all this?
One needs to exercise good sense and make good decisions.
Luke 8:15 – And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an
honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.
Matthew 25:21 – … “Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with few things, I
will put you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your Master.”


